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INTRODUCTION 


The book you are about to read is a history book for 
treasure hunters, or, a treasure book for history hunters. It’s 
purpose is to give little known facts about, and pinpoint 
locations to, sites where history has happened. Sites where 
today’s history buffs and treasure hunters can go to find pieces 
of the past. A gold coin from a pirate’s chest, a musketball 
from a Civil War battlefield or an old bottle from a ghost town 
of the 1800’s, all treasure, all valuable. Someone, somewhere 
collects and treasures just about everything you will find at the 

+ following sites. 


You can find treasure. It’s not a dream or a willo’ the wisp, 
it’s real and you can hold it in your hand. I found some, and if 
you will put some time and effort into it, you will too. The 
following pages contain your first important tool, good. 
information. All the other tools are useless unless you first find 
out where to look. 

1 just spent the last fifteen years researching to find over 
2,000 places to search in Florida and since'I couldn’t get them 
all in one volume J divided it into four, this is the first. Each 
volume contains hundreds of places where you can go and 
search for all types of treasure., Ancient Indian towns, 
shipwrecks, battlegrounds, all types of forts, plantations, 
pirate and outlaw camps, Spanish missions and anything else 
that might have left artifacts, relics, or actual gold and silver 
treasures on the land. Florida has is all, and in my opinion, is 
the richest state in the country for history and treasure. 


In many cases, my locations are “Scoops”, sites that 
haven’t been found or identified since they earned their place in 
history. These will be virgin sites, never searched or dug by 
anyone, bonanzas waiting to be found. In other cases, the sites 
will be ruined by progress or on private property. For these 
your own common sense will be required. Get permission from 
.present owners before you try to dig on someone’s property. I 
didn’t visit all 2,000 sites, and can’t say what is presently on 
them. 


Good luck, and drop me a note and let me know what you 
found. 
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ALACHUA COUNTY- 


FORT CLARKE...This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830’s and named for a Lieutenant Henry 
Clarke of the Sth U.S. Infantry. It was a small picket works, 
built as an outpost and supply base for troops operating in the 
area at the time. As with other Florida forts during the 
Seminole Wars, a small refugee village grew up around the 
outside of the pickets and when the war was over towns often 
grew up around the sites. In 1846 a post office was established, 
it lasted until 1858. Today the area around the site is being built 
up, but the fort site is in a large vacant field. It is in the 
northeast quarter of section 5, just southwest of the on-ramp to 
route 93,two miles west of today’s Gainesville. 


SAN FRANCISCO DE POTANO...This was a Spanish 
mission, built in, and named for, the Timucuan Indian Chief 
Potano. He ruled the entire area and was one of early Florida’s 
most powerful leaders. He and his people met Pamphilo de 
Navarez when he explored Florida in 1528 and he was still here 
in 1563 when the first French colonists arrived at Jacksonville. 
The area he ruled was called Potano Province for centuries 
after his death. Spanish missionaries built this mission in the 
early 1600’s as part of their efforts to colonize Florida. Their 
first step was always to win over and Christianize the natives. 
This gave them an army and labor force. San Francisco 
became a very important mission, and thousands of Indians 
were converted, converted and put to work. Then it became a 
major agricultural center to support other colonies in the state. 


In 1685, it was attacked by a company of English soldiers 
leading a large war party of their Yamassee Indian allies. They 
killed some of the Spanish settlers and many of the Timucua 
Indian converts, then looted the mission and village near it. 
They took everything they found of value: church silver, 
equipment, supplies and food, then marched off with hundreds 
of Indian captives they would sell into slavery in Georgia. They 
left the mission in ruins. : 


The Spanish quickly rebuilt, but the mission would never 
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ALACHUA COUNTY 


again be as productive or as important as it had been. In 1704, 

English Governor Moore came to Florida and destroyed many 
of the missions around today’s Tallahassee and San Francisco, 
became deluged with refugees fleeing in front of him. Some of 
the English attacked San Francisco at this time also, but the 
mission survived and wasn’t finally abandoned until 1706. 


The mission was located on the south side of Hague Creek 
just north of what became known as the San Felasco 
Hammock. The site later became part of the Sanchez 
Plantation and there is Sanchez Prairie just. little south of it. 
Hague Creek crosses Route 20 just south of the smal! town of 
Hague; from this crossing just follow the creek in about 2 miles 
along the south bank. 


SPALDING’S TRADING POST...This trading post was 
built in the late 1700’s for trading with the Alachua Seminoles, 
travelers and trappers in the area. It was used for many years, 
then abandoned in the early 1800’s, when Indian troubles 
started up. In 1850, a new settler came to the site and built a 
house using part of the old store for walls. He lived here several 
years, then he too abandoned it. The site is located just west of 
Chacala Pond,a few miles north of today’s Micanopy. To 
reach it, follow Route 25 about 244 miles northwest of the 
Micanopy city limits. Here a small road leads east toward 
Chacala Pond. Follow this road to its dead end; the pond is 
about | mile east of the dead end, the store site halfway. 


CHICHILE...Also called Ochile - this was a large town in the 
ancient Timucuan Indian province of Vitachuco. Chichile was 
the name of the town and the chief who ruled it. He was a 
younger brother of Chief Vitachuco, the top chief of the 
province, Chichile’s town was a large fortified village of over 
500 houses, all surrounded by a high log stockade. 


In 1539, Hernando de Soto came to the area, he surprised, 
Chichile with a night attack, defeated him and took over his 
village. Then he tried to make allies of the tribe. This method 
worked about as well as it would today. Records do not show 
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Le Moy’s Painting of Timicuan Indian Village (1563) 


what happened to the village after de Soto left, the Indians very 
likely abandoned the site and built a new town elsewhere. The 
site is located 4 mile west of Chacala Pond a few miles north of 
Micanopy: To reach it, follow Route 25, about 244 miles 
northwest of Micanopy’s city limits ,here a small road leads 
east toward Chacala Pond. Follow this road to its dead end. 
Chichile was 4 mile west of the pond and the pond is a mile 
east of the dead end. 


FORT WALKER...This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830’s. It was located just south of the small 
town of Wacahoota, south of Gainesville. To reach it from 
Wacahoota, follow Route 121 south for 2 miles to Route 346A 
leading west. Turn west on 346A and go in 4 mile. The fort site 
is just north of this point, in the southeast 4 of section 16. 
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BAKER COUNTY 


The Battle of Olustee 


THE BATTLE OF OLUSTEE...Also known as the battle of 
Ocean Pond, this was the largest Civil War battle in Florida. 
Union General Seymore with 5,500 men attacked Confederate 
General Finnegan with 5,400 men at a place called Ocean 
Pond, east of Lake City. The pond is located at the north end 
of Olustee Creek. The Confederates had been encamped 214 
miles east of Lake City,waiting for the Union troops to come to 
them, Then General Finnegan decided to march out to meet 
them. They met just east of the pond, 13 miles east of Lake 
City. The Confederates, even though slightly outnumbered, 
easily won the day and chased the Union troops back to where 
they came from. It was the Union’s first,and last,big push to 
take Florida. It was a great victory for the Confederates and a 
staggering defeat for the Union. The Confederates had 940 
men killed and wounded, the Unionreported 1,861 casualties. 
Today the battle site is a park, but the Confederates chased the 
Union for miles and there will be many areas outside the park 
limits ,that will be excellent places to search for relics. The 
Union troops had come from Jacksonville via Baldwin, 
MacClenny and Sanderson. 
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* BAY COUNTY 


CONFEDERATE SALT WORKS...Salt was very important 
during the Civil War, and St. Andrews Bay was a major 
producer. The Confederates had hundreds of salt-making 
establishments around the bay over the war years. In 
September of 1862, the Union gunboat “Sagamore”; attacked 
and destroyed many of the works. In November, the 
“Kingfisher” raided the bay. In 1863, Union soldiers and 
Marines raided the bay and reported that they had destroyed 
over 500 works. They had destroyed over 700 buildings, 
burned 12 flatboats and caused millions of dollars in losses to 
the Confederate cause. Most of the works were rebuilt and in 
1865 destroyed again. The saltworks sites are all over the bay, 
and each site will be a bonanza in relics, old bottles, lost coins 
and treasures. During the war,everyone who had anything 
valuable hid or buried it. Many were killed and never able to 
return to digit up. When soldiers from both sides raided a farm 
or lonely homestead,they took everything they found. 


BAY COUNTY 


OKCHIAHATCHEE...This was the village of a tribe of Creek 
Indians who came to Florida from Alabama in the late 1800's. 
They built this town along the banks of today’s Pine Log Creek 
in the northwestern part of the county. They were eventually 
absorbed into the Seminole Nation. To reach the site, follow 
Route 79 north from West Bay about 9 miles. The town was on 
the high ground along the creek, west of the Route 79 bridge. 


UNIDENTIFIED WRECK...There is an old story of a large 
Spanish merchantman, loaded with treasure, or a pirate ship, 
loaded with treasure sinking in the bay in the early 1800’s. This 
same story is attached to every bay on the west coast. Thestory 
is related and believed so often that I believe it may indeed have 
some merit. Some ship, wrecked in one of the bays, around 
1820. Not a large Spanish merchantman carrying treasure, 
because the Spanish treasure fleets were long gone by the 
1800’s. But, a Spanish pirate ship, possibly. There were 
Spanish pirates on the Florida west coast in the early 1800’s. In 
fact, this was the time the U.S. government sent Commodore 


Porter around to chase the pirates out of Florida. He was. 
successful,as all the pirates seem to have left around this time. 


The question to figure out,is, which bay? At the extreme east 
end of East Bay, just north of Wetappo Creek,is a small bayou 
called Horseshoe or Horse Bayou. There have been many 
reports of people finding old relics around here. Reports say 
there are the remains of an old sailing ship in or near the mouth 
of the bayou. And, the wreck contains a great hoard of treasure 
covered in several feet of mud. The story came out with great 
fanfare,then just quietly died away. That could mean there 
was a recovery, or that it came to nothing. Who knows? 


BRADFORD COUNTY 


FORT HARLEE...This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
established in March 1835 and named for Major Harlee of the 
South Carolina Volunteers. He and his men built it. The fort 
consisted of two blockhouses, barracks and support buildings 
all surrounded by pickets. It was built in the middle of a low 
pine flat,so there would be an unobstructed view of the area 
around it. For part of the time, it was under command of 
Captain Samuel Ringold. Later it would be manned by 
volunteer farmers and planters from the neighborhood. It was 
located at the old Santa Fe River Bridge, on the north side of 
the river, just west of today’s Hampton. It was in the middle of 
the north 4 of section 34, 2 miles via the river, west of the 
Route 200 bridge. A private road also passes the site, it comes 
into Route 200 just before the bridge; the fort is on the south 
side of this road 1% miles west of Route 200. 


UNKNOWN FORT... I found a reference to this fort on two 
old maps of Florida, it was probably built in the late 1830's, for 
the Second Seminole War. Which fort it was is very difficult to 
say, but I was able to pinpoint where it was. It was in the 
southwest 4 of the southwest 4 of Section 28, just southeast of 
todays Hampton. A railroad line passes the site just after it 
crosses the small creek the fort was on. To reach it, from todays 
Hampton, follow Route 18 east for 14 miles from the Routes 
18 and 325 intersection. Now, from this point go south 4 mile 
from Route 18. The fort was on the southeast side of the creek, 
just south of the railroad tracks, where they cross the creek. 


BREVARD COUNTY 


FORT ANN...This was a Second Seminole War fort, built by 
Lieutenant Irwin of the Ist regiment of Artillery in 1837. He 
named it, he said, for the prettiest girl in Pennsylvania. The 
fort would be used for a year, then abandoned in 1838. It was 
located at the Haulover Canal,wheré the Indians and traders 
hauled their boats over the land to change streams. The fort 
was to control use of the haulover. It was on the south side of 
the canal between it and Granny Cove. 


DUMMITT PLANTATION...This was a large, prosperous 
citrus plantation established in the 1830’s by the Dummitt 
family. During the Second Seminole War, there was an 
incident here that began a treasure hunt that is still going on. 
The Dummitts were still here when.the war began, but began 
making plans to leave when the war began knocking on their 
front door. Warriors under Chief King Philip and his son 
Coacochee were destroying plantations all along the east 
coast. So, the Dummitts decided to pack up and leave. They 
couldn’t carry all their treasures, so buried at least one chest of 
silver and valuables on the grounds of the plantation. Soon 
after they left, the Indians burned the plantation to the ground. 
Soldiers began using the ruins as a camp, and there were 
several skirmishes here. At the end of hostilities, two men were 
sent to dig up the chest. They did and the story ends. But, did 
the eccentric Mr. Dummitt bury other chests he didn’t tell 
anyone about? Many believe he did. Even if he didn’t, the site 
will be a bonanza in relics of the era. Old bottles, military 
equipment and paraphenalia. The plantation is located on the 
north end of Merritt Isle, in the area just east of Route 3, east of 
Dummitt Creek. 


CAMP HERNANDEZ...This was a picket works, on the 
plantation of General Hernandez during the Second Seminole 
War. There were several skirmishes with the Indians here while 
the troops were using the area. It became a regular calvary 
camp and was for a time the base camp for 500 Tennessee 
Volunteers. It was located on the mainland, about 7 miles 
north of today’s Titusville. 
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ALMIRANTA...A modern treasure-hunter has reported 
finding three ships near Cape Kennedy, one of which he 
believes is the Almiranta of the 1715 plate fleet,that wrecked 
just below Sebastian Inlet. He spotted the ship by airplane, 
laying near another wreck. Thus far, he says he has recovered 
over $65,000.00 in gold and silver coins. Also numerous 
artifacts from the period. All the coins were dated on or before 
1715. The Almiranta had carried 800 chests of coins, each chest 
with 300 coins in it. A total of some 240,000 coins. It was 
protecting the rear of the fleet when the storm hit, later she 
was reported to have made it over the reef and wrecked near 
the shore.” 
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BROWARD COUNTY 


FORT LAUDERDALE #1... In March of 1838, during the 
Second Seminole War, Major William Lauderdale brought 
company D, 3rd Artillery,of the Tennessee Volunteers to the 
New River area and built the first of three forts. The fort was 
officially named Fort Lauderdale on March 16, 1838. It was 
here to be a supply base and a base of operations for troops 
hunting Indians in this area. This first fort, was a two-tiered 
square blockhouse surrounded by a 50 by 60 foot wooden 
fence. Lauderdale and his men would stay here while patroling 
the neighborhood, then move on. The fort would be used off 
and on by troops for the rest of the year. On February 14, 1839, 
Captain William Davidson came to the area, and reported that 
the blockhouse had been burned by the Indians. Davidson 
would choose a new site and build the second fort. This first 
one was located in the middle of the west 4 of the southwest 4 
of the northwest 4 of section 10. It was on the north bank of the 
New River along today’s 4th place, in between the road and 
the river. About midway between southwest 8th Avenue and 
southwest 9th Avenue, 
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BROWARD COUNTY 


FORT LAUDERDALE #2. . . This is the fort built by 
Captain William Davidson,on February 14, 1839,when he 
came to New River and found the first fort burned. He came 
here with company K, of the 3rd artillery, they would build it. 
They garrisoned it at first, and at one time there would be over 
500 soldiers in the fort. It was located in the southeast 4 of the 
northwest '4 of section i1. This is where southeast 4th Street 
meets southeast 11th Avenue. From Las Olas Boulevard (in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale) and U.S. 1, go east on Las Olas to 
southeast 8th Avenue. Now turn south on 8th and go in to 4th 
Street. Now follow 4th to 11th. The fort was here. 


HILLSBORO INLET TREASURE ... There is an old story 
of alarge Spanish galleon, fully loaded with treasure, wrecking 
on the Hillsboro Rocks at the Hillsboro Inlet. Another story 
relates how an “Old Man Brown’; found two silver bars on the 
beach near the Hillsboro Rocks after a storm. He first believed 
they were lead, and by the time he found out what they were, he 
couldn’t find the exact spot again. 


After reading the stories, I decided to dig around to see if 
there were any facts to back them up. First I looked for Old 
Man Brown, and after much digging, finally found him. In 
1876, the New River area had only one permanent settler, Mr. 
John Brown, nicknamed “Pig” Brown. He was a hog farmer 
who lived alone on his small homestead along the river. I found 
that he lived here until he was elected to the State Legislature. 
The story of Brown’s discovery got around very quickly and 
soon three men from Miami came up to search for treasure. 
They camped at the site and spent several days searching. To 
them, the trip turned out to be a failure. They reported they 
only found the remains of an old privateer, from which they 
salvaged several iron cannons. At another spot they found the 
timbers of a larger and older wreck; here they recovered only a 
few relics and some old coins. No bonanza, and not enough to 
inspire salvage efforts. They very likely found the treasure they 
were searching for and didn’t recognize it. It undoubtedly was 
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just under them on one of these two wrecks they found. The 
larger older wreck may have been one of the 1641 plate fleet 
wrecks or one of a hundred others wrecked along the coast in 
the area. Anyway, all the information confirms that there are 
several old wrecks at the inlet, and a very good possibility that 
one of them was carrying treasure. This will be an excellent site 
for a diver with a good underwater metal detector and some 
free time, The “Hillsboro Rocks’; are at the Hillsboro Inlet in 
what is today Hillsboro, Florida, a small section between 
Pompano and Deerfield Beach. 


UNKNOWN WRECK ... A local fisherman walking along 
the beach in Lauderdale-by-the-Sea found part of an old ship 
in the sand. Further inspection has proven it to have been a 
sailing ship of the 1800s. It is over 80 feet long, and is lying 
upside down. It is located 4 block north of Anglins fishing 
pier, which is at the east end of Commercial Boulevard. 


UNKNOWN WRECK .. . In 1838, during the Second 
Seminole War, a large merchant ship was wrecked off the 
mouth of the New River. The Indians salvaged a great deal of 
food and supplies from this wreck. The New River cuts 
through the south side of Ft. Lauderdale. 


UNKNOWN SPANISH WRECK .. . A team of divers 
reported finding an unidentified wreck off Ft. Lauderdale a 
few years ago. They salvaged many ancient artifacts and 
Spanish coins dating from the 1770s. The wreck was located at 
the north end of Ft. Lauderdale. 


INDIAN CAMP... During the Second Seminole War, there 
was a large Indian camp in the south 4 of the northwest 4 of 
the northwest 4 of the southwest 4 of Section 16, on the west. 
bank of the south fork of the New River. The Indians under 
Chief Sam Jones came here after the massacre of the Cooly 
family, in 1836. Perhaps they hid or left behind some of the 
loot taken in that raid. They had taken, among other things, 
$480.00 in cash in the raid. The site is on a smail piece of land 
sticking out into the river, just south of where Route 82 crosses 
the river. 
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THE CHATAHOOCHEE .. . This was a Confederate 
gunboat that had patroled the Apalachicola River in the 
Blountstown area. In 1863,she was in a skirmish with Union 
forces and had been blown up. She sank somewhere between 
Blountstown and Ocheese Landing. Her more badly injured 
sailors were treated in the Gregory House,which at that time 
was located at Ocheese Landing. The house was the mansion 
of a large and very prosperous plantation. It was later moved 
to Toreya Park across the river. The wreck of the gunboat, her 
guns and relics, still wait to be found. 


JOHN BLOUNT ... This was a Seminole chief,who served 
Andrew Jackson as a guide when he came to Florida in 1818 to 
settle Indian troubles. Jackson gave Blount the title of 
Colonel, and in the Treaty of Fort Moultrie,in 1823, he gave 
him a reservation at today’s Blountstown, as a reward for his 
services. Blount moved his people onto the reservation,and 
stayed there until 1832,when he relinquished it and immigrated 
to Texas. His town was called Iola. Iola had been attacked by 
white men on several occasions and since Blount found out 
that he would get no satisfactory justice from white 
government, he decided to just move. Iola was located along 
Route 20 between Blountstown and the river. 


OCHEESE ... This was an old Indian village, the Indians here 
were a branch of the Creek tribe that came down to the area in 
the 1700s. They had several small villages along the Appalachi- 
cola River, but this was their main town. It was located at what 
became called Ocheese Landing, 9 miles northeast of 
Bloutstown. To reach the site, follow Route 69 north from 
Bloutstown to the junction with Route 274. East on 274 for one 
mile to a small road leading east. This small road leads to the 
landing, on the river at a curve. 
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CATFISH CREEK .. . In the early 1900s, two brothers were 
swimming in this creek, when one-happened to find an 
underwater cave along the bank. He went inside and found it 
was completely dry. In the back of the cave, were several large 
chests, and on them, were several skeletons. (There was no 
mention how he could see in this dark cave, or about the breath- 
ing air), Anyway, he filled his pockets with gold coins from one 
of the chests, (He swam with his pants on , in the early 19008, 
two brothers went to a remote creek and didn’t skinny dip orin 
their shorts, but fully dressed). The boys went home, showed 
the gold coins around and told the tale, then never went back 
again. Nor did anyone else. And people have been trying to 
find the cave ever since. If you helieve this story, I have a 
beautiful bridge in Brooklyn I'd love to talk to you about. This 
same story is told about Alligator Creek, only an old fisherman 
found the cave. He was robbed soon after and lost his memory 
and couldn’t find it again. ee Creek is just south of 
Punta Gorda, 


In still another story of this Bee: there was an old hermit 
living in a shack on an old Indian mound at the mouth of the 
creek. The hermit found a buried treasure near his shack and 
brought silver coins into Placida to buy supplies. Many of 
Placida’s townspeople saw them. Both stories keep people 
digging. Both are possible, anything is possible. I believe what 
past experience has taught me. The stories may be ridiculous 
on the surface, but more often as not, they were inspired by real 
occurences. The story of the hermit sounds possible. And, 
maybe two boys and a hermit may have found a cave above 
water along this creek, and maybe they found a treasure inside. 
They may have just told folks they couldn’t find the site again. 
It’s worth a look, what would it cost. There are caves in 
Florida, and there were pirates in Charlotte Harbor,as well as 
Indians who had treasure. A tribe lived on the Indian mound, 
they may have found treasure on some shipwreck, and kept it 
in the cave. Very possible. Catfish Creek is located just a little 
boat trip south of Placida. 


16 


CHARLOTTE COUNTY 


CAPE HAZE INDIAN MOUNDS... Charlotte Harbor was 
the territory of the Caloosa Indians, an ancient tribe that may 
have held the area for thousands of years. The Caloosas 
became the most powerful tribe in the state, if not from 
numbers, from savagery. All the other early Florida tribes 
eventually allowed the white men into their territory, but the 
Caloosas only let them install one mission and it only lasted a 
few years before they attacked it. Afterwards they disappeared 
into the swamps. The other early tribes were slowly destroyed 
by the Europeans and finally became extinct. In the middle 
1700s, there were still 80 families of Caloosas known; these left 
the state with the Spanish and went to Cuba. Any others stayed 
hidden deep in the Everglades. While they were on top, their 
famous chief Carlos collected a fortune from Spanish 
shipping that wrecked on his shores, He controlled everything 
from the Keys up to about the top of Lake Okeechobee. His 
people had a good deal of treasure, very little of which has ever 
been found. There are several ancient mounds at Cape Haze. 
The JOHN QUIET MOUND is located just west of the cape, 
on the west side. THE CASH MOUND is located across 
Turtle bay from the John Quiet mound: Many places in 
Florida are named for things that occurred at them. This name 
may mean someone found cash on this mound when it was 
discovered. Many believe pirates once camped at the cape, and 
report finding relics and old coins here. At the upper end of 
Turtle Bay, there is another Indian mound called the 
Powderhorn Mound on Powderhorn Key. This Key is named 
because it looks like an old powderhorn. Local residents 
believe there was some kind of Spanish establishment on this 
Key in the late 1600s. To reach Cape Haze, go southeast by 
boat about seven miles from Placida. 
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FORT HOLLIMAN ... Also known as the “FORGOTTEN 
BLOCKHOUSE®”. In April of 1836, General Winfield Scott 
ordered Major John McElmore to take a large supply of corn 
and pickled beef up the Withalacoochee River and establish a 
supply base. McElmore took a company of about 100 men up 
the river and built a small fort. It was a blockhouse surrounded 
by a log stockade. They had it built and ready for action by 
April 5, 1836. Then McElmore left,leaving the fort in charge of 
a Captain M. K. Holliman with a garrison of fifty Florida 
militia. A short time after leaving, Major McElmore was 
killed. And General Scott, who had ordered the fort built, 
forgot all about it and the 50 men in it. That’s how it became 
called the “Forgotten Biockhouse”. Everyone forgot about it. 
It wasn’t until May 10, 1836 that three men were able to escape, 
raft downriver to the gulf, and tell the rest of the army what 
was going on at the place. And, it wasn’t until May 30th that 
General Scott was able to get Colonel Leigh Reed and a rescue 
party of 80 volunteers to the fort. Why Scott delayed the rescue 
for all this time is still a mystery. The fort had been under a 
constant seige by 500 to 1,000 Indians since April 12th. The 
Indians had launched twenty direct attacks. All the corn and 
beef was gone and the gallant band of defenders were almost 
starving. Captain Holliman had been killed,trying to extend 
the fort’s stockade out to a small poo! of fresh water that was 
between the fort and the river. It was the only source of water 
they had, a tide pool that filled when the river was high. When 
Holliman was killed, command fell on Lieutenant L. B. 
Walker, who performed with exceptional competence and 
bravery. Aside from Holliman, only one other soldier would 
be killed. The Indians had many of their finest warriors killed. 
(Reported by them later.) The soldiers had very little shelter 
from the elements, the roof of the blockhouse burned and only 
the shell remained, but they fought on, wet, hungry and thirsty. 
The Indians began believing the soldiers were using witchcraft 
against them, and started using silver bullets to ward off the 
spells. Obviously, it didn’t help. Then one night three men 
made it to the river and found an old canoe. The Indians fired 
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at them, but they escaped and made it to the Gulf. From here 
they went to General Scott at Tallahassee. On May 30 Colonel 
Reed rescued them, without incident. 


The fort was located on the south bank of the river, within 
three miles of the falls of the river. I would say it was twelve 
miles above the river’s mouth, but the best way to find it would 
be by starting at the falls and check back along the south bank 
of the river. Look for the tide pool, a place where the trees have 
been cut down, the fort was built of logs. The trees didn’t grow 
back. It was no less than twelve miles from the mouth of the 
river, they came to the site on rafts; rafts wouldn’t go up the 
falls, and they would pick a place where river steamers could 
stop. The fort is on what is now lake Rousseaujust southeast of 
Ingliss. There are many small roads in the area, possibly one of 
them will lead to the site. It is most likely in the west 4 of 
section 9 or section 4. Section 4 was a point; they often built on 
points. A small road deadends in the west side of section 9. 
Maybe it led to the fort. 


HICKS ISLAND .. . This was named for the Seminole chief 
John Hicks (Tose Emathla), once the top chief of all the 
Florida Seminoles. He had a village on this isle for a short 
time. The isle is located between Fort Cooper Lake and Floral 
City. To reach it, follow Route 4! north 144 miles from Floral 
City. Here Route 41 is joined by Route 39A; follow 39A east 
and it will deadend at the isle. 


ORLEANS ... This is a ghost town, established in 1885 as a 
farming community by the Reverend Young. It grew to a 
population of about 100, then died in the freeze of 1895. It was 
located on the Withalacoochee Land Use Project, in the 
northeast %4 of section 35 just southwest of Inverness. From 
Inverness, follow Route 581 for 24 miles south of the Route 
581 and 44 intersection to a small road leading west. Follow 
this in 1 to 44 miles and the town was just south of this point. 
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FORT HEILMAN AND GAREYS FERRY... Gareys Ferry 
was a ferry crossing over Black Creek in the early 1800s. 
During the Second Seminole War, the site came to prominence 
when Fort Heilman was built across the creek from the ferry. 
The fort was built in 1836, and became the arsenal and 
general supply depot for the army. As hostilities increased, 
more and more refugees from the neighborhood came in to live 
near the fort, and the place became an enormous tent city. 
People put up tents, shacks and huts all around the fort and 
Gareys place. There were so many people that starvation and 
disease became a serious threat to survival. The army couldn’t 
feed them and they couldn’t hunt or farm for food so things 
became very desperate. But starvation was easier than death at 
the hands of the savages. To reach the site, there is a road 
leading to it from Route 220 in Middleberg. The road forks 
east from Middleberg off Route 220 just about 4 mile south 
of the 220 bridge over the north fork of the creek. Follow this 
fork east; it leads into the middle of the forks of the creek where 
Fort Heilman was. This road gets smaller just before it ends, 
the fort was about 4 mile east of the point where the road gets 
smaller, between the creek and the road. (On the north side of 
the road) This is in the southeast 4 of the southeast 4 of 
section 12, Gareys place was right across the creek from the 
fort, in the northeast 4 of the southeast 4% of section 12. 


MAGNOLIA SPRINGS ... This is a ghost town, that was 
active in the late 1800s. The town became well known for the 
big showplace hotel called the Magnolia Hotel. It attracted 
wealthy tourists from all over the country. They came to enjoy 
the first class accommodations, and the scenic St. Johns River 
area. During the Civil War, Confederate General Hatch built 
a fort here. He reported that it was a small but very strong fort. 
He also said it was completely under the fire of the Union 
gunboats using the river. What the name of the post was wasn’t 
mentioned. The town was located on the west bank of the river, 
about 4 mile north of Green Cove Springs. Magnolia Point 
sticks out into the St. Johns, the town and fort were here. 
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DOCTORS LAKE FORT... This was a Revolutionary War 
fort, established on the banks of Doctors Lake in the 1770s. 
There is very little information on it, except it was here and still 
being used in 1883. It had probably been used in all the 
Seminole Wars and the Civil War. The English built it for the 
protection of the plantations in the area, then after they left, 
the Spanish used it, as did the later groups of American 
soldiers. 


DAVID KEMPS ... This was a St. Johns River steamer; she 
burned and sank off Black Point in 1897. Black Point is 
located near the mouth of Black Creek. 


GREEN COVE SPRINGS... In the 1700s, this town was the 
site of a plantation belonging to Florida’s last English 
Governor, Patrick Tonyn (1774-1784). In the early 1900s, a 
story came out that there was a fortune in pirate loot buried 
under one of the towns main streets. The pirates had 
supposedly had a camp on this spot and used the place as a 
bank for several years. This brought a hoard of treasure 
hunters in, and they dug up half of the town trying to find it. To 
no avail. I don’t know the details of this particular story, but in 
my opinion, it’s very possible someone found relics of 
Governor Tonyn’s plantation and not knowing anything 
about it, decided pirates had left them. There were river pirates 
along the St. Johns River in the 17th Century, that’s a fact, so 
who can say? There may well be a fortune in pirate loot buried 
somewhere in the town. As well as a bonanza in relics of 
Governor Tonyn’s plantation. 


WEALUSTA SEMINOLE TOWN .. . This was a large old 
town, used for years, by a large population. It was located on 
the banks of Black Creek, just north of Green Cove Springs. 
Will be an excellent site for relics, and possibly loot taken in 
raids, during the Second Seminole War. 
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FORT KEIS ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, built in 
the 1830s. To reach the site from today’s Immokalee, follow 
Route 846 south,to Route 858 West. Then on Route 858, goin 
7¥, miles from the 846 and 858 intersection. At the 744 mile 
point, there is a small road that goes in about 4 mile. This road 
is on the east side of the Camp Keis Strand. The fort was 
located on the east side of Camp Keis Strand. If this small road 
doesn’t deadend at the fort site it is within a 4 mile east of this 
road. The fort was in the south 4 of the southwest 4 of section 
18. 


The Big Cypress (Third Seminole War) 


FORT DOANE... This was a Third Seminole War fort, it was 
located on Big Corkscrew Island just northwest of Fort Keis. It 
is off Route 846, about 15 miles east of Naples Park. 
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FORT FOSTERS .. ..This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in March of 1837. It was an oval shaped fort, with a small 
creek running through part of it. It was located on the old 
Seminole trail in what was then called Rattlesnake Hammock. 
It was located in the southwest |4 of the southwest 4 of section 
1 in township 49 south range 27 east. It is in what is now called 
Golden Gates Estates, just east of Naples. To reach it from 
Naples, follow Route 951 east to 858 north. Now go north on 
858 for 314 miles to Golden Gate Bivd. Next goexactly74 miles 
and the fort is here on the north side of the road. The road may 
cover part of the site. The Indian trail it was on ran from the 
head of Henderson Creek,north to Ft. Myers. 


BILLY BOWLEGS.... This was a Seminole chief, who was the 
war chief of the Indians still remaining after the end of the 
Second Seminole War. His Indian name was Holatter-Micco. 
The few Indians still in Florida after the Second War had gone 
deep into the Everglades to areas the white men could scarcely 
penetrate. Then in 1855, a squad of army surveyors under 
Lieutenant Hartstuff, was sent into the swamp to survey the 
remaining Indian towns and estimate their number. For a 
laugh, a few of Hartstuff’s soldiers trampled Bowleg’s banana 
patch, just to see what he would do. They found out the next 
morning, December 20, 1855, when Bowlegs attacked and 
killed several of them. Thus began the Third Seminole War. 
The Indians were never conquered and their war didn’t 
officially end until a treaty in 1934. The total number of 
Bowlegs band when it began was less than 400 people, and over 
half of these were women and children. On May 8, 1858, 
Bowlegs surrendered, after accepting the government money, 
and was sent west with 123 of his people. Forty-one other 
Seminoles who had been captured ,went with him. 


Bowlegs main town was located 2 miles east of Bonnet 
Pond. To reach it, follow Route 84, (Alligator Alley) east from 
Miles City to the junction with Route 839 (5 miles). Turn north 
on 839 and go to its deadend. Bowlegs village was north of the 
deadend either in Pepper Hammock (1 mile) or on Bear Lake 
island (3 miles). 
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BLOUNTS FORT... This fort was named for the Seminole 
Chief John Blount. It was built for the Second Seminole War 
that ran from 1835 to 1842, and it was located in the northwest 
¥, of the southeast 4 of section 15. This is on the east bank of 
the Suwannee River, about 2 miles (by land) from the 
Georgia/ Florida state lines. To reach it, from today’s town of 
Benton,on Route 441, go north on 441 for 74 miles, this is 4 
mile south of the state line. At 744 mile point, there is a small 
road leading southwest, follow it 2 miles,and the fort is just 
west of the road, on the river, between the road and the river. 


O’LENO . . . This is a ghost town, built in the 18008 at the 
Santa Fe River Natural Bridge. This is a spot where the river 
goes underground for three miles, then re-emerges. The 
Indians used it as a bridge for centuries. In the 15008,when the 
Spanish arrived in Florida, they used it as part of their road to 
Pensacola from St. Augustine. In the 18008, the natural bridge 
was a part of the famous early Florida road called the Bellamy 
Road. The town of “Leno” grew up on the bridge as a farming, 
trade and lumbering center. It had stores, a hotel, blacksmith, 
saloons and over a hundred private homes. The population 
grew to something over 700 people. The end of the town came 
shortly after the end of the Civil War. Reconstruction brought 
the railroad to Florida, but unfortunately, the line missed the 
site of Leno and the people moved to be on it. Farmers and 
local people began calling the site “Old Leno”, and soon it was 
known as “O’ Leno”. Today the site is a State Park. 


FORT ALLIGATOR ... This was a Second Seminole War 
fort, built in the 1830’s and named for Seminole Chief 
Alligator, whose village was nearby. During the War, the fort 
became very overcrowded from the locals seeking protection 
here. It was located a miles southeast of Lake City, along 
Route 133, about where it crosses Price Creek. 
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SANTA MARGARITA . . . In the 15008, a large Spanish 
galleon of the annual plate fleet,was blown into Biscayne Bay 
(Miami), during a hurricane, and wrecked in shallow water. 
Her cargo was six million dollars worth of treasure from South 
America. 


In the late 18008, a man walking the bayfront near today’s 
Cutler,found hundreds of silver bars sticking up out of the mud 
along the mangroves. He didn’t know they were silver at the 
time, but brought one home and later found out what it was. 
Then,when he tried to find the spot again, he couldn’t. 


Also in the late 18008, a man named Ned Pent,found a 
chest of Mexican pillar dollars,along the bayfront,near today’s 
Cutler. There are several other vague stories of people making 
finds in the area and all over Biscayne Bay. After reading all of 
them, I got out a map of the bay, and started drawing lines. 
Trying to triangulate to see where these things were coming 
from. Then I went down to the bay. I launched my boat just 
north of Cutler and headed south. I found a spot I thought fit 
all my information, but there were too many people in the area 
to go metal detecting, so I went off the site,and started 
investigating underwater with my diving mask, just in case I 
might see something. I was drifting along a sandy ridge that 
was about I5 deep, when all of a sudden, Isaw a narrow group 
of round rocks, half buried, half exposed in the sand. The 
mound got thicker and thicker until it was about 15 wide, that I 
could see, and it must have been about 50 feet long. There were 
some strange shell formations around them, but nothing 
identifiable. Well, this was over ten years ago, I was an 
amateur in the treasure-hunting business. Could the stones be 
ballast? No, how could they be? Have I actually found a wreck? 
No, impossible. When I got home from the excursion, I once 
again checked my maps of the bay. The rocks didn’t belong 
there. They were not natural to the site. What to do? I wasn’ta 
diver and you couldn’t dive for treasure in the bay anyway, too 
many people around and J didn’t have the money or resources 
anyway. Were they really ballast stones? So, I just waited 
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Then a few years ago, I put out a map and a book on 
Treasure in Florida. After it went out, I started hearing from 
people around the state commenting on the sites I had given 
-out. Three people wrote me about this site in Biscayne Bay. 
One man, a diver, sent me charts of the bay and said he had 
found old anchors, now would I please mark the spot where I 
found the stones. Well, I had to say no, as I hadn’t decided 
what to do about the site yet. Another diver wrote that he had 
found cannons in the same area and could we get together 
and work on the salvage. Where did I find the stones? A third 
man wrote that he too had found a lot of things down in the 
bay. There was a wreck here, and it very likely was a valuable 
one. 


PS 
fe 


The Santa Margarita is in this area 
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TEQUESTA VILLAGE ... The Tequesta tribe,ruled the 
territory around Biscayne Bay when the first explorers arrived. 
They were not a big tribe, and were in most respects under the 
thumb of the Caloosas who ruled the Keys and the Southwest 
end of Florida. They had a village at the mouth of the Miami 
River in the 1500s and Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, the 
first Spanish governor of Florida, stopped here in 1565. This 
was the tribe’s main village, and in the years to come the 
Spanish would build missions here. It was located on the south 
side of the Miami River, at the river’s mouth.. 


PUEBLO RATON ... This was a Biscayne Bay Tequesta 
village in the 1760s and was likely the last of the Tequesta 
Indian towns. All the Tequestas would be gone from the area 
by the late 1700s. In 1763, only 30 men remained in the village, 
they took their families and went to Cuba with the departing 
Spanish. Cayo Raton, Rat Key, where the Pueblo was, is 
believed to have been today’s Virginia Key. Cayo Raton was 
said to be four miles long; Virginia Key isn’t this long today, 
but may once have been. The Key is in Biscayne Bay, and 
your reach it via the Rickenbacker Causeway as you cross the 
bay to Key Biscayne. 


FORT DALLAS ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in 1836, and named for Commador Alexander Dallas, 
then in command of the Caribbean Fleet. For a time,it was 
garrisoned by U.S. Marines under command of Ist Lieutenant 
Henry Burton. It was built on the north side of the Miami 
River, on what was then the old Fitzpatrick Plantation. The 
old slave quarters were converted to barracks for the officers. 
The fort would be used in both the 2nd and 3rd Seminole Wars 
and wasn’t closed down until 1858. Julia Tuttle later bought 
the site, and had the old officers quarters converted into a 
house,where she lived until her death in 1898. Finally the site 
was sold to a hotel firm and the Dallas Park Hotel was erected 
on it. The old slave quarters were saved and moved and are 
now a tourist attraction in Miami’s Lumis Park. 
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INDIAN VILLAGE .. . Today’s Black Ceasars Creek was 
originally called, at least by some, the Miguel Mora. There was 
an Indian village at the mouth of this creek in the late 1500s 
and early 1600s. In 1607 the Spanish in St. Augustine reported 
that the Indians of this village had visited them. The Keys 
Indians made many very valuable recoveries from wrecks in 
the Keys and anywhere they had a village will be an excellent 
site to search for gold and silver they might have salvaged. 
Especially off Elliot Key, as the waters off here are a graveyard 
of ships. 


GHOST TOWN ...Inthe 1800s, there were many homesteads 
on Elliot Key, and soon a small town grew up on the isle and 
there were hundreds of people. They built a schools, stores, a 
saloon and many private homes. Today, only the foundations 
remain, along with a bonanza in relics and old bottles. 


SPANISH COINS ... A small bonanza in Spanish coins was 
found about five miles south of the north end of the isle in the 
early 1900s; they were all dated 1653. They also found 
musketballs and old relics at the site, all obviously washing in 
from an offshore wreck. Hundreds of the silver coins were 
found on a small sand ridge in a cove along the east side of the 
isle. 


TREASURE CHEST... A fisherman once reported findinga 
large chest in less than ten feet of water while fishing off the 
east side of the isle. He tried to haul it up into his boat, but it 
was much too heavy. When he returned to the site,with help 
and equipment, he couldn’t find it again. 


NUESTRA SENORA DEL POPULO ... Also called “El 
Pinque”, she was part of the 1733 Plate Fleet. She was the 
northernmost wreck. Her captain was Francisco Ibernon and 
she was owned by the Spanish crown. She probably carried 
betweet 10 and 12 cannons. She wrecked on the Pacific reef, in 
30 feet of water, at the south end ofthe reef. In recent years she 
has been reported found, but she is in the Biscayne National 
Monument and therefore cannot be salvaged. 
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DESOTO COUNTY 


PINELEVEL ... A ghost town, a few people still live in the 
area, but the town of Pinelevel is gone. This was Florida’s 
answer to Dodge City, Kansas and the other great rip-roaring 
towns of the 1800s. It was founded in 1850,after the Second 
Seminole War, and became infamous for the violence and 
lawlessness of her citizens. It had churches, stores, saloons, 
warehouses, small businesses and hundreds of private homes. 
The old jail, which housed some members of the infamous 
Sarasota Gang, is still being used as part of an area resident’s 
house, The town was located about eight miles west of today’s 
Arcadia. To reach it, follow Route 70 west,to where the 
highway forks, (about 314 miles) then continue straight (south 
fork) to the deadend, about four miles to the site. At about this 
point you'll see a farmhouse. The farmhouse is diagonally 
across from what had been one of Pinelevel’s main streets. 
You'll find the remains of foundations of saloons, stores and 
small businesses along here. About 4 mile northeast of the 
farmhouse was the-site of the courthouse and county jail. All 
the area between and around these sites was the heart of 
Pinelevel. There should be relics, old bottles and lost coins 
scattered all over this area, 


FORT WINDER ... A Second Seminole War fort, built in the 
1830s. It was located across and down river from Fort Ogden. 
To reach it, follow Route 35 south from Fort Ogden about one 
mile to the junction with Route 761. Now follow Route 761 
three miles northwest, to the forks. Follow the South Fork 
(southwest) for 144 miles. The fort was east of this point, along 
a curve in the river. 


FORT OGDEN ... A Second Seminole War fort built in the 
late 1830s,to protect the Peace River settlers. It was located a 
mile west of today’s town on the banks of a small creek,that 
enters the river from the south. It is along the north side of the 
railroad line, about 4% mile, after it crosses the river. 
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SARASOTA GANG .. . This large gang of outlaws were 
named for the many crimes they pulled around the Sarasota 
area. They were organized after the Civil War, as a vigilante 
group, formed to keep the carpetbaggers and new settlers out 
of the area. Before long the group grew to a gang of over fifty 
riders. Not the usual outlaw gang made up of cutthroats and 
killers, this gang was made up of local farmers, planters, 
storekeepers and cowboys. But, they did become killers and 
bandits, and they pulled many successful robberies and 
murdered many people. In the 1800’s, their base of operations 
was in the rip roaring town of Pinelevel. In 1885, twenty of 
their members were brought in to the Pinelevel jail to stand 
trial for murder, all but three escaped prosecution. Of these, 
two escaped from the Pinelevel jail and the last only served 
threeshort years. He died in bed in 1961. Another of their 
leaders was a man called “The Rattler”, he was never 
prosecuted for any crimes and also became a pillar of the 
community. There have been rumors of the gangs buried loot 
around the old Pinelevel site for years. Occasionally a small 
chashe is found, this keeps people hunting. There were many 
members of the gang, and I’m sure each member took care of 
hiding his share. Pinelevel was 84 miles west of Arcadia along 
Route 70. 
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FORT McCRAB ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in 1840. It was located on the west side of the Suwannee 
River, a few miles north of Suwannee Oldtown. To reach the 
site from Oldtown, follow Route 349 north for 54 miles from 
the Routes 349 and 55 intersection. Here a small road comes 
into 349. Follow this road east a mile to where it forms a T. 
Now follow the south road for 4 mile, here another small road. 
comes in from the east. Follow it and it runs through the fort 
site just before it deadends on the river. The fort may have been 
north of this road, or on both sides of it. 


CONFEDERATE GUNBOAT ... During the Civil War there 
was considerable activity along the Suwannee River. 
Confederate blockade runners took cargos from here all over 
the world, and brought contraband back. So, many of the river 
bluffs were fortitied to protect the runners from Union 
gunboats. Many of the Suwannee river steamers were turned 
into gunboats to patrol the river and fight off the Union 
gunboats. One such Confederate gunboat was the Madison. 
The Madison was owned and operated by Captain James 
Tucker. Before the war it was a floating general store trading 
between Cedar Keys and up the river as far as Columbus. (A 
ghost town across from Ellaville). During the war, Captain 
Tucker organized a company of Confederates with the cause 
in their hearts and set out to fight. They even caught a Union 
gunboat once. Then Captain Tucker was ordered to Virginia 
without his ship. So, before he left, in September of 1863, he 
took the Madison up to Troy Springs and sunk her on the 
rocks at the end of the Spring run in shallow water. Tucker 
never returned from Virginia. During the war the ships boilers, 
cabins and smokestacks were removed, but her bones are still 
here in Troy springs. To reach the site, from today’s Branford, 
go west on route 27 for 4 miles to about 4 miles past the route 
354 junction with 27, to a small road. Follow this road 4 mile 
to Troy Springs, then by boat, follow the Springs run to the 
Suwannee River. The boat is here at this point. She was a sma!l 
side wheeled steamer, and she may still contain relics of her 
time. 
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MANDARIN ... This small town has seen a great deal of early 
Florida history. It was the site of an ancient Timicium Indian 
village that was used for centuries, then in the 1600’s the site 
was occupied by the Spanish. Still later it would be used by the 
English settlers. Before the Civil War, it was a stopover for 
river steamers, and it became well known as the winter home of 
Florida author, Harriet Beecher Stowe. During the Civil War 
Confederate troops occupied the town, and on March 30, 1864 
Captain E.P. Bryan placed twelve torpodoes, each with 70 
pounds of cannon powder in them, across the St. Johns River 
near Mandarin Point. The water here was 25 feet deep and the 
channel very wide at the spot. 


In April of 1864, the U.S. Transport “Maple Leaf? a 
double stacked side wheel steamer, hit one of the torpedoes 
and sank in seven minutes. She was carrying the camp 
equipment of three regiments at the time. She must have been 
in fairly shallow water when she went down, because part of 
her was still above water after she sank. A Confederate 
artillery detachment under Lt. Gamble set her upper works on 
fire and she burned down to the surface of the water. Nothing 
was stated as to her salvage. Even if she was, there will still be 
valuable artifacts and relics on the wreck. Two weeks later, the 
U.S. Transport “General Hunter” with a full cargo of 
quartermasters stores struck one of the torpedoes and sank at 
almost the same spot. A few weeks after this, the transports 
“Harriet Weed” and “Alice Price? also hit torpedoes and went 
down here in a few minutes. Four Union transports full of 
supplies,sank in a small area near Mandarin Point. After 
losing these four ships, the Union sent gunboats to Mandarin, 
shelled the town, then destroyed the remaining torpedoes. This 
will be an excellent site for a diver to salvage tons of relics of 
the Civil War. You can probably walk across the channel on 
the bones and relics of these ships. 


CAMP MILTON ... This was a Confederate camp during the 
Civil War. It was built in 1862 and was named for Floridas 
Confederate governor, John Milton. Union troops once 
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overran the works, and described them as extensive and 
magnificently built. They thought they were beautiful in detail. 
It must have been quite a camp. It was built under the orders of 
Confederate General W.M. Gardner and thousands of 
Confederate and Union troops would pass through it. There 
were breastworks, mess halls and a large tent city. There were 
several skirmishes here, at one time 2,500 Union troops from 
Jacksonville marched to attack it. Unfortunately, at the time, 
there was only a small Confederate garrison here, They left 
when they saw the Union approaching. It was located on the 
banks of McGirts Creek, in an area just between Route 10 and 
the Old Plank Road, just a few miles west of Jacksonville. To 
reach it from Jacksonville, follow Route 10 west fo McGirts 
Creek Bridge. Turn north here and follow the creek. From the 
bridge to the.Old Plank Road is about a mile, the camp 
somewhere in between on the east side of the creek. 
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POTTSBURG PLANTATION .. . This was a very large and 
prosperous indigo plantation on Pottsburg Creek. The early 

Florida writer William Bartram visited the plantation during 

his explorations in 1773. Pottsburg Creek enters the St. Johns 

River at todays Arlington,in South Jacksonville. 


DANIEL McGIRT 


Daniel McGirt, one of early Florida’s most notorious 
badmen amassed a small fortune during his heyday, none of 
which has ever been found. Not that he hid it so well, but 
because no one has ever known exactly where to search. At 
least not in modern times. Those who searched in the years just 
after his death may have known where, but they had no 
equipment to use to find it. I determined to find out where he 
lived and where his camps were to give modern hunters a 
chance. None of the stories I had read ever gave the slightest 
lead, so I searched in old records and history books. Finally, 
after several years of gathering scraps of information, I’ve 
found the trail. But first, before I tell you where, let me tell the 
McGirt story for those who don’t know it. 


Daniel McGirt was born in the 1750’s and grew up in the 
St. Augustine, Florida area. His father, James McGirt was.a 
Lutheran farmer who had moved here from North Carolina 
with his wife, daughter and five sons. 


Daniel first came to prominence during the Revolutionary 
War. He became a patriot soldier with the Georgia Mounted 
Volunteers, where he quickly distinguished himself in service. 
Unfortunately, his service career was cut short, over a horse. 
He happened to acquire a very exceptional gray horse, he 
named the Gray Goose. _ 


One of his superiors saw him riding proudly around camp 
on the horse, and immediately claimed it for himself. McGirt 
refused to give up the horse and so the officer had him 
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whipped. A few days later, he stole the horse back and 
deserted. His anger was so great with the Volunteers, that he 
soon after, went over to the opposing army. Now he was a 
member of the East Florida Rangers, fighting on the side of the 
British. He quickly won the rank of Colonel and became one of 
the leaders of the Rangers. 


When the war was over, McGirt and his Rangers were 
considered outlaws. They had been on the wrong side. Part of 
the Rangers disbanded and went up north, but McGirt and his 
remnant remained, to live outside the society they had once 
been part of. As time went on, the gang grew, they took in 
renegade Indians, and anyone on the run from the law. The 
gang soon had over sixty fighting men, and their families. 


At first they only raided southern Georgia, but as they 
grew stronger, they began raiding anything and everything: 
they could take. This was huge amounts of booty. Every 
farmhouse, riverboat, plantation, wagon caravan, and traveler 
they came across was robbed of anything they had of value. 
McGirt got rich. After every robbery, he would take his share 
and bury it in a secret bank at one of his hidden camps. The 
loot eventually amounted to something between seventy and 
one hundred thousand dollars. 


Then he was caught. One night while sleeping ina friendly 
Indian town, a troop of soldiers happened by and captured 
him without a fight. Proof against him was almost non- 
existant, so because of his bad reputation, he was put ona boat 
and sent out of the country with orders to never return. A short 
time later,he was captured trying to come back. He was taken 
into custody, and that’s the last ever heard of him. Local rumor 
said he was taken and imprisoned in a dungeon cell beneath the 
great Castillo de San Marcos at St. Augustine, but the rumor 
was never confirmed or denied. 


No one knows the truth, but a few years ago while 
historians were excavating under the ancient fort,they founda 
small underground cell that had been sealed up. No one knew 
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it existed. Inside they found two very old skeletons. It’s very 
possible one of these was Mr. McGirt. Whatever happened to 
him, all the old accounts agree that he never returned to the 
wilds of Florida to reclaim his loot. 


There are several places for a person with a good metal 
locator to search for it. And remember, when you go to the 
following sites, that other members of his gang also hid their 
share of the loot around their camps. 


In 1780, McGirt had a farm located a half mile above - 
where today’s Ortega River (formerly called McGirts Creek) 
meets the St. Johns River. The farm was just east of the town of 
Ortega, half a mile south of Sadler Point. Today’s Route 21], 
crosses the Ortega River at the spot. Although McGirt was on 
the run at this time, he and his gang often came to the farm and 
camped here for several days at a time. 
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One of their favorite campgrounds, was on the Diego 
Plains in St. Johns County. The owner of this land was one 
Francisco Sanchez, an ally of McGirt’s, who supplied the 
outlaw band with food. He was a large cattle rancher and also 
supplied St. Augustine. McGirt’s gang could camp in the ruins 
of old Spanish Fort Diego located here on the Plains. The old 
fort was located four miles south of Ponte Verde Beach along 
Route AIA. 


Up in Nassau County, the gang had a campsite along the 
banks of St. Pablo Creek just west of today’s Mayport. The site 
of their camp was on land purchased in 1791 by a Mr. Francis 
Goodwin and family. Prior to his purchase, the land was 
known as “The German Settlement”, also as the “Dutch 
Settlement? and as “McGirt’s Encampment”. Obviously there 
was a small settlement here either before or after the McGirt 
gang. 

McGirt’s father and brothers also owned property around 
the St. Johns River area. In Clay County, south of 
Jacksonville, they had a piece of land on the west side of the 
river facing New Switzerland. In St. Johns County, they had 
two hundred acres on Guano Creek, nine miles north of St. 
Augustine. This was near the Diego Plains, just south of 
Pointe Verde Beach. Far up in the northern part of Nassau 
County, McGirt’s father had a homestead on the St. Mary’s 
River. The place was called McGirt’s Ferry during the 
Revolutionary War and was used extensively by troops from 
both sides. At one time the Patriots had over sixty tents set up 
all around the house. This homestead may be where Daniel 
McGirt grew up, as his father had it quite some time before the 
Revolution. At any rate, the old homesite will be an excellent 
site to search not only for McGirt’s loot, but for relics of the 
1700’s and relics of the Revolution. Soldier’s campsites are 
always excellent sites for coinshooting and finding relics they 
left behind. The old homestead was located on the south side of 
the St. Mary’s River, near British Fort Tonyn. Near where 
today’s Route 95 crosses the river. 
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UNION ARMY CAMP... This Civil War camp was on Santa 
Rosa Isle, just east of Fort Pickens. It was the camp of Colonel 
Bill Williams Zouaves, as the 6th New York Volunteer 
Infantry was called. In another account it was called Browns 
Camp, and the troops were under a Colonel Brown. Possibly 
both men were here. It was located a mile east of Fort Pickens 
at a spot where Santa Rosa Isle is only three-fourths of a mile 
wide. 


Colonel William’s troops arrived on the isle on October 8, 
1861. They were attacked soon afterwards by Confederate 
General Braggs Infantry, under command of Brigadeer 
General Richard Anderson. The Confederates attacked in 
three columns. The first battalion was 350 men under Colonel 
J. Chambers, they were from the 9th and 10th Mississippi 
Infantry and the 1st Alabama Infantry. The second battalion 
was 400 men under Colonel J. Anderson, they were from the 
7th Alabama Infantry, the Ist Florida Infantry and two 
companies of Louisiana Infantry. The 3rd battalion was 260 
men under Colonel J. Jackson, they were from the 5th Georgia 
Infantry, with two companies of‘ Independent Georgia 
Infantry. Plus there was a company of 53 men to spike the 
Union guns and break up their camp equipment. The 
Confederates landed ‘four miles from Fort Pickens and 
marched to the Union camp. The first battalion marched along 
North Beach, the second along the South Beach or gulf side, 
and the third went down the center of the isle. When they 
reached the Union camp, it was night. They attacked the 
Union pickets just east of the camp. They came at them over a 
hill. The Union had only 200 menin the camp able to fight, and 
were quickly chased back. Thén the Confederates overran 
their camp, destroyed it, and a great store of army supplies and 
equipment. They also destroyed a great amount of arms and 
ammunition. The Union had 14 men killed, 29 wounded and 
20 were taken as prisoners. The Confederate victors had 18 
men dead, 39 wounded and 30 men taken as prisoners, As the 
Rebs withdrew back to their boats, two companies of regulars 
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from Fort Pickens followed them, this is where they lost most 
of their casualties. They were overtaken two miles east of the 
fort,on the north side of the isle and had a hot fight here. They 
managed to beat back the Union attackers and finally made it 
to their boats. Today it is very possible the old broken guns and 
equipment is still buried on the site where the Confederates 
destroyed it. 


DON TRISTAN DE LUNA Y ARELLANO ... In 1550,De 
Luna was appointed Governor of Florida. Then in July of 1559 
he sailed to establish a colony in West Florida in what was then 
called the Bay of Santa Maria. (Pensacola Bay). He sailed with 
13 ships, 500 soldiers, 1,000 civilians,and enough supplies to 
last over a year. He landed at the bay sometime around the first 
of August 1559. On the 14th of Augusta violent hurricane blew 
up and destroyed 7 of his ships and most of the supplies. (The 
ships had been anchored at the old Spanish village.) Many of 
the colonists were killed, and the 7 ships were totally lost. One 
was carried up into a groove of trees more than a Harbusques 
shot-from shore. The others were wrecked in shallow water in 
the bay. 


PINE BARREN CREEK .. . There was a Civil War skirmish 
here at the bridge on July 22, 1864 and another skirmish on 
December 15, 1864. Three companies of the 15th Confederate 
Cavalry were camped here with four pieces of artillery. Pine 
Barren Creek Bridge is located four miles north of Molino 
Crossroads along Route 95. These crossroads are located 
north of Pensacola. 


INTREPIDO . .. This was a Spanish ship, she wrecked on a 
beach at, or near Pensacola in 1814. She was under the 
command of Captain Alferez del Moral, and wrecked duringa 
violent storm. 


EARL BATHHURST... This wasa British ship, she wrecked 
at Pensacola in 1811. Her captain was named Heron and she 
was bound from England when she went down. 
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Early Map of Pensacola Bay 
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BULOW PLANTATION .. . Charles Bulow came to Flagler 
County in 1821, when he bought the plantation called “Good 
Retreat” from the widow of John Russell for about $10,000.00 
and created Bulowville. He planted sugar, cotton and indigo 
and built the 4,600 acre estate into one of the finest most 
profitable plantations in Florida. It became called Bulowville 
because it had 60 buildings on it and was as large as a small 
town. Bulow’s mansion house was 2 1/2 stories high, had 2 
kitchens and was surrounded by a beautiful piazza. His old 
coquina and brick sugar mill near Smith’s Creek,is today a 
tourist attraction. It had been burned out, but still stands. 
Charles Bulow wasn’t the man who built the plantation into 
the showplace it was, he had died in 1823, and his son John 
took over. John was the famous Bulow, or rather the Infamous 
Bulow. He was described as something of an excentricand asa 
cruel and vicious slavemaster. He was said to beat, torture, 
starve and even murder some of his 300 slaves. He became very 
Tich, but was always despised by his neighbors. They 
considered him about half crazy. When the Seminole troubles 
were beginning in the 1830’s, he supposedly had a group of his 
slaves help him bury several chests of money and valuables 
around the grounds of the plantation. Afterwards, these slaves 
were killed to keep the locations secret. He did of course have 
his gentle side, he loved good books and had the best library in 
Florida. In 1831, he was host to the famous John James 
Audubon,who spent sevéral months here. Audubon later 
mentioned the visit in his writings. A few months after the 
Seminole War began, a Major Ben Putnam,of the Mosquito 
Roarers brought a company of soldiers to the plantation to 
establish a post here. Young Bulow ordered them off his land. 
and even fired an old cannon at them. He was quickly 
overpowered and afterwards kept prisoner in his house. A fort 
called Fort Bulow,was built in front of Bulow’s house. It had 
cotton bales for breastworks and barracks were built in the 
center. It was on Smith’s Creek. Sometime later, young Bulow 
was ordered to leave, and he was removed to St. Augustine, 
leaving most of his belongings behind, The fort and plantation 
were attacked by a raiding party under Chief Coacochee in 
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1836 and burned to the ground. The soldiers had retreated. 
Later, the soldiers found hundreds of books scattered around 
Bulows fields near the burned out mansion. Shakespear, 
Milton and other important books were just lying in the dirt. 

The Seminoles used the site off and on during the rest of 
the war as a campsite. When the white soldiers were not-here 
the Indians were, The Indians even had a stockade here for 
awhile and were gathered here in great numbers. There were 
several skirmishes on the site in the next years. Bulow never 
returned, he went to Paris, France after the war, where he died 
at age 29. The plantation was on the banks of Smith’s Creek, 
now Bulow Creek, nine miles southeast of Bunnell. To reach it 
from Bunnell follow route 100 east 4 miles to route 5A. 
Follow 5A south 3 miles to the site. 


LAKE CRESCENT ... This lake was first known as Dunns 
Lake, and it saw a great deal of early Florida history. There are 
ancient Indian mounds all around the banks, and several old 
plantation sites, some dating back to the 1700’s. At the top of 
the lake, there was an ancient Indian village, and in the late 
1700’s,when the Seminoles arrived they too lived on the site. It 
was used for many years by a very large population and will be 
an excellent site for artifacts and relics. The lake is the western 
border of the county, near St. John’s Park. 


MALA COMPRA PLANTATION .. . This was General 
Joseph M. Hernandez’s cotton plantation. Hernandez was a 
prominent east coast resident and served in various political 
positions during his years in Florida. He also owned three 
prosperous plantations along the East Coast, this one was his 
country residence. He had a large mansion here along the 
banks of the river. The plantation also had a cotton house, 
cornhouse, barns, storehouses and slave quarters. In the 
Second Seminole War it was completely destroyed by the 
Seminoles. It was located at the head of Mantansas Lagoon, at 
the northern point of a longnarrow hammock called Grahams 
Swamp. 
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ST. VINCENTS ISLE .. . This isle was used for centuries by 
the ancient Florida Indians. During the 1700’s, pirates are 
believed to have had a camp on the isle, and there are several 
chests reported buried .here. During the Civil War, 
Confederate soldiers had a camp here, built barracks and set 
up an artillery emplacement on it. Three companies of regular 
soldiers manned the six outdated cannons. The people of 
Apalachicola felt they were a very weak force, and finally 
abandoned the town, in the face of approaching gunboats. On 
one Union raid, the soldiers reported finding médical stores 
hére, so the Conféderates must of had an aid station or hospital 
here. A planter had lived on the isle before the war, and the 
Confederate soldiers had taken over his house. The house was 
on the east side, and a freshwater stream ran behind it. The 
Confederate battery was located on the east side of the isle, just 
south of the St. Vincents Point.” 


SPANISH MAN OF WAR... This ship wrecked and washed 
ashore at Cape San Blas in 1850. Nothing stated as to her 
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BILLY BOWLEGS RODGERS LOOT .. . Rodgers is 
believed to have buried several chests of treasure around a 
freshwater spring at Bald Point. Bald Point is located in the 
extreme northeast end of the county jutting out into 
Ocklockney Bay. Todays route 370 from Lighthouse Point 
deadends at the site. 


FORT BLOUNT... This was a Seminole War fort, built in the 
1830’s. To reach it, go south from Carabelle to the Carabelle 
Lighthouse.Nowsouth,9 miles toanunimproved road, 
turn right on this road and continue on 15 miles to the site. 


UNIDENTIFIED FORT ... This was a Spanish fort, built on 
the west side of the mouth of the Apalachicola River in 1719. 
Probably on the site of the old Apalachian Indian village. It 
was a mile north of todays town of Apalachicola on the 
penninsula created by the doubling of the river. Maybe just 
west. of Big Toehead Isle or.on Big Toehead Isle. 
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UNIDENTIFIED FORT ... This was a small fort located 2 
miles south of the junction of the Flint and Chatahoochee 
Rivers. It was built in the early 1800’s,probably for the First 
Seminole War. 


UNIDENTIFIED FORTS ... The Spanish explored and 
settled all over this area in the late 1500’s and 1600’s. They built 
forts and missions where ever they felt one was needed, and 
settlements grew up around these. One old reference 
mentioned an unsuccessful attempt to establish a mission just 
below the junction of the three rivers. It described the ruins ofa 
large and very extensive regularly built fort. It sat on the top of 
a 250 foot bank that commanded a view of the Apalachicola 
and it’s tributaries. Regular roads were described as all over 
the area. This fort was most likely a fortified mission. The 
references said it was years in the building it was so extensive, 
and was never finished. It was built here to convert the 
Apalachicola Indians. It was described as old ruins in the late 
1600’s, so it must have been built many years before. It had 
been abandoned because the local Indians had rebelled and 
attacked the Spaniards. This is when the Spanish picked upand 
moved south to establish Fort St. Marks. This fort may very 
well be a virgin site, if not, at least it is very little known. It 
should be a super site to search. No reference mentioned which 
side of the river it was on, but after an on site inspection, that 
shouldn’t be too hard to figure out. To find the site, start at 
Chattahoochee and go downriver, checking the banks. The site 
is within 3 miles of Chattahoochee. 


FORT BARBOUR ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in 1841 on the east bank of the Apalachicola River. It was 
located on a high bluff or old Indian mound south of 
Chattahoochee near Aspalga Landing. To reach it from 
Chattahoochee, just follow the river south,4 miles and start 
checking the east bank. It was within the next 3 miles. 


FORT APALACHICOLA . . . This was a Second Seminole 
War fort built in the late 1830’s and named for the river it was 
on. It was located south of Chattahoochee a mile below the 
junction of the three rivers. 
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FORT WHITE... This was a Second Seminole War fort, built 
in the late 1830's. It was in the northwest 4 of the northwest 4 
of section J, or just a little south of that point. It was on the 
south bank of the Santa Fe River north of today’s Bell. To 
reach the site from Bell, follow Route 49 north about 9 miles to 
Route 138. Turn east on 138 and go in3¥4 miles where it forks, 
Follow the northeast fork, about 2 miles to where it first meets 
the river, the fort was just south of this point along the east side 
of the road that turns south here. 


FORT FANNING. .. This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built on November 30, 1838. It was named for a Colonel 
Fanning and was located on the Downing Plantation on the 
east bank of the Suwannee River. It was in today’s section 19, 
¥, mile north of where Route 55 crosses the river above today’s 
Fanning Springs. : 
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FORT CENTER .. . This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830's. It was built as a supply base, and base of 
operations for the boat companies and troops operating in the 
area. It was built on the top of one of the Sun Circle Mounds, 
on the south bank of Fisheating Creek, about 3 miles west of 
the lake, To reach it from today’s Moore Haven, follow route 
27 west from the town for 2 miles to the junction with route 78. 
Follow route 78 to Lakeport. From Lakeport, follow route 74 
west 3 miles. The old trail to the fort likely ran along route 74. 
From this point go south to the creek, then across the creek to 
the site of the fort. The site is in section 31 about 3 miles from 
the mouth of the creek. 


The fort was at a bend in the creek and on a plateau (the 
mound) that extended back to a mound 30 feet high and 125 
feet in diameter. The mound the fort was on was thickly 
covered with saw palmetto. Keep in mind as you explore 
around these sites, did the soldiers or Indians just live on top of 
the sites. No, chances are they lived all around the sites. On 
Indian mounds, the chief lived in the middle, and the lesser 
braves lived in a widening circle around his house. Caloosa 
chief Carlos’s village had a population of 4,000 people. The 
ancients often had villages of thousands of people. Their huts 
would likely be all around the mounds, as well as in the woods 
nearby. The same goes for all the historic sites. I’ve listed some 
sites in here that may now be public parks, or in the middle of 
the downtown area of a city. Are there any empty lots around 
the site where you‘could metal detect? Some of the sites 
covered very large areas. My point is, look around. Look for 
places near the sites that may still be as it was then, it’s 
impossible to say what you may find. What is one small twenty 
dollar gold piece worth today? 


SUNKEN COPPER BOATS... There has been vague reports 
of three copper or brass boats sunk at,or near,the mouth of 
Fisheating Creek for the last fifty years. The boats apparently 
buried in the sand most of the time, seem to appear and 
disappear occasionally. 
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That’s all the lead I began with on this tale. But I kept 
digging. I like a mystery, and really enjoy seeing a legend or 
tiny piece of information turn into a logical story. This is how 
most treasure hunts begin, and very often they can as this one 
did, turn out to be real. Of course these boats are not real 
treasure, cash money, but they provea point, and are excellent 
relics of a fascinating part of Florida’s past. And, they may 
have relics on them, left behind by soldiers. 


During the Second and Third Seminole Wars, boat 
companies patrolled Lake Okeechobee. Often as not they were 
volunteers out looking for the Seminoles to collect the 
government bounty on them. The boats were small, metal, 40 
man affairs, brought originally to the lake on wagons, and then 
based out of Fort Center. They kept the fort supplied and 
patrolled all over the lake. A boat company consisted of nine 
boats, and they patrolled in squads of threes. In 1857, a 
company was under a Captain A.N. Pacetti, he commanded 
one of the squads. He named his boats, the San Pedro, the 
Cleopatra, and the Don Quixote. After the war, his boats were 
all hauled overland to the Caloosahatchee River. 


One of the most successful and famous of the boat 
company commanders was a Captain Mickler. He had been a 
guide for General Harney at Fort Center, then volunteered to 
lead one of the companies and chase Indians for the bounty. 
He became very well known as a successful and eccentric 
leader. 


Information is scarce, but at the end of either the Second 
or Third Seminole War, one of the boat squads was left 
unaccounted for. Six boats had been returned but three were 
missing. These are the boats sunk at the mouth of Fisheating 
Creek. For some reason the soldiers chose to sink them here 
rather than transport them. They have been seen on several 
occasions, so they can’t be buried very deep and a good metal 
locator will easily pinpoint their locations. The mouth of the 
creek is just east of Lakeport, along route 78 north of Moore 
Haven. 
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UNIDENTIFIED SHIPWRECK .. . This was a large ship, 
wrecked in the early 1800’s very near the entrance to the bay. 
She had been overtaken by a violent storm and was wrecked 
just after she entered the bay. She was said to be a pirate ship 
loaded with loot just taken in the gulf. This story may stem 
from the wreck of the American ship “Florida”, wrecked in the 
1850’s near the town of Highland View. The Florida was blown 
ashore in 1856. There were several references to this wreck, and 
it is shown on one map as wrecked near shore in shallow water. 


FORT CREVECEUR ... This was a French fort, established 
in 1718 as part of a French attempt to encroach on Spanish 
territory. It was garrisoned by 50 soldiers under Coniinandant 
De Gousay. It was built of sand and wood and had four 
bastions. A small French settlement grew up around the fort 
for the settlers and traders. The Spanish government 
protested vigorously to the French government and about a 
year later the French pulled out. They supposedly burned the 
fort and village when they left. A few months later a Spanish 
garrison under Don Gregorio de Salinas Verona came in and 
occupied the fort. That is where it gets confusing, how could 
they occupy a fort that had been burned down? The Spanish 
must have rebuilt it. When the Spanish abandoned the place 
sometime later, they too burned the fort. It was located on St. 
Joe Bay, across the bay facing the point. Route 98 from Port 
St. Joe passes the site just south of Yon’s Subdivision, eitherin 
section 8 or 9. 


CONFEDERATE SALT WORKS ... There were salt works 
all around St. Joe Bay during the Civil War, as there were in all 
West Florida’s bays. In 1862, the works had been loosely 
organized into military camps, but they never had enough 
guns, ammunition or trained men to defend themselves. In 
1862 the Union gunboat “Kingfisher”, came into the bay and 
destroyed many of the works. One that was destroyed was 
located about where today’s routes 30E and 30B meet about 9 
miles south of Port St. Joe. At the same time of this raid, 
troops from the U.S. bark “Pursuit”, came ashore and 
destroyed a works behind the Cape San Blas lighthouse. 
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SANTA MARIA DE LOS ANGLES DE ARAPAHA... 
This was one of the early Spanish Apalachee Indian missions. 
It was built sometime between 1635 and 1655 by Franciscan 
priests and was located on the Alapaha River, a few miles west of 
Jasper. 


MICO TOWN ... There were two Mico Towns, one made up 
of Indians the other of white settlers. This one, the settlers 
town, was built in the early 1800’s and was for awhile the 
Hamilton County seat. It was located in the forks of the 
Alapaha River, right across from the Indian Mico Town. To 
reach it from today’s Jennings, follow route 150 east 414 miles 
to asmall road leading south. Follow this road to the river, and 
the town was just south of the dead end. 


SUWANNEE SPRINGS ... There is very little information 
on this location, but an old reference said,“In 1836, river 
steamers began using the river, bringing supplies to the fort at 
Suwannee Springs”. I found no other references to a fort at 
these springs, but in an old photo it shows a boathouse that 
looks like a fort. It’s very possible that it was. The Springs are 
on the river, 5 miles below White Springs. 


WARNERS FERRY STOCKADE ... This was built during 
the Second Seminole War, for the protection of the local 
planters. It became a refugee center and was used until 
hostilities ceased. It was located at the ferry site on the east side 
of the Upper Withalacoochee River,near the Florida and 
Georgia state lines. The exact site is not known, but it is 
between Bellville, Florida and the Georgia state line. 


COLUMBAS ... This is a ghost town of the 1800’s, it became 
an important town because the Suwannee River steamers 
could land here. It was founded in 1841, and built near the 
eastern terminus of Platts Ferry, where the Suwannee and 
Withalacoochee Rivers met. The main stage roads crossed the 
river at the ferry. In 1864, Confederate soldiers dug earthworks 
here. It was located across the river from Ellaville, in today’s 
Suwannee River State Park. 
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FORT CHONICLE . .. This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
established in the 1840’s, and used as a base of operations for 
area troops until the end of the war in 1842. It was located 
where Paynes Creek meets the Peace River,southeast of 
today’s Bowling Green. To reach it, from Bowling Green, start 
at the route 664A bridge. From here go south on the west side 
of the river down 4 mile to Payne’s Creek . Now west along the 
north side of the creek exactly 4 mile. The fort was here, ata 
turn in the creek, in the southeast 4 of section 9. 


PEACE RIVER TRADING POST ... This was built in the 
early 1800’s,to trade with the local settlers and Indians. During 
the Second Seminole War, it was attacked and completely 
destroyed by the Indians. This attack is what prompted the 
building of Fort Chonicle. The owner of the trading post 
reported that he barely escaped with his life, and couldn’t save 
any of the things at the store. The shelves were all fully stocked, 
and it should be an excellent site to search for relics discarded 
or left behind by the raiding party. It was located on the south 
side of Paynes Creek, across from Fort Chonicle. 


FORT GREEN .. . This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830’s. It was located in the exact center of 
section 27. This is 344 miles from the routes 663 and 62 
intersection in today’s town of Fort Green Springs. To reach it, 
from the intersection, follow route 62 east exactly 24 miles. 
From this point go south exactly one mile 
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FORT SHACKLEFORD ... This was a Third Seminole War 
fort, built in 1855. The fort was only used for about a year, it 
was found burned by the Indians in December of the same 
year. A historical marker supposedly marks the site; and the 
local Indians say it was in a pasture where the marker is. 
But,Treasure Hunters visited the site in recent years, and they 
report they found nothing on the site, But they did find some 
relics in a hammock just south of the marker. I haven’t 
personally visited the site yet, but am about 95% sure it was in 
the north 4 of the southeast 4 of the south 4 of section 20 in 
township 48 south,range 34 east. To reach it, from the present 
Big Cypress Indian Village, go east on route 833 or the 
Government Road, exactly 2 miles. At this point, turn and go 
in exactly 1 mile south and you will be in the center of the fort. 
If this is where the historical marker is,then I agree with them, 
if not, I still think this is where the fort is. 


FORT SIMMONS ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in November of 1841 and garrisoned by 2 companies of 
the 4th infantry under Captain G. McCall, The fort was built 
because a sandbar in the river blocked the approaches to Fort 
Denaud and the river steamers couldn’t get to it. In 1902, a Mr. 
Garvey owned an orange grove just above the site of this fort. 
It was located in one of two spots. First, in the northwest 4 of 
section 28. To reach this site, from the town of Fort Denaud, 
follow route 78A west 14 miles from the town, here it turns 
south, follow it south another 2 miles where it turns sharply 
west. From here the fort was about !4 mile north, on the river. 
The second possibility, is in the northeast 4 of the northeast 4 
of section 20,on the north bank of the river. To reach this site, 
cross the river at Fort Denaud and go west on route 78. At 
about 14 miles, route 78 turns south, turn south and continue 
another 144 miles to where 78 turns west again. The site was 
just south of the turn, within 4 mile. The second site is the 
most probable. 


FORT THOMPSON ... This was a Third Seminole War fort, 
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built in November of 1854. It was named for Lieutenant 
Colonel Alex R. Thompson, who died in the battle of Lake 
Okeechobee. It was garrisoned by‘companies C and L of the 
2nd artillery under Brevet-Major Lewis Beach. This fort was 
located at the top of an old Indian mound,that was on the 
Indian trail that crossed the river here. It was near The Falls, 
rapids that were later dredged away; and the present route 29 
bridge. It is 4 mile from the La Belle city limits (eastern) on the 
north side of route 80. 
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FORT ANNUTTEELIGA .. . This was a Second Seminole 
war fort, built on November 30, 1840, and named for the 
hammock in which it was located. It was a small post, built for 
troops to use while operating in this area. The Seminoles had 
towns in this hammock, as well as in all the other hammocks in 
the area. The fort was likely built on the site of one of the 
abandoned Indian villages. The hammock is located just 
northwest of Brooksville along route 700. It is just west of the 
road, starting about 64 miles from Brooksville. 


FORT DESOTO . .. This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the early 1840’s. When the war ended, it was converted 
into a trading post and became a regular stage stop. In the 
1860’s,it had spread out and was being called Pierceville, then 
in the 1870’s the name was changed to Brooksville. I 
mention this site because every city has vacant lots and 
undeveloped areas, possibly one of these were once in the 
middle of the old fort. And, if so, the relics remain, just inches 
beneath the soil. Fort Brooks in Tampa, is in the center of the 
town, but the site covered many acres, and people are finding 
bonanzas all over the area still today. Any place in the area 
that is vacant,may produce relics. Very valuable relics. 


CAMP BRODNAX ... This was a Second Seminole War 
camp, built in March 1836 under orders of Colonel Lindsay, 
and named for General Brodnax. It was located in the 
Chicuchatty Hammock, a 13 by 8 mile hammock that begins 
just southeast of Brooksville. It runs south from todays town 
of Spring Lake. Camp Brodnax was built on the site of the 
Seminole town of Chicuchatty after the Indians had been 
chased off. 
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LAKE ISTOKPOGA .. . This lake was the site of several 
ancient Indian towns, here centurys before the white men 
arrived in Florida. The villages were all around the banks, as 
well as on the big island in the center of the lake. 


FORT BASSINGER ... This was a Second Seminole War 
fort, built December 1837 and named for Lieutenant William 
Bassinger who died with Major Dade’s command. It was built 
as a supply base and base of operations for troops operating 
in the area by General Zackery Taylor during his campaign 
south. He dropped off his wounded men and artillery here so 
he could move faster through the swamp country. The fort was 
made up of 2 log blockhouses surrounded by a stockade of 
pointed logs driven into the ground. The blockhouses were on 
the northwest and southeast corners. The fort was built on a 
sandy hill,on the west side of the Kissimee River.14 miles 
north of todays Fort Bassinger Station, along route 98. It was 
on the old John M. Pearce homestead, in the Bassinger 
Hammock. 


FORT KISSIMMEE . This was a Second Seminole War fort 
built in the late 1830’s. It was located 244 miles south of the 
Highlands County line along the Kissimee River. When you 
teach 24 miles, disembark and start walking west, the fort was 
¥, of a mile in. Look for high ground that affords a view of the 
river. To reach the site, from Frostproof in Polk County, go 
east on route 630, to route 60. Now on 60, continue to the river. 
From this point, go by boat, 1414 miles south from the route 60 
bridge. The fort is located ¥ of a mile in, on the west side of the 
river, in the north 4 of the southeast 14 of section 18. 


KISSIMMEE RIVER INDIAN MOUND. . This mound is 
many centuries old, and located on an island in the Kissamee 
River near the old site of Fort Bassinger. Historians dug into 
this mound and recovered a gold artifact believed to have been 
buried-here in the late 1600’s. Further proof that the indians in 
this area had gold that came from Spanish wrecks on the 
coasts. 
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FORT BROOKS ... This fort was built in the 1820’s,to guard 
the local settlers, and to control the Seminoles living in the 
area. It was used for many years, through the Second and 
Third Seminole Wars and the Civil War. Thousands of troops 
would pass through it. At one time there were 4,000 soldiers 
quartered here, and it was one of the most important forts in 
the state. It wasn’t finally closed. down until 1883. 


During the Indian wars, the place was attacked by the 
Seminoles, and it was attacked and taken by Union soldiers 
during the Civil War. In the middle of the fort was an ancient 
Indian Mound, it faced the officers quarters near the end of 
todays Morgan Street. The fort was built on the site of a 
plantation, on the south side of the Hillsboro River facing 
todays Garrison Channel. It covered the entire point of land 
here. Most of the buildings were between Platt and Barien 
Street, west of Franklin Avenue. From Garrison Channel east 
to Whiting Street, and on both sides of Platt Street from the 
river to the railroad. Relics have been found all over the area in 
the last few years. 


Ft. Brooks Officers Quarters in the 1890’s 
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SILVER COB WRECK .. . This wreck was found while 
dredging in Garrison Channel in the early 1900’s. The dredge 
crew was working out in front of the boat slip of the Mosquito 
control building on Seddon Island when the dredge passed 
through it. Their pipes became clogged with pieces of old 
timbers, brass spikes, debris and several old Spanish silver 
cobs. After the initial excitement died down, they must have 
dredged around a little for more and didn’t find any, because 
they didn’t do any salvaging on the site. The dredge had 
probably passed through the site and they were some distance 
from it when they made the discovery. Then, when they 
dredged just below them, they were in the wrong spot. So the 
men continued on with their dredging job and the site went 
uninvestigated, They estimated the water at the site was about 
20 feet deep and they believe the wreck was about 80 feet long, 


One of the dredgemen came back sometime later, and 

questioning the local residents, found out they had been 
finding coins and relics around the Mosquito Control building 
for years. Then he went over to Seadons Isle, where the dredge 
had been depositing its debris. Here he found more of the coins 
in the area facing the site, aparently the dredge had pulled up 
many coins before it became clogged. 
When the first explorers arrived in the bay, they found the 
Indians wearing gold and silver that had come off Spanish 
wrecks. In the middle 1500’s, a Spanish ship called the Narvey 
was reported wrecked in Tampa Bay, this may have been the 
source of the coins. Tampa Bays Ballast Point is named from 
the ballast stones found here in the 1800’s, ballast stones point 
to wreck sites. Everything on the old ships will rot away, except 
the gold, silver and ballast stones. Sometimes the ballast was 
dumped to load something else like gold and silver, but that 
would not have been the case here. They wouldn't have been 
loading anything in this bay,even if the savages would have 
allowed them ashore. Something wrecked at Ballast Point, and 
something wrecked in Garrison Channel. 
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FORT SULLIVAN ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the 1830’s. It was located on the west bank of a 
southern curve of Itchepachassa Creek, (todays Blackwater 
Creek) just east of Fort Foster. To reach it, from todays Plant 
City, follow route 39 north to Knights. From Knights, go 
another 24 miles north on 39, at this point a small road comes 
in from the west. It leads west then goes north about a mile and 
ends. It may deadend at the site of the fort, or just south of it. 
This puts the fort in section 13 or 24. As I said, the fort was ona 
southern curve of the creek, this may have been the one, or it 
was the second curve, which is 2 miles east of route 39. Instead 
of turning off route 39 at the small road, park on route 39, and 
walk east to the creek, here the fort will be within a mile of you 
either north or south. This would put it in section 21 or 28. 


THONOTOSASSA... This was a Seminole town, built on the 
site of an ancient Indian town. The Timucuan Indians used 
the site centurys before the Seminoles arrived in Florida. The 
Seminoles chose the spot because of the flint quarrys nearby, 
as this is where they got their arrowheads. Todays Flint Creek 
was where the flint came from, then it was called Chono-Lasso 
Creek. During the Second Seminole War, there was a battle 
here between white soldiers and Indians living at a hammock 
on the west side of Thonotassa Lake. The fight lasted over 14 
hours. There were about 1,000 Indians in the hammock. The 
soldiers finally charged and they fell back deeper into the 
hammock than the soldiers could go. The Indian town was in 
the southeast 4 of the the southeast 4% of section 10. Route 580 
east from todays town of Thonotosassa passes the site. Go to 
where route 580 first hits the lake, from this point, the town 
was 4 mile north. The battle was in a hammock just north of 
the Indian town, about half way between the town and Flint 
Creek. 
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INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 


1715 PLATE FLEET WRECKS .. . These ships had been 
waiting 2 years to come home to Spain with their cargos of 
gold and silver. A few days after they left Cuba, on July 31, 
1715, they were hit by a violent hurricane and wrecked along 
the east coast of Florida. Eleven ships were lost along with 
hundreds of. lives, and tons of treasure and relics. They were 
reported wrecked between 27 degrees 15 minutes and 27 
degrees 50 minutes of north latitude. Nine of the wrecks have 
been found and salvaged by both the Spanish and modern 
salvors, two are yet to be found. Millions of dollars have been 
bought up, and millions more wait to be found. 


This fleet, was actually two fleets that had joined up in 
Cuba to give added security against pirates for the trip home. 
The first was the Tierra Firme Armada, coming from Cartgena 
in South America. It was under the command of Admiral 
Antonio de Escheverz on his flagship the Nuestra Senora dela 
Conception. He had a total of six ships. 


The second fleet was the New Spain Flota, coming from 
Vera Cruz, Mexico. It was under command of Captain 
General Juan Estaban Ubilla on the flagship Urca de Lima. He 
had a total of five ships. There was also a small French ship 
named the Griffon, under Captain Antoine Daire, that Ubilla 
had picked up in Havana with the fleet. Twelve ships formed 
the armada, only the Griffon survived. The two ships not yet 
found were said lost on the high seas. The nine that have been 
found, are scattered along the east coast from Sebastain Inlet 
south to Fort Pierce. 


Spain said the fleet sae some 14 million pesos in 
gold and silver that was registered. There could have been as 
much again being smuggled in. Smuggling saved them from 
paying the kings royal fifth in taxes. Spain also reported 
salvaging about half the registered cargo. In the 1950’s, Kip 
. Wagner and his Real Eight Company found the wrecks, they 
reported recovering another 3 million dollars worth. At todays 
price of gold and silver, there are many millions yet to be 
found. = 
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PINE WRECK ... The first of the 1715 plate fleet wrecks, it 
may have been General ‘Ubillas Almiranta or part of the fleets 
Capitana. It is located off the south point of Sebastian Inlet, 
just northeast of Vero Beach. The wreck is within 2 blocks of 
the south point of the inlet. 


CABIN WRECK ... The second of the 1715 plate fleet wrecks, 
this is believed to have been General Ubillas capitana of the 
New Spain Flota, the Nuestra Senora Regalia. She was 
nicknamed the Urca de Lima. The Real Eight Company 
labeled this the Cabin Wreck because they bought a cabin on 
the beach near it. It was here, on the beach, that they claimed to 
have found a gold chain with a dragon shaped gold tool that 
was one of the most valuable pieces they recovered. They also 
reported finding thousands of gold and silver coins in the 
bones of this wreck, besides jewelery and relics. The wreck was 
200 yards offshore in a trough between the first and second 
sandbanks. The salvors worked the site for some 2 years. It was 
2 miles south of the Sebastian Inlet. 


ANCHOR WRECK... Thethird of the 1715 plate fleet wrecks, 
she is located 2 miles south of the Cabin Wreck, or 4!4 miles 
south of the Sebastian Inlet. 


GREEN CABIN WRECK ... The forth of the 1715 plate fleet 
wrecks, it was near this site that Real Eight found a cannon 
dated 1599. What ship it came off is still a mystery. It may 
indicate the oldest wreck ever found in Florida waters. It is 
located north of Indian River Shores, about 3 miles south of 
Wabasso Beach. Follow route A1A to route 510 at Wabasso, 
the wreck is a mile south of 510. 


UNNAMED WRECK ... The fifth of the 1715 plate fleet 
wrecks, it is located off the beach, 3 miles south of the Green 
Cabin Wreck, 6 miles south of Wabasso Beach. 
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APALACHEE INDIAN GOLD . .. This story is the oldest 
treasure story on Florida. It begins with Juan Ponce de Leon, 
the first European to see the state, and is authenticated by 
historic record over the fifty years after his arrival. It is true, 
and very probably the single most valuable missing bonanza in 
Florida. . 


Juan Ponce de Leon first arrived in Florida in 1513, the 
first of two visits. While anchored in a bay on the west coast, he 
met his first Indians. The savages made a fierce appearance, 
painted from head to toe, and almost completely naked. But 
the first thing to catch the Spaniards eyes, was the bracelets, 
anclets, and necklaces made of gold, silver and pearls. All the 
jewelry was crudely made, obviously by unskilled hands,but it 
was the real thing. Ponce captured a few of the savages and 
tried to persuade them to tell him where the gold came from, 
but before he got any answers he was attacked by about two 
thousand others. He barely escaped with his life. On his 
second voyage, he was again attacked and this time received a 
wound that was later fatal. 


Tales of the Florida savages and their gold, silver and 
pearls soon spread around the Spanish empire, and in 1528 
Pamphilio de Navarez decided to make his bid for it. He too 
landed on the Florida west coast, but was greeted by a different 
tribe than had met Ponce de Leon. They too wore gold and 
silver, but they welcomed him with open arms, Navarez was 
not looking to make friends, he planned on getting rich. The 
Indians would volunteer no information on the source of their 
gold, so Navarez, cut off arms, legs, noses, lips anything that 
could cause extreme pain but leave them alive enough to give 
him his answers. Apalachee, all the tortured savages pointed 
north-and said the gold came from Apalachee. The Indians of 
Apalachee were the richest in the country from the gold they 
found in streams in the northern part of their territory. 


Navarex packed up his troops and started marching north 
to Apalachee. They fought Indians all the way, each tribe whose 


65 


JACKSON COUNTY 


Apalachee were gone. As was the secret of the location of the 
Apalachee gold. 


But the clues remain. Many historians believe the gold was 
found in the great Blue Ridge mountain range of Virginia 
hundreds of miles north of Apalachee (Tallahassee, Florida). 
This would be many weeks travel through the provinces of 
many other tribes the Florida Indians were at war with. A 
place that would be many days travel from the Florida east 
coast, and could be reached by going north up a river, where 
three great rivers met, could be todays Three Rivers State Park 
in Jackson county Florida. This is located in the northern part 
of Apalachee country, and the Apalachicola River leads from 
the Gulf.of Mexico straight to it, The three rivers, the Flint, 
Chatahoochee and Apalachicola are great rivers. This part of 
northwestern Florida is hilly country, the Indians said the site 
was in the foothills of a mountain range. 


All the evidence points here. Gold has been found in all the 
southern states north of here, and believe it or not, gold has 
been panned from a spot called the Goldenhead Branch down 
in Clay County Florida. Today the place is a state park. Placer 
Gold, they panned from the streams in the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s. It’s still found from time to time. 


The Apalachees were the richest tribe in the state before 
Spanish shipping began wrecking on the Floridas coasts, their ~ 
gold supply must have been much closer than Virginia. After 
the Spaniards began shipping the Inca gold and silver to Spain, 
and the galleons began wrecking, all the tribes got rich. But the 
Apalachees did not need to do any wrecking. 


Someone with a little time, patience and a prospectors 
gold pan is going to find the stream around Three Rivers State 
Park,where the ancient Apalachees got their gold, and the find 
will be worth many millions. 
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LA CONCEPTION DE AYUBALE ... This was a Spanish 
Apalachee mission, built in the 1640’s. It was built by 
Franciscan friars and had a population of about 1,000 people. 
In 1704, Governor James Moore came to the area to destroy 
the Apalachee missions, On the morning of January 25, he 
attacked this mission. Father Angel de Miranda gathered his 
forces in the church and held out for nine hours, then the 
English swarmed into the mission compound and surrounded 
the church. After a nine hour siege the father and his people 
ran out of ammunition and were forced to surrender. In all, the 
English captured about 160 people. Father Miranda was 
killed, decapitated and thrown into a nearby canebreak, where 
he was later found. The Yamessee Indian allies of the English 
took the prisoners and tortured them to death. This mission 
was the only one that gave the English any real opposition, 
most of the other missions either tried to bargain with the 
invaders or just surrendered. In Ayubale, hundreds had been 
killed besides the 160 who lived to surrender. Bodies and pieces 
of bodies were everywhere around the site. Some were impaled 
on poles, women’s breasts were cut off, arms and legs were cut 
off, babies were bashed to death with clubs, and many were 
roasted alive. The next morning, Spanish Captain Mexia from 
the Fort of St. Luis, brought 30 Spanish soldiers and 400 
Apalachee warriors here to engage the invaders. He had the 
place surrounded and then attacked. They fought until Mexia 
ran out of ammunition, then they were forced to retreat. They 
accomplished very little, the English greatly outnumbered 
them and it was useless. When the English finally withdrew, 
the Spanish returned and tried to bury the hundreds of bodies. 
They buried as many as was possible, but the place smelled so 
foul they had to leave. The mission was located about a mile 
north of Iamonia Lake, in section 24 near Lake Jackson. To 
reach it, start from LaMont, go west on route 20 for 34 miles. 
The mission was a mile south of this point. 


SAN JOESEPH DE OCUYA .. . This was a Spanish 
Franciscan Apalachee mission. It was one of the first built, 
established in the 1630’s. It had a population of about 1,000 
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and was destroyed by Colonel Moore in 1703. It was located 
on what would later be the large E] Destino Plantation. It was * 
314 miles south of Lloyd,on the south bank of Burnt Mill 
Creek. From Lloyd, go south on route 59, 34 miles to the 
Burnt Mill Creek bridge. Cross over to the south side, and then 
go in % mile. The mission was here in the southeast 4 of 
section 4. Historians have found 2 sites near here. One in 
township 1 south range 3 east section 22. Here they found 
Spanish artifacts, pottery, glass and relics. This site may have 
been the fort that protected the nearby mission. The second 
site, is in the same township, section 4. This is believed to have 
been the mission. Ne 


SAN FRANCISCO DE OCONI ... This was a Spanish 
Apalachee Indian mission. It was built by Franciscan friars in 
1655. The Indians of this mission town were a tribe of Oconi 
Creeks from the Oconi River in Georgia. They had come’ to 
Florida in 1602. As soon as they were settled in, they asked the 
Spanish for missionaries. In 1704 Colonel Moore destroyed 
the mission. The priest, Father Dominic Craido, was captured 
by some of Moore’s Indian allies and keptasa slave for several 
months afterward, when he either died of overwork or was 
killed. Most of the 200 people of his mission village were either 
killed in the raid or taken as slaves. The mission was located on 
Baily Mill Creek, 2 miles south of Waukeenah. To reach it, go 
east on route 20 a mile from Waukeenah, then turn south and 
go in to the creek. The mission is on a hill overlooking the creek 
on the north bank. In 1827, the plantation of Bellmont was on 
or near the site, the main house was on the hill the mission was 
on, only down the slope 200 yards from the top. 


UNKNOWN SPANISH SITE . . . Old maps indicate some 
kind of Spanish installation was here, and in later years 
historians found evidence of an old Spanish building on this 
site. It is located at the end of Moore branch, just north of 
today’s Wacissa. To reach it from the town, follow route 59 
about 2!4 miles. The site was here on the west side of the road, 
at the end of the creek. 
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FORT ATKINSON . .. This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in 1839, for the protection of the local residents. It was 
located in the northeast part of the county about a mile from 
the town of Day. It overlooked Lake Atkinson, on the east 
bank, at the southeast end of the lake. From the town of Day, 
follow a small road southwest from the town to the lake, it will 
deadend at the site. It’s about 144 miles from the town. 


FORT GRIFFIN . . . This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
established in the early 1840’s. It was located on the west bank 
of the Suwannee River about 8 miles from the river’s mouth in 
the southeast end of this county. 


COOKS HAMMOCK .. .. This was the site of several 
Seminole towns and camps during the Second Seminole War 
and several of the tribe’s most famous chiefs lived here over the 
course of the war. As soon as the war ended in 1842, white 
settlers moved in. Today there is still a small settlement here. 
The place is located 12 miles south of Mayo along route 51. 


FORT BARKER ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the early 1840’s. It was located in the southeast 4 of the 
southeast 4 of section 25. This is on thé banks of Owl Creek on 
the southeast side of Cooks Hammock. To reach it from the 
intersection of routes 51 and 357 in Cooks Hammock, go 4 
mile south on 357. The site is here on the north side of the road. 


LAKE COUNTY 


INDIAN SPRINGS PAYROLL .. . During Florida’s 
infamous Seminole wars, as in all wars, soldiers on the front 
lines had to be paid. Every month small caravans of soldiers 
had to risk life and limb to bring the money. Take it to totally 
isolated outposts where there was no place to spend it, but the 
soldiers had to be paid. All they could do with the money was 
gamble, and it usually changed hands continually. Each month 
more would come. 


In the late 1830’s, a small company transporting the Fort 
Mason payroll was attacked by a large warparty of Seminoles. 
They were hit on the military road just east of a watering hole 
called Indian Springs. Being greatly outnumbered, they made 
a mad run for the springs, where they forted up as best they 
could and made their stand. They hid behind fallen trees, 
rocks, dead horses and anything they could find. After several 
hours of hot fighting, the young Lieutenant in charge decided 
their position was not defendable and ordered a general 
retreat. But first he either hid or buried the payroll. He felt by 
hiding it the savages would not get it even if they did get him. 
He told a Sargent where it was and then everybody made arun 
for safety. 


Only one soldier managed to reach Fort Mason. He had 
been wounded on the road after the soldiers left the springs and 
had fallen from his horse into some bushes. The Indians did 
not see him when they came back with their scalping knives. 
He knew the payroll had been hidden at the springs, but did 
not know where. Both the Lieutenant and Sargent had been 
among the first to be killed on the road. The surviving soldier 
died of his wounds soon after making his report. 


A patrol was immediately sent back to the springs to look 
for any other men who might have also been overlooked, and 
to look for the payroll. The Indians were long gone, the dead 
soldiers’ bodies had been scalped and hacked up and the 
money was nowhere to be found. Local residents and treasure- 
hunters have been looking for it ever since. It would have 
amounted to over $25,000.00 in gold and silver coins. Coins 
that would today be worth many times their face values. 
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The most logical, and the first place searched was in the 
springs. All the Lieutenant would have to do was drop it in 
about five feet of water, and it would be out of sight and very 
easy to retrieve. But, it was not found. That means the 
Lieutenant must have buried it near the place he was 
defending, 


Indian Springs is located about a mile northeast of today’s 
Sorrento, Florida. To reach it, follow route 46 a mile west then 
turn north and go up a mile, ~~ 


You could find almost anything at the springs, it was a 
campsite and watering hole for centuries for Florida’s ancient 
Indian tribes. In the 1500’s,Spanish explorers, missionaries 
and settlers used it. In the late 1700’s when the Seminoles 
arrived, they had a town nearby and used it fora water supply. 


In the 1800’s it became a stopover and campsite for 
traders, travelers, homesteaders and soldiers coming through 
the area. In the later 1800’s, it was used through all the 
Seminole wars and Civil War asa military trail. The entire area 
should produce artifacts, relics, coins, old bottles and very 
possibly treasure. Not just the army payroll. The ancient 
Indian tribe that inhabited this area threw gold and silver into 
lakes and springs all over their country. It was a sacrifice to a 
Water God. This has been proven by hundreds of finds in 
Florida over the last hundred years. When the Spanish plate 
fleet galleons began wrecking on Florida shores, the local 
Indians salvaged tons of Incan gold and silver. 


OLD SENECA ...A ghost town, Seneca was an active and 
well populated town in the 1800’s. It was located 4 miles from 
today’s Eustis. To reach it, follow route 44 east from Eustis 
about 4 miles, to route 439. Now north on 439 about | mile, 
here a road comes in from the east, follow this road, it goes to 
and around Lake Seneca where the town was. 


FORT MASON ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in 1837 by Major Richard B. Mason. It was located at the 
northeast corner of Lake Eustis,just north of the town of 
Eustis, and west of Fort Mason junction, 
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GASPARILLA . . . Also known as Jose Gaspar, Florida’s 
number one pirate chief. Jose Gaspar was born in or near 
Sevile, Spain to upper class parents in 1756. As a child he was 
fascinated with the sea and with seafaring men. He spent his 
time roaming the waterfront of his home town, listening to the 
great tales told by the old sailors. A rogue from the start, while 
still in his teens,he kidnapped the daughter of one of his 
neighbors and held her for ransom. Soon caught and held for 
trial, he was given the choice of either going to prison or 
joining the service. He chose to join the Navy. He enlisted, 
spent six years at the Naval Academy, and finally went to sea 
as a young Spanish officer. This would be about 1775. He 
quickly distinguished himself fighting pirates and rose to be 
the youngest admiral in the Spanish Navy, and this won him an 
appointment to the Spanish court in Madrid. Here the wife of 
the crown prince fell madly in love with the handsome young 
admiral, but when he did not return her affections, she began 
to plot against him. Finally, she was able to somehow have him 
framed for stealing the Crown Jewels. King Charles III 
believed he had done it and ordered him thrown in irons. 
Gaspar’s friends warned him of his impending imprisonment, 
so he fled the city. He went down to the waterfront, enlisted a 
crew of vagabonds and ex-pirates, stole one of the king’s ships 
and put to sea. Thus began a pirate career that would be long 
and very successful. In the next years he attacked scores of 
ships, paying special attention to Spanish ships. He attacked 
anything that came into his path, even an occasional smali 
town if he found it weak and isolated. In 1795, the Spanish 
court somehow obtained his personal diary, and it showed he 
had taken nearly forty ships by that date. No one knows how 
many more he would take in the remaining 26 years of his 
career. Sometime after 1795 he decided to relocate his 
operations, and came to the west coast of Florida. He settled in 
Charlotte Harbor, near today’s Fort Myers on Gasparilla 
Island. Here he built a mansion for himself and lived in regal 
splendor. He had been an officer and gentleman and 
appreciated the comforts of life. His home was elaborately 
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furnished with the luxurious cargoes he took off the 
merchantships he attacked. His crew increased continually 
and eventually he had several ships and hundreds of men. Each 
ship had its own captain and crew who worked under Gaspar’s 
command. It was about this time that he began calling himself 
Gasparilla. Being the gentleman that he was, he soon realized 
that he would have to get the riff-raff crewmembers out of-his 
sight when they were in home port. Their noise, fighting, 
carousing and general lack of breeding was offensive to him. 
So, he had them establish camps and towns away from Boca 
Grande, that way they could kill each other and not bother 
him. And, at the same time the satilite colonies could guard all 
the approaches to his island fortress,so he wouldn’t be 
surprised on his flanks. He stationed Black Ceasar the giant 
ex-slave,on Sanibel Island, just south of him, to guard that 
approach. Captain Bru Baker and his crew were stationed at 
Bokelia,on the north end of Pine Island, just southeast of Boca 
Grande. There were other lesser captains and their crews, one 
on Bocilla Island, one on Cape Haze and another at Placida. 


Then he started taking female passengers of high or noble 
birth off some of the ships he captured. And, rather than just 
give them over to his crews, he decided to go into the 
kidnapping business and ransom them back to their families. 
Unfortunately it was difficult to keep his men from the women, 
so for their safety, he built a small camp on tiny Captive Island 
just south of Boca Grande,to imprison them. He built huts 
inside and it was rough living, but they were fairly safe here 
under guard of Gasparilla’s most trusted men. He had an agent 
in Havana arranging for the ransoms being paid, and then the 
women would be shipped home, somewhat worse for wear. 
Then, in 1801, he happened to capture a large Spanish 
merchantman about 40 miles from Boca Grande, on board was 
the daughter of the former Vice Admiral of Mexico, Joesepha 
de Mayorga and her eleven handmaidens. He killed the crew 
and looted the ship, but kept the girls. The handmaidens were 
given to his crew, but Joesepha was to be Gaspar’s. He figured 
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a lady such as this, of such high birth, would make an excellent 
queen for his kingdom. She was exceptionally beautiful, and 
Gaspar soon fell madly in love with her. He kept her on Boca 
Grande at first, expecting to eventually win her love with his 
own charm, but after some months it became apparent this 
would not work. So, he had a place built just for her on what 
would become known as Josephas Isle. He figured a few 
months here, alone, would soon change her mind. 


He figured wrong. Every week he would row over to her 
isle and ask if she would consent to marry him, each week she 
said no. Then after several weeks, his patience came to an end. 
Once more he asked if she would marry him, she spit in his 
face. Enraged, he took out his sword and with one clean swipe 
cut off her beautiful head. She was buried on the isle. Today, 
the name has been corrupted to Useppa Isle. 


In the meantime, Gasparilla was amassing a fortune. He 
took millions and millions of dollars worth of treasure from 
ships of all nations. When he got back to Charlottle Harbor 
after a successful raid, he would divide the spoils and take his 
share and hide it on one of the islands around the harbor. He 
put coins and jewels in copper lined casks and buried them all 
over the harbor. As well as a number of chests. How many he 
buried will never be known, but just about every landfall in the 
area is supposed to have either a chest or one of the copper 
lined casks. Hundreds of small cashes have been found over 
the years, even a few chests and casks, In 1821, the American 
government had had enough. So, they sent out a fleet to search 
out and destroy all the pirates in Florida. By now, Gasparilla 
was 65 years old, and as rich as a king, so decided it was time to 
retire. He started collecting some of the treasures and had them 
loaded on his flagship. Millions were put aboard. Then, just as 
he was about to leave, some of his men reported seeing a large 
merchantship approaching. Gasparilla, unable to let this tasty 
prize get by him, set out to take her. However, as he 
approached his intended victim, she struck her colors and 
opened hidden gunports. She was the U.S.S. man of war 
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Enterprise, out on a pirate hunting expedition. Her first 
broadsides crippled Gasparilla’s ship and killed most of his 
crew. She far outgunned him and quickly shot his ship to 
pieces. Just as the Americans were about to board him for the 
coupe-de-gras, Gasparilla wrapped himself in anchor chain, 
shouted a few curses at them, and jumped over the side to his 
death. His ship went ‘down a few minutes later. The 
crewmembers left behind on shore watched all this and ran off 
into the forests. Several would stay in the area for years, hiding 
out on some of the small isolated islands around the harbor. 
His ship was never salvaged and is still filled with the pirates ill 
gotten fortune. 


That’s the story, just as it has come down for the past 160 
years. But, is it true? The following are some of my 
conclusions, read on, then make your own. 


First, in everything I have read, I’ve never seen any 
documented evidence that he did exist. Whatever happened to 
the famous diary the Spanish supposedly found is not 
mentioned. But, regardless of the lack of evidence, I do believe 
that Gasparilla did exist. But not under that name. A pirate 
chieftan did once live and operate out of Charlotte Harbor, but 
he was not named Gasparilla. There were undoubtedly several 
pirate chiefs operating out of the harbor during the 1600’s, 
1700’s and early 1800’s. Gasparilla was many men. The name 
Gasparilla came from that wily old pirate of Panther Key, 
Juan Gomez, as did the details of the pirate’s life. (John 
Gomez, J.G.),(Jose Gaspar, J.G.) Both the pirate leader and 
the pirate storyteller came from the same place in Spain. I once 
looked up the name Gaspar in a book of names, the book said 
it was a Persian name, meaning “Treasure Master”. Quite a 
coincidence. John Gomez was captured on a ship taken by 
Gasparilla, and forced to become the leader’s cabin boy, the 
next time he told the story he was Gaspar’s brother in law, then 
his 2nd in command, then he was on the ship Joesepha was on. 
The story changed often. Gomez made his living taking 
tourists and sightseeing parties around Tampa Bay. Part of his 
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stock in trade was tall tales to entertain them. He built picnic 
tables out on Pass a Grille in front of Tampa Bay, where he 
took the tourists,, and there he would tell them about the 
adventures of Gasparilla. Buried treasure in the area also 
helped bring new settlers who dreamed of falling over their 
own chest of pirate booty. All of which helped everyone’s 
business. Gomez would even sell an occasional map to 
Gasparilla’s Treasure. He was still selling maps when he died 
in total poverty on Panther Key years later. He had to beg for 
handouts from passing boaters stopping on his key for water. I 
would find it very difficult to purchase a map to millions in 
treasure from a man begging me for any scrap of food I might 
have extra. 


The Spanish came to Florida in the 1500’s, and began 
exploring, building settlements, and trying to convert the 
natives. They named most of the islands in Charlotte’s Harbor 
at that time. Some 200 years before Gasparilla was supposedly 
born. When the cartographer Bernard Romans mapped 
Florida in 1773,the isle Boca Grande sets on was already called 
Gasparilla Island. 


Captiva, named for Gasparilla’s female captives was also 
named long before Gasparilla. In 1513 Ponce de Leon named 
Captiva Pass, Passeo de Cautive, because this is where he 
caught several Indians. The isle was named for the pass. 
Sanibel Island, named by Gasparilla after Spain’s Queen, 
although he now hated Spain, was named earlier. It was Point 
Ybel, then San Ybel and finally Sanibel. Useppa Island, named 
for Josepha de Magorca, Gaspar’s love, was never named 
Josepha. In deed record book (A) dated January 28, 1833, of 
the Monroe County clerks office, the isle of “Tio Sespas” was 
either owned or just sold to a Mr. Jiminez. Mr. Jiminez 
brought cargoes in to Charlotte Harbor from Cuba. Tio 
Sespas was corrupted to Usseppa. Cayo Pelau, the site of Low 
Town where Gasparilla’s rowdiest crew members lived was 
being farmed by several people in 1815. Gasparilla and crew 
were not destroyed until 1821, by the crew of the Enterprise 
which was not on the Florida west coast at the time. 
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What convinces me that Gasparilla, rather some pirate 
was here,is the many many finds in the area. Gold and silver 
coins, jewelry and all sorts of treasure have been found. There 
was someone burying loot here. The Caloosas Indians had a 
great deal of treasure salvaged from Spanish wrecks, but it 
could not all have been buried or hidden by them. Where some 
of the loot is found, they also find relics of old ships and 
various other relics of European origin. And, the history books 
relate stories of the pirates. Stories written in official records 
and respected biographies. There were pirates in Charlotte 
Harbor. They had leaders, it’s just as possible they were called 
Gasparilla as anything else. 


Gasparilla’s ship, with her cargo worth millions, is 
supposed to be sunk near Bar Bell Bouy just off Boca Grande 
pass. A few years ago an old sponge fisherman reportedly 
recovered a bonanza off the wreck and said he left a lot more he 
didn’t need. It is very possible that treasure was found in the 
area, several treasure loaded ships and even a fleet or two have 
been lost off the west coast. Maybe the sponge diver found one 
of them. Very possible, as it may have been trying to get into 
the harbor during a storm when it wrecked. So go dig for pirate 
loot in Charlotte Harbor, it is here and you could find it. The 
pirate leader’s name may not have been Gasparilla, but then 
what’s the difference. A rose by any other name. 


CAYO PELAU .. . This little Charlotte Harbor island has 
everything that makes a good treasure story, history and 
mystery. Story after story relates how treasure hunters have 
gone to the isle, had very strange experiences, and would never 
think of returning to the place. Even today, local guides and 
fishermen avoid it. The place is haunted with the ghosts of 
bloodthirsty pirates, and their victims. The ghosts guard chests 
full of buried treasure buried all over the isle. 


Personally, I’m not a superstitious fellow, I’d love to visit 
the island. I’ve been on deserted offshore islands, in cemetaries 
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at 3AM and have yet to see a ghost. Sometimes for various 
reasons, you have to go to places late at night, and no one will 
ever go with me, so I’m always alone. And believe me, if you 
want to be somewhere spooky, try a deserted island late at 
night. Noises everywhere, loud noises. I have heard things 
coming toward mein the darkness, crunching its way through 
the brush, but nothing has ever reached me. Once I was on a 
deserted stretch of beach about midnight when the ground 
tremored under my feet. In Florida. I ran my detector over the 
spot, and found a 1757 silver pillar dollar. Explain that one 
away. I went on to find more coins at the site over the years, but 
the ground never moved again. Once, again late at night, in the 
Florida keys, as a matter of fact in the direction of the famed 
Devil’s Triangle (east) I saw a shooting star change course. Not 
so unusual, but it changed course twice. I did not report it. Can 
you see the police report, lone treasure-hunter, hunting at 
2AM, reports a light traveling at super speed changing course 
twice. There is a lot of strange things happening in this world. 
Maybe there are ghosts, maybe not, who knows? 


The story of Cayo Pelau is part of the Gasparilla story. 
Gasparilla came to Charlotte Harbor in the late 1700’s, he 
established himself on Boca Grande and had “Low Town” 
built on Cayo Pelau for the lowly seamen of his crew. He had 
several ships in his fleet, hundreds of bloodthirsty men, and 
since he was a gentleman, he could not have them living with 
him so installed them elsewhere. In their own town, they could 
carouse and fight over their women, get drunk and kill each 
other and whatever else they wished. 


He could live like a country gentleman and not be 
bothered by the vulgar peons. Gasparilla would spend 30 years 
here and his rowdy crew’is believed to have buried hundreds of 
caches,on or near,Cayo Pelau. Each crewmember took care of 
his own share, and that made many small caches. They built 
saloons, warehouses, stores, and old shacks all over the isle to 
live in. They had a small repair yard where they overhauled 
and repaired their ships, and a main street ran down the center 
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of the isle, lined with buildings. The piace would,in later years 
be a treasure hunter’s paradise. And, in the 1900’s, a chest was 
reported found on the island. Over the years many small 
caches have been reported found, from single.coins to relics 
and old bottles. 


Now, for those of you who have the car packed and your 
metal-detectors in your hands, here is the rest of the story. In 
old land records, I found a reference to a Mr. Julian George 
claiming 640 acres (1 section),on Key Pelew, he said he had 
lived there since 1815. (Gasparilla was not supposedly killed 
until 1821.) Mr. George was 45 at the time and the head of a 
family. Also, a Peruco PomPom claimed he was living on Key 
Pelew in 1815. On June 27, 1828,a Mr. Antonio Pania also 
claimed 640 acres on the key, he said he had lived there since 
1812. He had been raising corn, peas, pumpkins, oranges and 
limes. 


In the later 1800’s, during the Civil War, (1861-1865) 
soldiers on a U.S. Navy gunboat stopped on the key. They 
reported in their log. They said “On this isle there is an 
extensive settlement of about 75 people who keep hogs and 
have an uncountable amount of dogs.” That’s all they said. 


There were people on Cayo Pelau. Fishermen and farmers 
as early as 1812. It is probable that someone found the remains 
of these old settlements and knowing of John Gomez’s famous 
Gasparilla story, just-brought this in as part of it. But, once 
again, who knows? Maybe there were pirates here before 1812. 
There definitely were pirates in Charlotte Harbor in the 1700's, 
absolutely. They may very well have camped here. Where did 
all those small cashes come from? Did they really find a chest 
on the isle? People exploring Cayo Pelau in the early 1900’s 
said they found five old skeletons buried on the isle, and they 
found the remains of debris filled caves. One person fell into a 
hole on the sandy beach, it was empty, but who dug it and why? 
Why does everyone think the place is haunted? Metal detectors 
that worked fine just before reaching the isle and do not work 
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when they get there. Boat motors mysteriously quit when near 
Cayo Pelau, why? 


People who go there swear they will never return, 
something scared them. What? 


It doesn’t matter what happened on Cayo Pelau, whether 
there were pirates here, or not. The isle is a storehouse of 
treasure. Relics of the late 1700’s and all through the 1800’s and 
early 1900’s are all treasure. Real treasure, Baseball cards from 
the 1950’s sell for thousands of dollars, how important were 
they in 1950? All the common everyday things people use could 
be treasure to someone. Bottles, kids toys, tools, household 
items, almost anything. And, where there has been man, he 
dropped a coin. Common coins that meant nothing then, may 
be rare and worth many thousands of dollars today. Anything 
you find may be a valuable treasure. 


To reach this isle, rent a boat or launch yours on the east 
shore of Boca Grande Bayou. This is 314 miles north of the 
south end of Gasparilla Isle. Head straight east, first you will 
see Hogan Key, a long narrow isle, continue east, next is 
Devilfish Key, a round isle, then still east, Cayo Pelau. Itis 24 
miles east of Gasparilla Island. 
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ORCHARD POND PLANTATION ... Richard Keith Call, 
of Second Seminole War fame and later the territorial 
governor, built this plantation,on the northwest side of Lake 
Jackson in 1825. He named the lake, in honor of Andy 
Jackson. On the grounds of the plantation there were the ruins 
of an ancient Spanish town (mission or fort) and Call found a 
great deal of relics on the spot. To reach the site, begin at the 
junction of 155 and Bannerman road. Go north to Orchard 
Pond road, now west 4 mile to a small road leading southwest, 
this road passes the plantation site 114 miles in. 


SAN PEDRO Y SAN PABLO DE PATALE.. .. This was a 
Spanish Apalachee mission built around 1635. It was one of 
the first missions to be built. It had a population of about 500 
and the priest was Father Juan de Parga. The mission was 
attacked on June 24, 1704,by Colonel James Moore and his 
Creek Indians, and they performed many atrocities here. The 
priest was burned in half, people were skinned alive, 
decapitated, roasted and impaled on poles. After the raid the 
English camped on the site amid the gore of their work. It was 
located about 7 miles east of Tallahassee. To reach it, follow 
route 261A for 7 miles east of the routes 363 and 261A 
intersection. From this point turn north, the site was a little 
north and east of here. 


VEDURA PLANTATION .... This was built in 1832 by 
Benjamin Chaires. It would eventually cover over 2,000 acres 
and work some 60 slaves. The Chaires family was a very large 
and important family in the area. They controlled about 
15,000 acres of land, and owned altogether over 500 slaves, 
Vedura had a large 3 story mansion with great columns in the 
front and large spacious rooms. It was a showplace, and many 
social events were held here. In the 1880’s,there-was a fire, the 
mansion was destroyed, and never rebuilt. Today’s Chaires 
crossroads mark the site, 10 miles east of Tallahassee along 
route 20. The mansion house was near the old St. Augustine 
Road, which meets route 20 here. 
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SAN ANTONIO DE BACUQUA ... This was a small 
Spanish Apalachee mission with a population of about 200 
people. It was built in the late 1600’s and destroyed by Colonel 
Moore in 1704. In one account, a force of 800 Indians and 
Spaniards from the other missions came to Bacuqua to attack 
the English camping the ruins. It was located north of the Lake 
Lafayette Indian mound,near Bradfordville. 


HIAMONE... This was a Spanish town, herein the 1700's. It 
was located between today’s Lake Iamonia and the 
Ocklocknee River, 414 miles south of the Georgia line. This is 
about 11 miles north of Tallahassee along route 155. To reach 
it, follow 155 to Bannerman road, then north 2¥ miles. At this 
point go west toward the river. The village was here around the 
small creeks, 
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FOWLER’S BLUFF... This bluff was a pirate camp in the 16 
and 1700’s. Some believe in 1821,when Gasparilla was wiped 
out,some of his surviving crewmembers came here to hide out. 
One of the pirates, at one time,supposedly buried three cashes 
here, and,one of these was reported found in 1897. 


In 1888, 2 men came to a stable in Chiefland and rented a 
wagon and two horses. Then they bought supplies and headed 
for the bluff. Later someone reported seeing them there and 
said they had dug holes all over the area. Soon after this,one of 
the old men brought in the body of his friend, he had died 
digging. Then,the survivor went away and didn’t return for 10 
years. Then one day,he was found in the area of E & E Beard’s 
sawmill, by Gracy Florida, he was sick and O. Fredman, 
Beard’s foreman,put him up for the night and tended to him. 
The next day, he was dying, so called in the Beard’s and gave 
them a map for their kindness. The map was very old but 
readable It showed Fowlers Bluff, and there were scribbled 
notations about 3 oak trees. On the back were directions, 
saying the treasure was in three cashes, 10 yards apart, near the 
3 oak trees. Beard and Fredman went to the bluff the next day 
and rented a room from a man named Joe Corry, who lived 
nearby. Then they hired Corry and his friend George Higgins 
to help dig. They found the 3 oak trees and soon dug a hole 12 
feet deep. Then,all of a sudden,quicksand poured in and filled 
the hole up. They ran a pole down into the quicksand, and 
probed. The probe outlined a large chest, at the bottom of the 
quicksand. It was 34 feet long by 2 feet wide. Then they built a 
scaffold and a special set of tongs to try to fit them around the 
object and bring it up. It worked and 2 mules managed to pull 
it free. But, as it cleared the quicksand, the weight of it snapped 
the rope and it fell back down into the quicksand. Next, they 
tried a cofferdam. They sank lumber down into the pit 18 feet 
deep, the chest was now at 15 feet. Then they held it there and 
began pumping the quicksand out. One night Beard and 
Fredman decided to work after the others had gone to bed. In 
the morning Corry went to the site, and found them gone. On 
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the ground,near the pit,he found parts of an old lock, and 3 
sheets of what looked like concrete. Fredman was never seen 
again (?),but Beard was suddenly rich. He opened a largecrate 
mill in Gainesville, then opened a theatre, and built the Beard 
building. 


Corry finally just moved away and his house fell to ruins. 
In 1902, a man from New Zealand came to the bluff. He moved 
into the ruins of the old Corry house and began searching and 
digging. One day, some locals went up to see how he was doing 
and they found him dead. He had died of natural causes. 


Sometime after this,a fisherman went up on the bluff 
to dig for fishing worms. While digging, he found some odd looking 
mudballs and began skipping them across the surface of the 
water. One of his friends happened to pick one of them up and 
broke it open. Jewelers later told him it was a one carat 
diamond. How they got on the bluffis still a mystery. Someone 
had wrapped them in mud to disguise them and then buried 
them. 


In 1910, another group of treasure-hunters arrived at the 
bluff and started digging all over the place. They found many 
skeletons buried around thie trees. The place had once been a 
lumber camp, and was hit by yellow fever and all the workmen 
had died and been buried on the edge of the bluff. - 


In 1923,Robert Malone arrived with a metal detector. He 
confirmed two chests,approximately where the old map had 
said they were. He then took in a real estate man named 
Neldon as a partner and they began digging on one of his 
locations. They built a wooden cofferdam and dug down into 
the quicksand, then slid 20 feet of galvanized pipes to forma V 
to cradle the chest,so it would not go down any deeper. They 
were too late, it had sunk to a depth of 12 feet and now rested 
on a limestone ridge, Next they called on the army engineers to 
help. They installed a steel plated cofferdam and began 
pumping the quicksand out. A storm came up and flooded this 
operation out. A diver went down and said he saw a large chest 
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lying not far below the surface of the water. Tongs were again 
made and the diver went down and attached them. Once again 
the chest was hauled up, and once again the cable used broke. 
With this Neldon and Malone gave up. In 1926, Neldon came 
back, but a hurricane ruined his equipment and he quit for 
good. 


Sometime after Neldon’s last trip, Jack Harole brought a 
party of 21 treasure-hunters to the bluff. They started boring 
inside the old cofferdam and at 32 feet brought up streaks of 
gold. The drill was penetrating a chest. Then with the taste of 
gold‘so near,yet so far away, everybody got edgey, flustrated 
and angry. Fights started breaking out and they started getting 
suspicious of each other, Near accidents turned into attempted 
murders, and then there were attempted murders. Howard 
called a meeting, during which a box of poisoned candy was 
passed around, fortunately no one died from it. Finally, 
everyone gave up. 


Since then Others have searched, one Sanford, Florida 
real estate agent did a co: ee paper on the site, state 
engineers have said that with the proper equipment a recovery 
could be made. But, as far as J have seen, no one has yet been 
able to bring the treasure up. Someday someone will, and get 
very rich for their efforts. 


To reach Fowler’s Bluff from today’s Chiefland, follow 
route 55 south 3 miles‘from the city limits, to its junction with 
route 347 west. Now follow 347 west for 13 miles. Here a small 
road leads southeast to the bluff, about 4 mile in. 


FORT WACASASSA. ... This was first built in March 1839 to 
be used in the Second Seminole war. It would be used again in 
the Third Seminole War and again in the Civil War. The fort 
had acook shack, blacksmith shop, barracks and blockhouses, 
all surrounded by a 250 by 350 foot stockade. It was situated 
on a small isle, in the center of a pine forest. There were also 
massive burnt oak trees nearby. It was built by a Lieutenant 
Barrut,of the first infantry and named for the locality where it 
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was, the Wacassassa Flats. It was 500 yards north of a small 
lake,now called Station Pond. It has been found in recent 
years, finders found artifacts and relics on the banks of the lake 
and all the way back to the fort site. They found many silver 
dollars, half dimes, eight reales pieces, large cents, jewelry, a 
rifle, insignias, musket balls, buttons and hundreds of other 
relics, The site was a veritable bonanza. It was located at the far 
end of the marsh at Station Pond, about seven miles north of 
today’s Bronson. To reach it, follow route 337 north five miles 
from Bronson. Here 337 is joined by a small road from the 
west, follow this road (Cobb road) for 244 miles. Here another 
small road (Waters Pond road) joins it from the north, follow 
this road a mile to its fork. Now follow the east fork in 4 mile 
where it again forks. This tinie follow the south fork and it will 
deadend at the site. 
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OCHEESULGA .. ..This was an old Seminole town, 
established in the 1700’s, In the early 1800's the chief here was 
Cothrin, he had about 300 followers. It was located near 
today’s Rock Bluff Landing west of route 271 ten miles north 
of Bristol. Chief John Blount lived for a short time. 


THE PALISADES ... . These are high bluffs that rise 150 feet 
above the Apalachicola River just north of Bristol. During the 
Civil War local militia and Confederate regulars fortified the 
bluffs to guard the river and impede Union gunboat activity. 
They dug trenches and put up pickets facing the river. There 
were skirmishes with Union gunboats on several occasions. To 
reach the site from Bristol, follow route 12 about two miles 
north, at this point a small dirt road comes into 12 from the 
west, this road deadends at the site. 


CONFEDERATE CAMP... This was a Confederate artillery 
emplacement on the Apalachicola River. The Confederates 
dug trenches here also, They chose this site because the land 
had already been cleared by a farmer and because it was at a 
sharp bend in the river,and afforded views in both directions. 
The old trail west had also crossed at this site. The west landing 
was ‘Ocheese Bluff., The site is in the southwest 14 of section 8, 
on the river just west of Torreya State Park. 


RICCOS BLUFF ... During the Civil War, the town of 
Apalachicola was very poorly defended. There were very few 
troops, and the only artillery they had was very old and 
outdated. Therefore when the Union blockading gunboats 
entered Apalachicola bay, the townspeople decided to leave. 
They packed up anything they could carry and went upriver to 
this bluff. The Confederate army hada post here, manned by 
600 soldiers and ten pieces of artillery. The Florida Sixth 
Infantry and Hollands Independant Florida Battalion were 
here,behind breastworks and heavy gun emplacements. This 
site will be an excellent site to search. It is not a well known 
location, and there was over a thousand people here with all 
their most valued possessions. To reach the site via the river, 
start at Estiffanulga, follow route 333 south 44% miles. At this 
point turn west, the bluff is 144 miles west of here. 
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SAN MIGUEL DE ASILE... A Spanish Franciscan mission 
built in the 1600’s to convert the Timicuan Indians in the 
neighborhood. It was the most westerly of the Timicuan 
missions. On the other side of the Aucilla River began the 
Apalachee country. This mission was a small one, and was 
destroyed by.Colonel Moore in 1702. It was located a few miles 
southwest of today’s Greenville. To reach it from Greeniville, 
follow route 150 south 64 miles to the Alligator Creek bridge. 
The mission was on the south side of this creek, just back from 
the banks, about 14 mile east of the road, in section 29. 


SANTA HELENA DE MACHABA ... This was a Spanish 
Timicium mission built by the Franciscan friars in the 1600's. 
It was probably also destroyed by Colonel Moore in 1704. To 
reach the site from Greenville, follow route 55 south 3 miles to 
the junction with route 158, now follow 158 east for 54 miles. 
At this point, the road may be right on top of the site. If not, it 
is between the road and Indian Lake just north of the road. The 
mission overlooked the lake. 
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FORT CRAWFORD .... This was a Second Seminole War 
fort, built in the late 1830's. It was located about 19 miles east 
of Bradenton. To reach it from Bradenton, follow route 64 east 
to Bethany. From here continue another 144 miles then turn 
south. Go in one mile, the fort was on the south side of the 
Manatee River, on the east bank of Fort Crawford Creek. 
Between Fort Crawford Creek and Little Fort Crawford 
Creek. 


FORT HAMER ... A Second Seminole War fort, built in the 
early 1840’s as a base of operations for troops operating on the 
Manatee River. To reach the site from Ellenton, follow route 
43 east about 6 miles, to Fort Hamer road. Follow this road 
south,it deadends at the site, on the north side of the Manatee 
River. 


PALMA SOLA SETTLEMENT... Inthe 1700’s, there wasa 
small village of about twenty houses on the east shore of Palma 
Sola Bay. Most probably a fishing village, but it is also possible 
it was a pirate village. Doubtful, but possible. The houses were 
very well built and each had its own extensive garden. It was 
deserted sometime in the early 1800’s (Pirates were chased out 
of Florida by the end of 1821), It may have been deserted 
because of the First Seminole War. It was located on the 
southeast side of Palma Sola Bay, south of today’s Palma Sola 
Park. The shore at this site is high and rocky. The ruins were 
found by soldiers in 1828. 


LONGBOAT KEY ... It is believed pirates buried several 
chests on this key. In the early 1920’s,a couple squatted on a 
homestead here, when they arrived they were very poor, but 
left three years later in a brand new car with plenty of ready 
cash. They had spent the three years searching on the isle. The 
local townspeople later went over to see what the couple had 
left behind, found a large hole near their old shack with the 
imprint of a chest in it. In another story, three chests were said 
buried off Buttonwood Harbor where an old pass formerly ran 
through. The pass was closed ina storm in 1848. Longboat Key 
is located just south of Bradenton Beach. 
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THE MA BARKER GANG ... The last of the early 1900’s 
bandit gangs was the Ma (Arizona Kate) Barker gang. Ma 
Barker, and her four sons, Herman, Lloyd, Arthur (called 
Doc) and Fred made up the nucleus of the gang. A gang that 
stole a small fortune during their heyday. Part of which is still 
hidden on the shores of Lake Weir, Florida. Sixty or seventy 
thousand dollars in cold cash, waiting to be found. 


The Barker boys began in Webb City, Missouri,as soon as 
they were old enough to get into trouble. They had been raised 
with no father’s discipline, their father, George Barker had 
sired them, but character shaping and discipline had been Ma’s 
job. A job, that to say the least, she was no good at. Once the 
boys were grown,George would be left along the way, and Ma 
would take a lover in his place. The lover, William Dunlap, 
would be found riddled with bullets a few years later. He talked 
too much and became bothersome. 


Herman, Ma’s first born would be the first to go to jail. He 
was arrested in Webb City in 1910 for robbery and was jailed 
for a short time. Ma soon got him out of it, but when he was 
arrested again in 1915 she felt it was time to relocate. So, she 
packed up her troublesome brood and moved to a house on 
Archer Avenue,in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


Unfortunately, the die was already cast, the Barker boys 
were outlaws, and would stay that way. It was easier to let 
someone else work for money,then just take it from them. Ma 
did not care, they were her boys no matter what they did. Soon 
the Barker home became headquarters for their illegal 
activities and a hideout for criminals from all over the city. 
Ma’s place became a popular spot where they could rest and 
cool off between crimes. They had to pay for their keep, but a 
clean bed, good food and a safe hideout was worth the price. 


In 1918; Doc was caught with a stolen car, tried, convicted 
and sent off to prison. He would later escape. Lloyd was 
arrested in 1922 for attempting a post office robbery, he too 
was convicted and sent to Levenworth witha 25 year sentence. 
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He served every day of the sentence, got out in 1947, got a job 
and wife. Two years later,his wife would kill him. In 1926, 
Fred, Ma’s youngest, was sent to the Kansas State 
Penetentiary for robbery. In 1927, Herman bungled a robbery 
attempt and was cornered by police during the getaway. 
Instead of giving up and taking another term in prison,he killed 
himself. The 1920’s were not a good decade for the soon to be 
famous gang. 


All these occupational reverses would not keep the 
Barkers down. All the mistakes and prison terms just served as 
an education. They learned the ropes, toughened up and 
became more desperate and determined not to get caught. 
They also made the aquaintance of many smarter, more 
experienced thieves. They also used the time recruiting 
replacements for Lloyd and Herman. 


By 1932, Ma had gotten parols for Doc and Fred, as well 
as for a few of the boys’ new friends. Now they had a large gang 
of experienced outlaws. Members would come and go, but 
over the years,they had men like Larry Devol, Jesse Doyle, 
Phil Courtney, Harry Campbell, Earl Christian, Fred Goetz, 
Monty Bolton, Charles Fitzgerald, Bill Weaver, Verne Miller, 
James Wilson, Harvey Bailey and Ma’s favorite.Alvin Karpis. 
Karpis would become one of the leaders of the gang, and it 
would finally be known as the Barker-Karpis gang. 


With members like these, the gang would now know some 
prosperous years. In May 1932, they robbed the Fort Scott, 
Kansas bank for $47,000.00. Two months Jater,they hit the 
Concordia, Kansas bank for $250,000.00. In 1933,they decided 
to branch out to different fields of crime and on June 14,they 
kidnapped William Hamm of the Hamm’s Beer family. He was 
ransomed back for $100,000.00. They finished out 1933 witha 
few more banks, and in January of 1934, gave kidnapping 
another try. This time they grabbed wealthy banker Edward 
Bremer, and sent him back after a ransom of $200,000.00 was 
paid. By the end of 1934,they were the most sought-after gang 
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in the country. Ma decided it was time for a cooling off period 
and vacation. In all they had stolen over a million dollars in the 
last few years. The gang split up, Doc went to Chicago on 
business, Fred and Ma went to Florida, and the rest of the gang 
to their own hideouts and. vacation spots. 


In November of 1934, Ma and Fred rented a house on the 
shores of beautiful Lake Wier in Okalawha, Florida. They 
rented under the name of T.E. Blackburn. 


The house was a two story, white frame, nine room 
structure,set back about forty yards from the lake. It was 
surrounded by a three foot high white stone wall and had a 
garage and boathouse. The grounds were covered with 
grapefruit, orange and lemon trees. It was on a dirt road.less 
than a forth mile from the town. 


Neighbors of the “Blackburns”, would later report that 
they had very little to do with the locals, but constantly 
entertained out of state guests. There were parties held at ail 
hours of the day and night, and plenty of money spent freely. 


Meanwhile, back in Chicago, Doc was spotted and picked 
up by the F.B.I. Then,while searching his room,the agents 
found a map of Florida with a circle around Lake Weir,in 
Marion county. That was all the clue they needed. Doc was 
later tried, convicted and sent to Alcatraz for robbery. He was 
killed trying to escape in 1939. 


Agent E.J. Connelly of Cincinnati was sent down to 
Oklawaha to investigate the clue found in Doc’s room. It was 
easy for him to locate a group of strangers in the small Florida 
town. On the morning of January 16, 1935 he took a group of 
fifteen agents to the house and quickly surrounded it. An 
appeal was made for the inhabitants to surrender, it was 
answered by a machine gun burst. 


Ma and Fred Barker were the only two people in the 
house, but they intended to go out like an army. The battle 
raged all morning, and the house was shot to pieces, thousands 
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of rounds were fired by both sides. Then, at around eleven 
o’clock, all became quiet. Connelly, then sent the Barkers 
handyman into the house, to see if they were still alive. A few 
minutes later, he shouted out that they were both dead. 


Ma was upstairs, shot three times, the final, fatal shot, was 
believed self-inflicted. Near the body was her purse, still 
containing ten thousand in cash. As none of the money could 
be traced to any crime, it was obvious, hot cash had been 
exchanged for cold, Ma and Fred origionally had half the 
Bremer kidnap ransom, when they headed for Florida. None 
of the balance was found. Since it had obviously been 
exchanged, the $100,000.00 had probably shrunk to around 
sixty or seventy thousand. There was little doubt that the rest 
was buried or hidden, somewhere around the house they were 
killed in. 


Fred’s body, was found downstairs, he had been shot 
eleven times, most of which hit him in the left shoulder. He 
only had a few dollars in his pockets. The F.B.I. agents began 
an immediate search for the missing money, they tore up 
floorboards, pulled out baseboards and moldings, dug all 
around the yard, and searched the garage and boathouse. All 
to no avail, as no more money was ever found. 


Ma and her boys were buried by George Barker, in a small 
field, behind the gas station he ran in Welch, Oklahoma. They 
have been there for forty-five years, with their secret of the 
missing money. It has been searched for by hundreds of 
people, but few if any,with a metal-detector, or a good clue of 
where to search. Most believe Fred put the money in a metal 
container and sunk it in the lake, others say it is still in the 
house. 


I studied the books, newspaper accounts, and stories of 
the Barkers for years. I read everything I could find,over and 
over, and finally found a clue that was in front of everybody, 
for all these years, but no. one seemed to notice. 


When the Bremer ransom was first divided, Fred had 
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$100,000.00 in hot cash. He was at the time staying in a rented 
cottage,somewhere up north,with Alvin Karpis. In order to 
prevent his being caught with the money on him, but still keep 
it close by, he buried it. Buried it in a place where he could get to 
it fast,in case he wanted to make a run for it. Close to his car,so 
he could grab it quick, throw it into the car and take off. He 
kept his car in the adjoining garage. He kept the money buried 
under the garage floor. If he was caught by surprise, the money 
would be safe and easy to locate when he was free again. 


After Fred was killed, the F.B.I. agents searched the 
garage at Lake Weir, but they did not dig up the garage floor. 
Even if they had, in those days without the help of a metal 
locator, they would have had to excavate the entire floor to find 
it. When Fred dug the money up at the garage up north,it was 
all wet and he had to spend hours trying to dry it out. I would 
bet, especially when burying it in Florida, he would take the 
time to put in some sort of metal container. 
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CAMP IZARD ... This was a Second Seminole War camp, 
established in March of 1836,under orders of General Gaines. 
It was named for First. Lieutenant James Farley Izard, of 
Gaines dragoons. He was the first soldier killed in the battle on 
the site. He was buried in the east bastion of the fort nearanold - 
oak tree. General Gaines had brought 1,100 Louisiana 
Volunteers here to hunt Indians, and he found Osceola and 
1,500 warriors. Osceola surrounded the soldiers and besieged 
them here for two weeks. Gaines troops were spread out ina 
250 square yard quadrangle with log breastworks stacked up in 
front of them. It was located in the middle of a pine barren 
where the Withalacoochee River formed a perfect U. The fort 
was in the middle of the U. It was 120 yards from the river built 
up around a small pond. The pond had a stream that led to 
another small pond,just north of the breastworks. 


Osceola’s braves, were situated north, east and west of it, 
and the river on the south. Thousands of rounds were fired 
during the fight and the troops used up all the ammunition for 
their six pounder cannon and started firing junk at the Indians. 
Pieces of furniture, nails, rocks and anything else they could 
stuff into the cannon. They ran out of food and were soon 
reduced to eating their horses, and even dogs. The battle and 
seige ended when General Clinch arrived with 500 soldiers to 
rescue them. When he arrived ,they were parleying with the 
Indians for a truce, this ended, but the fighting was already 
over. The camp was used on and off for the rest of the war. 
Later,the site became known as the Camp Izard Ferry and was 
used as such for years. In the late 1800’s, there were several 
families living at the site, and the camp Izard Ferry became the 
voting place for area residents. 


Finally,it was abandoned. It was located in the northeast 
\, of the northwest 4 of section 23. This is two miles west of the 
route 200 crossing over the Withalacoochee Rivera few miles 
east of Dunellon. 
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JOHN ASHLEY GANG... John Ashley first came to public 
attention in 1911, when he was accused of killing Seminole 
Indian trapper,Desto Tiger. Ashley and the Indian were 
partners on a fur trapping expedition, and the last time Tiger 
was seen alive,he and Ashley were transporting a valuable load 
near the Okeechobee canal. Shortly thereafter, Ashley sold the 
furs in Miami,alone, recieved $1,200.00 and went home, A 
short time later, Desoto Tiger was found dead in the canal. 
Deputies immediately went after John, who managed to get the: 
drop on the deputies and sent them back minus their guns. 
Ashley had a reputation as a very deadly shot with a rifle. 


After this incident, John disappeared for three years. He 
returned in 1914, and went- to the sheriff and gave himself up. 
He figured to be tried in Palm Beach County,where he had 
many friends, and was certain of beating the conviction. To his 
surprise, the sheriff took him to Miami for trial. 


Realizing justice would not be swayed in his direction in 
Miami, he soon escaped. He surfaced again in 1915, this time 
with a gang and robbed the Stuart, Florida bank of $4,300.00. 
It was a very expensive job for John, during the getaway, one 
of his gang, a Kid Lowe, accidently shot him in the jaw, causing 
him to lose an eye. Then, while trying to get a doctor, he was 
caught. He was tried for killing Desoto Tiger, and the Stuart 
bank job. He was sentenced to death for the murder, but 
somehow the sentence was set aside. But, he was sent to 
Raiford prison for the bank job. In 1918, he escaped. 


Now he was a serious outlaw, and his gang began robbing 
banks up and down the Florida east coast, and now through 
middle Florida. Ashley had always run a little moonshine, but 
now he opened up on a much larger scale, and the gang had 
stills and shine-camps all over the Hobe sound area,where they 
were based. They began rum-running, bringing large 
shipments of illegal whiskey in from the Bahamas. Their gang 
being the largest around, they made the smaller gangs of rum- 
runners pay tribute to bring their whiskey in. Those who did 
not pay, were hijacked or killed. 
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They had about six years of prosperity, and almost 
immunity from the law. Friends, relatives and paid spies 
usually warned the gang whenever a posse had located one of 
their camps. Except on one occasion. They were caught 
camped at one of their shine camps when deputies raided it. 
John’s father.old Joe Ashley was killed} and John’s sweetheart, 
Laura Upthgroove,was wounded. John, Laura, and most of 
the gang escaped. They were almost caught on a few other 
occasions, but managed to escape just ahead of the deputies. 


Other than these occasional brushes with the law, these six 
years were a time of gathering money. And they gathered a 
great deal of it. John Ashley’s share of the ldot was estimated at 
something over $100,000.00. How much the other 
gangmembers had hidden will never be known. Each man was 
given his share from their jobs, and was then responsible for 
taking care of it himself. They, like many other people in their 
day, found that the best and safest place for their money was in 
the Mother Earth Savings and Loan: They buried it. 


They buried it in places they were sure to return, where 
they could count it, guard it, and occasionally add to the cashe. 
Around their safe, well hidden camps in the Hobe Sound area. 
Many of them never returned to dig it up. 


The end came on the night of November 1, 1924, John and 
three of his top men were heading north, on the old coast road, 
probably to hit another bank. When they arrived at the north 
end of the old Sebastian River Bridge, they had to stop, as 
there was a chain across the bridge. It was a trap set by Sheriff 
J.R. Merritt. Their car was surrounded, and they were ordered 
out. What happened: next is still a mystery. There are two 
versions, The sheriff and his men, said that on a signal from 
John, the gang produced some concealed guns and started 
blazing away, and although John was known as a dead shot, 
none of the sheriff's men were wounded. The other version 
comes from two men who happened to be at the bridge. They 
happened to drive up behind the Ashley car, and after 
stopping, the sheriff's men waved them past. As they passed, 


102 


MARTIN COUNTY 


they saw four men handcuffed, and standing by the side of the 
bridge, guarded by other men. John had escaped custody on 
several occasions, and he was becoming quite an 
embarrasment to local law officers. Did the sheriff tire of 
chasing him and decide justice would better be served if Ashley 
died in a shootout? The truth will never be known. 


Since that night, people have looked for the gang’s loot. 
Part of it was even found. Joe Tracy, one of Ashley’s men, who 
was serving time at Raiford when his leader died, led deputies 
to a cashe of $31,000.00 then, while leading them to a second 
cashe, he escaped, and although soon recaptured, never led 
them to any more. 


That’s the story of the Ashley gang, the following is a list 
of the gangmembers, and what happened to them, as far as is 
known. 


Joe Ashley, father of the Ashley boys, he was known asa 
good neighbor, honest hardworking family man. He was a 
moonshiner for years, long before son John came to 
prominence, he died in the raid on the moonshine camp. 


Ed Ashley, John’s brother, he handled the gangs rum- 
running operations, He disappeared on the high seas while 
returning from the Bahamas with an overloaded boatload of 
whiskey. 

Frank Ashley, another of John’s brothers, he worked with 
Ed Ashley and disappeared with him on the high seas. 


Hanford Mobley, a nephew of John Ashley, and one of his 
most trusted lieutenants, he died with John, at the Sebastian 
River bridge. 


John C. Middleton, he was a small-time hoodlum and 
drug addict from Chicago. He and Ashley likely met in prison , 
he also died with Ashley on the Sebastian River bridge. 


Ray Lynn, very little is known of him, but he was the 
fourth to die on the Sebastian bridge. 
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Roy Mathews, his specialty was hi-jacking and rum- 
running. He disappeared, but it is believed he was killed by 
other members of the gang. 


Kid Lowe, he was another Chicago hoodlum, he too just 
disappeared, 


Tom Maddox, he was a bankrobber who met Ashley in 
Raiford prison. The two escaped together and he became a 
member of the gang. He also disappeared. 


Clyde Caldwell, he was a young member and was involved 
in the Stuart bank job. What became of him is unknown. 


Albert Miller, he worked with Joe Ashley in the 
moonshine business. He later disappeared. 


Haywood Register, he was captured and sent to Raiford 
prison, but escaped on January 29, 1929. Soon after,he hada 
shootout with Sheriff Baker in Boynton Beach, Florida and 
came in second. 


Wild Bill Henderson, he was captured and executed for 
murder. 


Joe Tracy, Laura Upthgrooves step-brother, he served a 
long prison term. 


Buddy Upthgroove, Laura Upthgrooves brother, he was 
sent to Raiford prison for robbery, and lived to survive the 
gang. 

Laura Upthgroove, the Queen of the Everglades, and the 
most written about member of the gang. She was John 
Ashley’s girlfriend and participated in many of the gangs 
activities. She was the daughter of John Upthgroove, who had 
a large farm just north of Canal Point, Florida, on Lake 
Okeechobee. She was also the estranged wife of a Mr. N.A. 
Fillman, of Indiantown, Florida, and had two children living in 
his custody.-Her mother was a Mrs. Tracy, who owned a house 
and gas station about four miles north of Canal Point on route 
441. This was the place sometimes called a roadhouse and the 
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gangs Lake Okeechobee Headquarters, Laura came here to 
live and work after the gang was wiped out. Along with gas, she 
also sold a little moonshine, this is what led to her death. A 
disgruntled customer she had shortchanged came back with 
the sheriff. When she believed she would be going to jail, she 
swallowed a bottle of Lysol and died in agony. This was on 
August 6, 1927. Many believe she had buried the gangs loot, 
but she would have been very rich in 1927, if she had 
$100,000.00. It’s ridiculous to think she would risk jail for 
selling moonshine or shortchanging someone for twenty 
dollars, if she knew where to dig up all that money. If she was 
waiting for the money to cool off, it was cool by then and she 
wouldn’t have killed herself if she had that nestegg. No, Laura 
didn’t know where the loot was. 
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Now that you know who, what, why, and when, I'll tell 
you where. The following are the most likely places to search 
for Ashley’s loot. 


First of all, he may have buried it around the old Ashley 
homestead. This was located just north of Gomez, Florida, 
about two miles north of today’s Hobe Sound. It was on a 
small dirt road, a half mile in from Old Dixie Highway. 

Old city records will give the exact location, but it was ona 
street north of today’s Seventh Street. Hanford Mobley’s 
parents lived next door, and other relatives ran a general store 
a few doors away. The original house, as well as the Mobley 
house and the general store were burned down by an angry 
mob after a popular deputy sheriff was killed by the gang. A 
new four room white frame house was later built on the site, for 
the widow of Joe Ashley. The Ashley boys were buried in a 
field behind this house. 


Another possibility to search was one of their moonshine 
camps, located a mile and a half southwest of the homestead. It 
was ona small island or piece of high ground ina swamp. This 
was the camp where Joe Ashley was killed. Ma Ashley could 
hear the gunfire from her front porch. 


Another camp was located just south of Hobe Sound, it 
was here that John disarmed the deputies in 1911, so it was one 
of his older hideouts. John’s brother Bill married the daughter 
of a Mrs. E. Dodgers and settled down in a house a mile from 
his father-in-law. This camp was located just southwest of a 
point halfway between the two houses. The houses were either 
on or very near old Dixie highway. Again, old city records will 
show where the houses were. 


Another camp, this one an emergency hideout and supply 
base was set up in the Gomez Hammoch, just west of Gomez. 


Finally, and in my opinion, the most likely spot to search 
is a camp they had in Peck’s Lake, just south of the St. Lucie 
Inlet. This is the camp everybody has been searching for. It was 
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their main camp for years. It was found in 1934, by two 
fishermen, a Mr. B).L. Dawks and H. Terry. It was onan island 
that was surrounded by trees. In the middle of the isle the men 
found a clearing that had obviously once been an old camp. In 
the weeds nearby, they found the remains of five skeletons. 
Were these the remains of the five Ashley gangmembers who 
just disappeared? Ona large tree in the camp the two fishermen 
found the name John Ashley carved deep in the bark. Mr. 
Dawk, knowing of the missing loot, supposedly bought the isle 
and spent years searching it, to no avail. 


When asked where the isle was, Mr. Dawks would only 
say that it was located in the swamps west of the St. Lucie Inlet. 
It was a little west of the inlet, but also several miles south, 
which was the important part of describing the location. The 
isle was perfect for the gangs operations. It was easy to bring 
liquor in the St. Lucie Inlet, turn south down the intracoastal, 
along a totally uninhabited stretch of wilderness, to the isle. 
There are two in Peck’s Lake. The one the gang used is now 
called Corset Isle. It is large enough, and there is a small 
natural harbor on the north end of it. A perfect place to land 
and unload their rumrunning boats. And, it was completely 
secure. Being surrounded by trees, even if boats came by, they 
couldn’t see the camp in the middle. And, as with all their 
camps, they were still near the Ashley homestead. 


Somewhere buried around this or one of the other camps 
is the Ashley loot, and a good metal-detector will bring it to 
light. They had the money, they hid it, and never lived to claim 
it. And, aside from John Ashley’s loot, there may be several 
smaller cashes buried by the other gangmembers. 


Just remember when you come down to this part of 
Martin County, Florida, that the decendants of these men still 
live in the area. Honest, regular, ordinary citizens of the 
county, who happen to have infamous relatives. If you start 
asking questions, be careful on whose toes you step. If your 
grandfather happened to be an outlaw, how would you feel 
about him? 


107 


MONROE COUNTY 


ED WATSON ... Ed Watson was born in Columbia County, 
Florida, where he came from a respectable hard working 
family. He first got into trouble here, when he shot a man over 
some trivial affair. He had to leave the state for a while to cool 
off, so went to Arkansas, where once again his violent temper 
got him into trouble, and he had to once again find a cooler 
climate. This time he got connected with the infamous Belle 
Star gang, and is suspected to have been the man who shot her 
in the back. He supposedly bought a piece of property from her 
then killed her to get his money back. Next, he turned up in 
Oregon where he got married and settled down, at least for 
awhile. His wife and him had four children, three boys and a 
girl. Somewhere along the line, he again got someone mad at 
him, because one night while he was asleep, someone fired a 
shotgun through his bedroom window, narrowly missing him. 
The next day he killed the man, and once again was on the 
move. Of course he left his family behind. His next stop was 
Arcadia, Florida, in Desoto County. Here, while walking 
down the street one day, he came upon a local tough guy 
named Quinn Bass beating the heck out of a smaller guy. 
Watson, always on the lookout for trouble, separated the two 
and promptly killed Bass. Again he disappeared for awhile. 


Tn 1892, he reappeared, this time on Halfway Creek in the 
Chokoluskee Bay area. It was a perfect area for him. A remote 
wild country, where the law was a long way away. People here 
didn’t ask a lot of questions, and concentrated on their own 
business. He didn’t have much money when he arrived, so went 
to work for the local farmers, and planters, doing anything he 
could turn a buck. It didn’t take him long to save enough 
money to buy an old sailing schooner from a Bill Brown. It 
needed a lot of repair, but it was about 70 feet long and big 
enough for his purposes. He started gathering buttonwood up 
in Bay Sunday and on the Catham River, this he loaded up and 
ran down to Key West, where it brought six dollars a cord. He 
was successful in this endevor, again saved his money, and 
when a man named Will Raymond got himself killed ina fight 
with the law, Watson bought his 40 acre homestead from the 
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widow, for $250.00. Now he became a successful farmer. He 
grew sugar cane, made syrup, grew good crops of produce, and 
made money. He used the money to buy another schooner, 
this one called the “Veatlis” from Ben Brown. He used this one 
to haul produce to the Key West markets also. He hired a 
couple of hands about this time, a man named S. Jenkins anda 
Henry Thompson. 


When later asked how Watson treated them, they said he 
was a fine man to work for. Business continued, got better and 
he prospered. He later bought two more boats, one named The 
Gladiator, the other, The Brave. But, even though things were 
going good for him, that temper got in his way again. He got 
into an arguement with a man named Adolphus Santini from 
Chokoluskee Island, down at George Bartlum’s Auction in 
Key West. The arguement turned into a fight and Santini 
wound up with his throat cut. He survived, but it cost Watsona 
small fortune to get himself out of the mess, and stay out ofjail. 
Around this time Watson sent for his wife and kids, they came 
down from Oregon and moved in with him on his new 
plantation on the Catham River. The next incident, was over a 
piece of land Watson bought from a man named Winky Atwell 
on the Lostman’s river. Watson didn’t intend to live on the 
land, so wasn’t there much of the time, but one day he went to it 
and found a man named Tucker and his nephew squatted on it. 
When Watson told him to get off his land, Tucker refused. 
Watson even wrote him a letter and asked him to get off. 
Tucker sent him back a letter telling him he wouldn’t get off for 
any reason. Then, very mysteriously, Tucker and his nephew 
were killed. Watson got the blame, but no one had the proof, 
so no one went to jail. About this time, Watson’s son Robert 
took one of his father’s schooners down to Key West, sold it, 
and went back to Oregon. Watson went to Key West looking 
for him, but someone down there lied to him about where his 
son had gone, so Watson wrote off the loss and went home. 


Later on that year he went back to his birthplace in 
Columbia county and bought a small farm. Here he got into 
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some kind of altercation with several members of the Tolens 
family and soon afterwards two of them turned up dead. Once 
again Watson got the blame. This incident also cost a small 
fortune to get out of. 


It was now about 1910, and Watson had a very bad 
reputation. People began calling him Bloody Ed, Emperor Ed, 
and even the Barber, because he shot a guy named Ed Brewers 
mustache off. Many people of questionable reputations began 
hanging out at the Watson Place on the Catham River. 


People like Leslie Fox, Duchy Melvin, Hannah Smith, a 
man named Waller and an unnamed negro man. All known to 
be hard cases. He also had a Russian man, an old negro woman 
and another unnamed white woman. People in the area didn’t 
know for certain exactly how many people were working for 
him. Leslie Cox was his foreman. 


In October of 1910, the drama came to an end. A man 
named Cannon and his son were ona Clam digging expedition 
up the Catham River near the Watson place, when they found 
Hannah Smith’s bloated and mutilated body floating by the 
shore. She had been cut open so her body could be weighted 
down to sink, unfortunately she must have lost the weights. 
Unfortunately for Watson. Cannon and his son quickly 
returned to Chokoluskee Island to tell the story. They went to 
Mr. Smallwood’s store, where the locals congregated and 
found that a negro who had worked for Watson, for many 
years, was already there telling a story. He said that Watson 
and Leslie Cox had killed Hannah, the man named Waller and 
Duchy Melvin. Then they ordered him to gut the corpses and 
sink them in the river. Cox was going to kill him afterwards but 
he had begged for his life and Cox let him go. He said Watson 
would kill all of his workers when they asked for their pay and 
tried to leave. Watson had made him bury and dispose of many 
bodies, he couldn’t remember how many. 


Watson must have suspected that his empire was coming 
to an end, or he just wanted to give the law a fall guy so they 
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would get off his back, so he was at this time in Fort Myers 
trying to get the sheriff there to come and arrest Cox for all 
these murders. He knew Cox wouldn’t be able to talk, because 
Cox would never be taken alive. It was the perfect way to get 
rid of his partner, and satisfy the law at the same time. 


Meanwhile, back at Chokoluskee, the locals formed a 
loose, unauthorized posse and went to the Watson place to see 
what was going on there. They found old bones all over the 
place, Watson had killed many people here. Cox was gone 
when they arrived, and he was never seen again. 


In Fort Myers, Watson started back with the sheriff, but 
the hurricane of October 17, 1910 forced him to stop and go 
back to Ft. Myers. Watson continued on and stopped in at 
Smallwood’s store on Chokoluskee Isle. 


Here Watson heard about the Negros story and told 
everyone it was Cox who was the killer, and that he would go 
and get him. Then he disappeared for a few days. The posse 
waited to see what would happen next. Then one day Watson 
appeared with a hat he said belonged to Cox, and said that he 
had killed him. One of the posse leaders, a C.G. McKinney 
went up to Watson and asked for his gun. Watson said he 
would give his gun to no man, raised it and fired both barrels. 
McKinney was slightly wounded. At the same time about a 
dozen posse members fired at Watson, blowing him to pieces. 
The Emperor Ed Watson was history. Then they tied a rope 
around his neck, towed him over to Rabbit Key and buried the 
body. Later his wife had him re-buried in Ft. Myers where her 
family lived. She then moved back to Ft. Myers and left the 
Watson Place abandoned. In 1919, the Chevelier Corporation 
bought the place, and put caretakers on it, for a few years. 
They had planned to develope it, but for some reason changed 
their plans. By 1929 it was abandoned again. In 1960, 
hurricane Donna came through the area and madea shambles 
of it. Today it is part of the Everglades National Park, andisa 
campsite. Nothing remains of the house or buildings. 
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People are still searching in the area for Watson’s treasure. 
Yes, Ed Watson had a treasure. Firstly, he probably kept his 
money hidden somewhere on the property, it wasn’t kept in 
any banks, as there were not any banks nearby. And he did 
have a very successful business and made a great deal of 
money. And as he was killed suddenly the money is likely still 
where he hid it. There was another rumor of treasure about 
Watson, he supposedly had found a quantity of silver bars on 
some old Spanish shipwreck on the west coast. People are still 
looking for the bars he found and the old wreck. 
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HOMER LUDWIG ... This was a German fisherman, who 
first came to the Florida keys in 1870. He came to Key West 
and settled in as a handyman, hiring out to do odd jobs around 
the island. He saved his money over the years, and in 1890 had 
enough to buy an old sailboat. He repaired it, fitted it out and 
headed north. He was in his 70’s at the time. Nothing was heard 
of him for sometime, then one day a man found him living on 
Key Largo, in an old shack near Sound point. He spent his 
days beachcombing and searching the isle for buried treasure. 
He told this man, he had found some. He said a large ship had 
run aground on a reef just east of his cabin in the late 1700's, 
and the captain of the doomed ship brought the contents of his 
safe or strongbox ashore and buried it on the isle. Then 
somehow,.the captain had been killed and had never gotten 
back to dig it up. Homer said he had found the cashe. As proof, 
he was known to have been selling small quantities of gold and 
silver coins to a coin dealer in Miami for years. Whenever he 
needed money, he would bring in a small amount of the old 
coins and exchange them for legal tender. The story became 
widely known, and people started following him, his cabin was 
even ransacked on several occasions. But, no one ever found 
the coins. Except Homer. He never worked, never recieved any 
mail, but always seemed to have anywhere from fifty to a 
hundred dollars on his person. It’s obvious he had found 
something. Then, one day in 1909, he set sail on another trip to 
Miami and was caught in a sudden storm and disappeared. He 
was never seen again. I doubt if his treasure story was true 
- about the captain burying the loot, but I think Homer either 
found a cashe that had washed up in an old chest, or more than 
likely he had found a spot along the beach where coins were 
washing up. Hundreds of ships wrecked along Key Largo, and 
almost any one of them could have been the source of his 
bonanza. 
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H.M.S. WINCHESTER .. . This was a 60 gun British man o 
war, that was caught in a storm in September 1696, and 
wrecked on Careysfort Reef just east of Key Largo. She was in 
a small convoy with 2 other ships, all sent to harass French 
shipping in the area, After numerous raids, the three ships, 
filled with loot, were headed south through the Florida straits. 
Then the storm hit and she went down with all 400 hands. She 
wasn’t salvaged by the British. The wreck was found inthe 
1940’s by a group of Miami divers and partly salvaged. 


EL INFANTA . .. This was the nickname of the Nuestra 
Senora de Balvaneda, one of the largest of the 1733 plate fleet 
wrecks, She went down with 13 other ships in the Flota of New 
Spain under Admiral Don Rodrigo de Tores in July of 1733. 
Something around 20 millions dollars in treasure went down 
with the fleet. The Infanta was a 60 gun galleon under Captain 
Domingo de Sanz. She carried about 600,000 pesos in silver 
specie and bullion, 650 marcos in worked silver, jewelry, 
Chinese porcelain, ivory fans, vanilla, indigo, and 
undoubtedly a fortune in unregistered treasure. It was very 
common practice to smuggle treasure in without paying the 
kings taxes. On many occasions, salvors recovered a great deal 
more treasure than supposedly went down. Modern Salvors 
and the Spanish have already found this wreck and have 
recovered tons of treasure and relits. Millions have been 
recovered of the cargo, but even so she will still yield treasure 
and relics missed by the previous expeditions. She wrecked on 
Little Conch Reef, just about straight east of Point Lowe at 
Tavineer. Little Conch Reef is 4 mile south of a point straight 
east of Point Lowe. 
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EL CAPITANA EL RUI... Nicknamed El Ruby, this was the 
Capitana and the flagship of the 1733 plate fleet. Admiral Don 
Rodrigo de Tores, was wrecked here with 13 other ships in July 
of 1733. El Ruby carried 60 guns, and about 6 million in 
treasure. She was captained by Baltazar de la Torre y Alfaro. 
The Spanish salvaged her soon after she wrecked, but millions 
remained. In the 1940’s Art McKee found her and brought up 
tons of relics and treasure, Part of which is now in his fortress 
of treasure on Plantation Key. Mr. McKee is one of the 
country’s most successful treasure hunters, and has made an 
immeasurable contribution. Many of the 1733 wrecks became 
called McKee’s wrecks, as he has worked on all of them. The 
Capitana was wrecked 314 miles east of McKee’s Treasure 
Harbor just south of Davis Reef, in 27 feet of water. 


SAN JOSE DELAS ANIMAS... This was another merchant 
nao of the 1733 plate fleet, she was a large ship, with 3 decks 
and about 40 cannon. She was an English built ship only 5 
years old, and was captained by Cristobal Fernandez Franco. 
She sank in about 28 feet of water 414 miles east of Plantation 
Key, between Davis Reef and Little Conch Reef. About 
midway between the two on the west side of the reefs. 
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LOS TRES PUENTES ... This ws the nickname for the 
Nuestra Senora de Belem y San Juan Bautista, another of the 
1733 plate fleet wrecks. She was a large three decked ship 
probably carrying about 50 cannons. The captain was Diego 
de la Corte y Andrade. She carried no registered treasure, only 
a general cargo, but she carried several million in smuggled 
treasure. She was salvaged by Spain soon after the disaster, 
and again in modern times. Tons of treasure and relics have 
been recovered. Salvors found thousands of gold and silver 
coins, gold medalions, silver ingots and silver artifacts, Plus 
cannons, shot and pottery. She wrecked in 20 feet of water, 
about 34 miles east of Upper Matecumbe. Her ballast mound 
when first found was completely covered over, and salvors 
recognized the site by a discoloration of the sand. 


POTHOLE TREASURE ... Inthe early 1900’s a young man 
found a small cashe of gold and silver coins in a pothole on the 
Russell estate on Upper Matecumbe Key. It was said found in 
a citrus grove on the estate by a Mr. K. Colner, who was 
working there. Old city records will locate this site. 


NUESTRA SENORA DEL ROSARIO... This was another 
1733 wreck, also called the San Francisco javier y San Antonio 
de Padua. The captain was Don Luis Lozana. She was a 
French built ship and carried a general cargo plus several 
millions in unregistered treasure. She wrecked off Upper 
Matecumbe. 


HERRERA ... This was the nickname for the Nuestra Senora 
de Belem y San Antonio de Padua. Her captain was Don Luis 
de Herrera, hence her nickname. She carried only 12,000 pesos 
in silver specie and bullion, and 359 marcos in worked silver. 
She too was salvaged by Spain soon after she wrecked, 
Modern salvors recovered very little treasure from the wreck, 
but found hundreds of small figurenes of clay animals. She 
wrecked less than a mile from the Tres Puentes,in 18 feet of 
water, on the inshore edge of Hawk Channel. 
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The first mention I found about this key, was that an 
Antonio Gomez had a trading post here in the early 1700’s and 
the key was then called Gomez Key. Then there was a notation 
in the 1774 journal of William Bartram. He wrote that the 
place was called Mantanza (Massacre) because of the massacre 
of 400 Frenchmen,who had been shipwrecked near theisle. He 
said the place was a monument to the cannabalism of the 
Caloosas. So the bodies must have either been or appeared to 
have been partly eaten. The Frenchmen had made their way 
here and were attacked and all killed by the Indians. Some 
Spanish captain had reported finding the bodies when he put 
in at the isle for water. (There was no water on Indian Key, but 
there was just north of it on Upper Matecumbe, and on Lower 
Matecumbe) Romans may have read about the massacre on 
a map dated 1742. But there is another possibility that may 
have accounted for the bodies on the key, at least if they were 
charted on a map in 1742. In 1733 the annual Spanish plate 
fleet wrecked in the keys. The large galleon San Pedro wrecked 
just northeast of Indian Key. Possibly, the Spanish recovered 
the bodies of hundreds of drowned sailors and stacked them on 
Indian Key. There was a great loss of life, and the survivors 
would have camped where there was fresh water, on 
Matecumbe Key. Would they have just left the bodies of their 
shipmates and friends to rot in the water, or would they have 
piled them up somewhere and cremated them? If they burned 
them, it is very possible some sailor passing the site some 
months after could think they had been cooked. In those days, 
there*was no vegetation on Indian Key, it was just a coral rock, 
a very good place to burn bodies. If this didn’t happen, what 
did the 1733 survivors do with all the bodies, it wasn’t 
recorded? I think this may explain how the bodies got on 
Indian Key. 


The next information on the key says pirates were living 
here. Though not confirmed, very possible. Fresh water was 
nearby, good anchorage and it would be an excellent place 
from which to watch for passing ships. There was no other 
fresh water in, the keys at the time, and there were pirates living 
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in the keys. In 1784, Spain regained Florida and at this time 
pirates were reported living at the wrecking station on the 
south end of Upper Matecumbe. They were reported still in the 
keys as late as 1822,when they were chased by the U.S. 
Gunboat Alligator. It wrecked 5 days after taking 5 pirate 
ships, on nearby Alligator Reef just northeast of the key. She 
was looking for more pirates when she wrecked. She came 
here, and they must have known where to look. 


In 1824, a man came to Indian Key and opened a store for 
the firm of Snyder and Appleby, there were already settlers 
here when he arrived. These settlers may have been what was 
left of the pirates, or their families, or wreckers. In the late 
1820’s, Captain Jacob Houseman of the wrecking schooner 
William Henry put in at the Indian Key anchorage. Everything 
about the island attracted him. The location, it was near fresh 
water, near the sea lanes, in all perfect for his needs. Soon after 
he first landed here, he bought a house and lot from a Reason 
Dukes for $600.00, then he bought a boarding house from 
James Egan, this became his Tropical Hotel. Late in 1830,he 
bought a house on Front street from Egan for $325.00. Now he 
started building up the isle, he had his slaves bring soil and 
plants over from the Matecumbes to make the place pleasant. 
They were even transplanting trees. In July of 1831,he bought 
most of the island from Thomas Gibson. Including a two story 
house, a house then being used asa store, a 9 pin bowling alley, 
billiard hall and table, and an outhouse and kitchen. Still 
building the place up, he had a line of palm trees planted down 
the street where some cottages were along the southeast side of 
the isle. They fronted on Water street. Each cottage had a small 
building behind it, maybe a kitchen or outhouse, between it 
and the palm trees. 


In the center of the key, he built a square, kind of a park 
where the islanders could gather for parties and socials. In 
April of 1832 he was host to John James Audubon, the famous 
ornithologist. They key was becoming a place of some note. 
Houseman also had several water cisterns built, to catch 
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rainwater so they wouldn’t have to depend on imported water. 
These cisterns would serve a very important life saving service 
later in the isles history. 


On May 15, 1834, a post office was established on the key 
and H.S. Waterhouse was installed as postmaster. He held the 
post for a short time, then the job was taken over by Mr. 
Charles Howe. He had a small office for the mail built on to his 
house. Howe became the record keeper for the island, and in 
1835, he recorded that over 700 vessels had docked at Indian 
Key over the last year. Business was brisk. 


Houseman now had a well stocked general store with a 
monopoly of business in the area. The store was used by all the 
wreckers and residents of the key as well as by the Indians, who 
stopped in to trade skins for the white mans goods. The store 
became the village meeting place, Houseman had his office in 
the back of the store, and there was a small patio adjoining it 
where everyone gathered to talk and sometimes have dances. 
Houseman’s bookeeper estimated that the store did about 
$30,000.00 in business a year, very good in those days. 
Houseman’s Tropical Hotel,on the south side of the isle was 
managed by a man named Sam Spencer, he sent out waybills 
and advertisements all around the south to drum up business. 
He was successful and the palce was always filled to capacity. It 
brought in something in excess of $10,000.00 per year, more 
profits for Houseman’s coffers. 


Somewhere along the line, Houseman took a vacation. He 
used the opportunity to go back to his home state of New York 
and find a wife. Her name was Elizabeth Ann. When he first 
brought her to his island paradise, she was very impressed, his 2 
story house in the middle of the island was a mansion to her. It 
had large spacious rooms, with high ceilings and was kept 
spotless by his female slave, Daisy. 


In 1835, there were 14 wrecking ships calling Indian key 
home base, four of which belonged to Jacob Houseman, Four 
of the very best ships on the reef. He was becoming a very rich 
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Dr. Perrines House on Indian Key 


Reef light was on a nearby key tending a garden when he was 
attacked and killed by a small band of Indians. About the same 
time, the Florida Squadron caught two Seminolespies who had 
been watching ship movements. They were questioned, then 
tied up on the deck of one of the ships in the Squadron. It may 
have been from these Indians that Lieutenant McLaughlin 
heard of a large warparty assembling at Cape Sable over on the 
Florida west coast, and at Cape Florida up by today’s Miami. 
With this information, he sent his two cutters, the Flint and the 
Oswego to find them. One cutter to each place. Unfortunately, 
this left Indian Key unprotected. The only soldiers around were 
the fifteen patients at the hospital on Teatable. Houseman had 
his own loose militia, but they were hardly soldiers, just his 
cronys and shipmates. Later he would do everything possibleto 
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get the government to reimburse him for his expense in 
equipping and training this militia. Unsuccessfully. 


Not long after the Flint and Oswego set sail, thetwo Indian 
spies escaped, and went back to the warparty they had come 
from. But it wasn’t at Cape Sable or Cape Florida, it was hidden 
on the west side of Lower Matecumbe or Lignum Vitae Keyjust 
west of Indian Key. These Indians belonged to Chief Chekika 
who had set up this ruse to get theships away from Indian Keyso 
he could attack it. Chekika wanted to get to the stores and 
supplies in Houseman’s store and warehouse. Chekika was 
described as the physically largest Indian in Florida, and he was 
the leader of a little known group from deep in the everglades 
called the “Spanish Indians”. They had only recently joined the 
war as it had just comesouth to them. The Spanish Indians were 
most probably the descendants of the last of the ancient Caloosa 
tribe who had taken refugedeepintheswampin the later 1700's. 
About the only known fights these Indians were involved in was 
the almost total massacre of Colonel Harney’s command onthe 
Caloosahatchee River, and a fight just west of today’s Miami. 
And, this attack on Indian Key. 


At 2 A.M. on the morning of August 7, 1840 Chekika and 
about 130 of his warriors in 20 canoes, paddled silently upto the 
rocky south shore of Indian Key. Nearby, across Water Street, 
were the cottages and just west of them the Tropical Hotel. In 
one of the cottages, there was a restless ships carpenter named 
James Glass. He couldn’tsleep and had gotten upforsomefresh 
air. Looking out his front window, he saw the Indian canoes 
lined up by the shore. They had already unloaded and were now 
creeping into the interior of the isle. They wanted tosurround it 
before attacking. Glass got his gun, went next doorand woke his 
friend George Beiglet. As they tried to go across the isle they 
were seen by the Indians and the fight began. From then on it 
was chaos. Glass somehow made it to Second Street and hid 
himself under the wharf south of the Tropical Hotel, which was 
about 20 feet from his cottage. Beiglet made his way to 
Houseman’s warehouse and hid inthe water cistern underit. He 
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was soon joined by another man and 12 year old Frank Sturdy, 
the brother of Captain Elliot Smith’s wife who had lived on 
Forth Street. The warehouse caught fire and everybody had to 
move, but the boy didn’t and. was later found boiled to death. 


Beiglet and the other man survived, but Beiglet later said he 
had had $10,000.00 in gold in his cabin when the attack began, 
that he no longer had. It was of course either taken by the 
Indians or is still in the ruins of the burned cottage. Nothing is 
ever again said about this missing gold. If Chekika had it, 
Colonel Harney didn’t getit when he later killed him. Somehow, 
I think someone would have seen something of it if the Indians 
had it. I think it’s very possible that when Beiglet came back to 
look for it after the attack he couldn’t find it in the burned out 
ruins, and so believed the Indians had gotten it and gave up. 
Now maybe if he’d had a metal-detector he might havefoundit. 
His cottage was right next to Glass’s which was the last one on 
the west end of Water Street. And, I doubt if many people in 
modern times have figured out the location of his cottage. 


Captain Houseman and his wife were up at the first rifle 
fire. He hadn’t gotten where he was in the world by being slow 
thinking and slow to act. He and his wife were almost the first 
people in the water on their way northeast to the schooner 
Medium anchored, some three miles away. Houseman was 
pulling a small boat away from his dock wading through 
shallow water when his two pet dogs ran to him, barking and 
expecting to play. He drowned each one as quickly as possible. 
His house, located just about halfway between the east and west 
shores of the isle, on the north side facing the ocean was one of 
the first looted and burned. Then the Indians wentstraightto his 
store and warehouse. The store was located _just a short walk 
west of his house, and also along the north side. His warehouse 
was about a half block east of his house, also on the northshore. 
A Mr. Henry Goodyear, a Businessman, had been asleep in a 
room over the store when the attack began, he was safely hidden 
before the Indians burned it. Everything of Houseman’s was 
first looted then burned, He lost his entire fortune. Most of 
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which must have been tied up in goods and supplies in his store 
and warehouse. But, he was alive. His slave Daisy,who kept his 
house,was taken by the Indians, as well as three other slaves 
from the island. 


Captain James Mott, of the Wrecker Key West was caught 
running through the square with his wife, two children and 
mother-in-law. They were savagely killed, only the mother-in- 
law managed to get away. 


Mr. Charles Howe, the postmaster, was in bed when he 
heard thefirstshots. He quickly gathered his family and escaped 
into the water on the north side of the isle. The house he was 
living in, its kitchens (separatefrom the house) asmall carpenter 
shop, and some negro huts by Howe’s house,were the only 
buildings to escape being burned. The Indians !ooted most of 
them but didn’t burn them down. The reason they spared these 
buildings seems to have been because of the symbols on Howe’s 
masonic diploma. Howe had the diploma stuffed away 
somewhere and hadn’t seen it in years, but when he returned the 
day after the raid, it was setting out on his desk. The Indians had 
found it and must have been afraid of it. The symbols onit must 
have meant something to them. It had been in the little post 
office on the back of his house, and this room had been left alone 
by the Indians. 


Dr. Perrine and family woke up to the sound of rifle shots 
and Indian warcries. The doctor quickly herded his family down 
beneath his house into a turtle crawl, then placed a large trunk 
full of seeds over the trap door. He had a rifle, but no 
ammunition, so it was his intention to try to talk to the savages. 
If he hadn’t stayed behind to cover the trap door, the Indians 
would have easily found them. His family could hear him yelling 
to the Indians in Spanish,that he was a doctor and could tend 
their sick. He had gone upstairs and was yellingfroma balcony. 
The family also heard as the Indians broke in, ran up the stairs, 
hacked open the door up there and shot the doctor. Then they 
came back down and looted and destroyed the house. The 
doctor’s daughter, Hester, later wrote of the tragedy describing 
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how they enjoyed breaking all the family’s china. After they 
finished looting,they set the house on fire, and the doctor’s 
family were almost burned to death as the house slowly burned 
down around them. But, they did finally manage to escape. 


The Indians remained on the isle for over ten hours, 
looting, burning and drinking Houseman’s liquor. The people 
who survived the attack were hidden all over the isle, many of 
them in the water cisterns, others under the wharves and docks, 
Of the 60 people on the key at the time, onlysix had died. Thirty 
buildings had been put to the torch and there was loot and 
broken personal items laying about all over the isle. 


All that was left of Dr. Perrine was a few bones. These were 
put in a small box and buried beneath a tall sisal tree in his 
garden, on the north side of Lower Matecumbe Key. 


Afterwards, Houseman remained on the island for about2 
months. He spent his time selling whatever he could salvage. 
Everyone else moved off. The rest of the Perrine family went 
back up north to live. The Howes downto Key West. Houseman 
finally went to Key West,where he got a job as a crew man on 
another wrecking ship. Judge Webb in Key West had already 
revolked Houseman’s wrecking license and he couldn’t be a 
master on a wrecking ship, even if he had had one left. His 4 
wrecking ships, the William Henry, the Sara Isabela, the Thistle 
and another unnamed ship were all sold to pay off old debts. On 
the night of May I, 1841, when he was 41 years old, he was 
crushed to death while trying to board a wrecked ship out onthe 
reef. His wife, Elizabeth Ann, brought his body back to Indian 
Key and buried him here under a two thousand pound marble 
slab. In later years, Treasure Hunters would break it and 
desecrate the grave. Thestone was saved although broken and is 
now in a Miami museum. Elizabeth Ann, and Jacob’s father, 
spent the next few years in and out of court trying to get the 
government to pay for losses on the key. The government had 
stored some supplies at Houseman’s warehouse and they 
claimed this was the reason the Indians attacked. Therefore the 
government was liable for damages. The government laughed at 
them. 
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They wouldn’t pay Elizabeth Ann for several reasons, first 
she couldn’t prove she was legally married to Houseman. 
Second, the man Houseman bought the isle from didnot havea 
title, so Houseman did not havea title. And, as far asthe militia 
went, no one had told them to organize any militia. 


After the massacre, a small garrison of about 20 soldiers 
camped on the isle, but there was no furtheraction here. During 
the Third Seminole War there wasan army post hereandasmall 
hospital. The place eventually became overgrown and the 
buildings still standing were blown down in a hurricane some 
years later. All that remained in the 1960’s,were the cisterns, 
foundations and a few walls here and there. In 1972; the state of 
Florida bought the key from private owners for $250,000.00 
with the intention of digging the site and eventually making a 
state park here. The site has been off limits for years, but may be 
open to visitors now. The park never happened. 


indian Key 
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PIRATES LOOT ... Pirates are said to have camped around 
the Indian wells on thenortheast end of this key, and said to have 
buried a chest here they were never able to reclaim. One day in 
the early 1900’s, a group of people came to the area to find the 
chest. Carvings on rocks in the area were said to lead to the site. 
One of their group, aman, happened tofind the key carved rock, 
and found thechest. Thenin the middle of the night, he packed it 
on their boat and took offstranding his companions onthespot. 
There are believed to be other chests near the wells the group 
didn’t find. The wells, are 5 holes cutinto thecoralrock, nearthe 
northeast tip of theisle. That pirates werein the keysis historical 
fact. Many were captured here. That they camped hereis highly 
probable, as these wells and the ones at the south end of Upper 
Matecumbe, were the only fresh water known in the keys. 
Indians camped at these wells for hundreds of years, perhaps 
thousands of years. The white man arrived in the 1500’s and the 
wells were used by him since then. When there were shipwrecks 
in the area, where else would the survivors and later the salvors 
camp, but at the fresh water. Loot, artifactsand treasureis nota 
gag anymore, these things exist, and have been found all over 
this area for years. Modern treasure hunting is becoming a 
scientific business, not a will o the wisp. In 1938, amanreported 
finding $70,000.00 on the key. In 1911, Mr. Harry Gilbert, a 
fisherman from Miami, found 61 gold coins in the remains of a 
goatskin bag along a sandy stretch on the east side of the key. 
The Caloosa Indians hada village on this key inthe 1700's, it was 
described as the last habitation of the tribe in Florida. It was 
around these wells. The Caloosa salvaged millions in treasure 
from Spanish shipwrecks. Most of it went to Chief Carlos at 
Charlotte Harbor, but they must have had a very considerable 
amount left for themselves. Where is it? Everybody in the tribe 
would get some of it, (described in documents how they all 
danced wearing treasure) there must be many small cashes 
hidden around these keys. 
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NUESTRA SENORA DE BALVANEDA... Nicknamed “El 
Gallo”, she was the Almirante of the 1733 plate fleet. Her 
captain was Bernardo de Maurana.. She was made in Italy, in 
1723, and was one of the largest ships in the fleet. Also, she 
carried the largest amount of treasure of all the wrecked ships. 
Something around 8 million,in registered gold and silver 
belonging to the King. And, probably a couple of million in 
unregistered treasure. She was one of the first and most 
extensively salvaged by the Spanish. Modern salvors have 
worked on the wreck, they recovered asmall fortunein artifacts 
and treasure, This wreck has been washing coins up on the 
southeastern shore of Lower Matecumbe for years. She 
wrecked off the northeast tip of Long Key in shallow water. 
More treasure waits to be found between the wreck and the 
south shore of Lower Matecumbe. 


SWIFT ... This was a merchant ship bound from Havanna in 
1824 with a cargo of sugar, cochineal and indigo. Her captain 
was a Captain Miller. She was caught in a storm and wrecked 
on the east side of Long Key, her crew and cargo were saved by 
wreckers. 


KETTLE BANK ... In the early 1900’s, a resident on the key 
was digging an outhouse when he found an old iron kettle a few 
feet under the surface. It was filled with old gold and silver 
coins. Undoubtedly buried by a resident of the key in the 
1800’s. There were no banks and burying your money in your 
backyard was all you could do with it. People buried a kettle or 
something like it, and added to their “Bank” for years. Often 
many didn’t live to dig their savings up. 


VINEYARD... This was an American ship, wrecked off Long 
Key in 1830. There was supposedly $54,000.00 in the Captain’s 
strongbox when she went down, but I believe it was taken off 
before she sank. If not, it surely would have been salvaged. No 
matter, the wreck will still be a bonanza in relics of her period 
in history. She is in shallow water, just off the east side of the 
Key. 
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EL SUECO DE ARIZON... Nuestra Senora del Rosario San 
Antonio y San Vincent Ferrer. Her captain was Juan Jose de 
Arizon and her owner was Jacinto de Arizon, therefore the 
nickname El Sueco de Arizon. She was a merchant Nao of the 
1733 plate fleet, carrying treasure and a general cargo. She has 
been salvaged by Spain,as well as modern divers. Recent 
salvors found a bonanza in Pilar dollars dated 1732. She 
wrecked on the Flats, 1500 yards south of Conch Key in eight 
feet of water. 


SALTMAKING WORKS . .. In the 1800’s, a Mr. Howe, 
possibly the man from Indian key, who was the postmaster in 
1840, established a saltmaking works on this key. He had built 
a very considerable establishment on the key, but died shortly 
after it began producing. After this it was abandoned. The 
relics and old bottles remain. 
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SAN FERNANDO ... The Nuestra Senora de los Reyes y San 
Fernando y San Francisco de Paula. This was one of the 1733 
plate fleet wrecks, under command of Captain Jose de Cabeza. 
She was a large galleon, built in Italy and carried a large cargo 
of silver and general stores. Spain salvaged her after the 
disaster, but modern divers have been finding small bonanzas 
on the wreck and near it for many years. Thousands and 
thousands of coins, and tons of relics. When she first hit, she 
hit a reef that is now called Piece of Eight Reef. Part of her 
cargo spilled out here. She settled in the Coffins Patch area 
east of Grassy Key, and coins have been washing ashore from 
her since she went down. 


RAILROAD TOWN ... When Flaglers railroad was being 
built, he set up small settlements and camps on several of the 
keys on his journey south. It took years to build the railroad. 
Grassy Key had a railroad town on the north end. It had a hotel 
and several houses. Others lived in tents around these. There 
was a lime grove near the little town, and the ferry dock was 
nearby. The town died when the job moved further south. 
Flaglers old towns have yielded many relics of the period, and 
excellent bonanzas in lost coins dropped by the workers over 
the years. It only takes one rare coin to make you rich. 
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RECOVERED CHEST ... A large old chest was found off 
Key Vaca a few years ago, at first it was believed full of treasure 
from the 1733 plate fleet, but on being opened it was found full 
of sailmakers needles. Not exactly a treasure, but historically 
valuable and it does show that chests do sometimes survive. It 
was from the 1733 plate fleet and weighed about 400 pounds. 


SAN IGNACIO ... The nickname for the San Ignacio de 
Urquijo. She was a large English ship owned by Francisco de 
Alzaibar and she wrecked with the 1733 plate fleet. She carried 
a general cargo and a small consignment of registered treasure. 
She wrecked off Key Vaca, east of Marathon. The chest of 
sailmakers needles probably came from this wreck. She was 
salvaged by Spain. 


ZIRINHA . .. This was a Spanish merchantman that sailed 
from Rio de Janiero with a cargo worth millions in treasure. 
She hit a reef while trying to evade a ship supposedly following 
her. Most of her crew died and the cargo was a total loss. She 
wrecked on a reef off Key Vaca. 


VACA KEY BIGHT... This bight is a wash up spot, things 
have been washing in from offshore wrecks for years. 
Residents have found old bottles, relics and even an occasional 
Spanish coin, 


MONROE COUNTY (PIDGEON KEY) 


LOST REEF ... The lost reef story is an old and thoroughly 
believed tale of a fortune in Spanish treasure. It began in 1935, 
with an old fisherman named Charlie. One day after a severe 
storm, he was sailing up from Key West to Miami,when he 
happened to go aground on this small reef. He had fallen 
asleep at the wheel and didn’t know exactly where he was at the 
time. To get his boat off the reef he climbed over the side, into 
water about 4 feet deep to push it. While pushing he tripped 
over a heavy bar of lead or something. Looking around, he saw 
that the reef was littered as far as he could see with the bars. 
Hundreds of them. He figured they were lead or pig iron used 
on some ship that had wrecked here some years ago. Picking 
one up, he found they weighed about 60 pounds and decided if 
they made good ballast for the other ship, they would make 
good ballast for his small sailboat. So, he loaded ten or twelve 
on his boat. Two years later, at home port in Miami, he 
decided to haul his boat up to scrape and repaint the hull, so he 
unloaded the ballast and stacked it up on the dock. Then one 
day, while setting on the pile, eating luch, he happened to 
scrape some of the encrustation of one of the bars. Underneath 
he found first a soft grey metal, digging a little deeper, he found 
a silver colored metal. Now he was curious as to just exactly 
what this stuff was. He took one bar to a local jeweler and was 
told it was high grade silver. After he sold the bonanza he had, 
he spent the rest of his life trying to relocate the “Lost Reef”. 
He never did. It had undoubtedly been uncovered by the storm 
the day before he found it, and was soon after recovered. And 
since it had been about 2 years, he had very little idea as to 
exactly where the reef had been. He had seen a lot of reefs in 
those last two years. He said it was near Pidgeon Key, possibly 
the Bamboo banks. These are located just northwest of 
Pidgeon Key. It would be the only treasure wreck ever found 
west of the keys. It would have taken one heck of a storm to 
carry a galleon or galleons over into this shallow water, but it is 
actually possible, Several wrecks have been found in Florida 
well up into the trees and mangroves,away from the water, 
completely high and dry. 
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LOST REEF CONTINUED ... In the 1720s,a large Spanish 
merchantman. is believed to have wrecked on the Banks. This 
could be the ship, she carried a cargo of treasure. In another 
vague account, a plate fleet supposedly wrecked on or near the 
banks. And, in 1788 another Spanish merchantman 
supposedly wrecked on the banks. Aside from these, there 
have been hundreds of ships wrecked along the keys, most of 
their locations completely unknown. Any one of which could 
be on or near the Banks. My major problem with the banks is 
their location. The fisherman who found them was bound 
from Key West for Miami. In those days, everybody followed 
the channels east of the keys, they were known, the water was 
deep enough, (not so on the west side) and easy to follow. Why 
would he be on the west side. Where is there a channel deep 
enough for his boat to have just happened to drift over to the 
spot? And, if this fisherman found a fortune, waiting for 
anyone to pick up if they knew the location, why would he tell 
everybody where to look. Would you change the directions 
just a little? In this book, I’m telling you where to search for 
hundreds of actual relic and treasure sites. I’m giving you 
everything I have on the sites, and although I’m sure I’ve made 
mistakes, I think I’m sending many people to very successful 
recoveries. That’s because I know there are thousands of sites, 
and I know no matter how many people search,there will 
always be tons of things to find. I also know that I will never be 
able to go to all the sites so my sharing them with you will not 
matter to me. And, there are one or two sites I’m leaving out 
for myself anyway. But, what would be your attitudeif you had 
found one site, or even my attitude.if I had found one site 
where we had found a bonanza. I don’t believe this fisherman 
would tell either, he probably found the silver bars east of 
Pidgeon Key. In the 1940’s diver Art Mckee may have found 
several silver bars east of the key, supposedly on a reef 
justsouth of the key. Relics and artifacts have been found in 
this area. I would bet there are one or more wrecks along the 
reefs, either northeast or southeast of the key. 
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CUCHIYAGA .. . This was an ancient Caloosa Indian village, 
one of two written about in earlier records. Indian mounds and 
artifacts that have been found all over the Florida keys proves 
that the Indians lived on many of them, but this one and one on 
Matecumbe key, were the only ones spoken of by the early 
explorers. The Indians in these two towns are known to have 
salvaged great amounts of treasure from shipwrecks in the 
keys after the 1500’s. Part of it was paid in tribute to Chief 
Carlos on the west coast, but whatever they did with any 
treasure they kept,still remains to be seen. In my opinion, there 
are small cashes of treasure all over the keys. Each family, each 
Indian,had his or her own pieces of treasure, they must have 
kept hidden somewhere. Then when they died, their treasures 
stayed wherever they hid it. 


UNIDENTIFIED ... A large Spanish merchantship, from 
one of the annual plate fleets is reported to have wrecked off 
this key. This could have been one of several hundred ships. 


Big Pine Key 
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H.M.S. LOOE.. . This was a British man-o-war, a frigate, that 
wrecked on this key on February 5, 1744. She carried 44 
cannons and was under Captain Uting. She wrecked with a 
Spanish prize she had just taken, All men on both ships 
survived, and the Looe crew burned both ships to the waterline 
so they wouldn’t be discovered by the Spanish warships in the 
area, They camped on the key for awhile, and were finally 
rescued. The ship gave her name to the key. 


MISSISSIPPI . . . A large American ship, she ran into Looe 
Reef during a storm in 1829, almost on top of the Looe wreck. 
Wreckers removed 30 tons of cargo and jetisoned some 60 tons 
of ballast. 

UNIDENTIFIED WRECKS ... There have been at least ten 
merchant ships and warships wrecked on and near this reef. 
Swedish cannons dated 1720,were found by a group of divers 
recently, as well as the remains of what appears to have beena 


rumrunner. 
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FORT McINTOSH ... This was a British fort, used during the 
Revolutionary War. It was located on the Oaklands 
Plantation just south of the Kings Ferry, on the old Kings 
Road. At the time it was made into a fort, it was the home ofa 
Captain Taylor. There was a small battle here in June 1778, 
when 300 Americans caught Colonel Thomas Brown, Dan 
McGirt and his rangers camped here. The rangers were on the 
side of the British. They managed to fight their way off the 
plantation and down the Kings Road to Cabbage Swamp. 


ROSE’S BLUFF PATRIOT CAMP... This camp was for a 
time, the headquarters for the Patriot Army of East Florida. 
They fought on the side of the British during the 
Revolutionary War. In 1778, it was their most important post 
and hosted hundreds of troops. To reach the site from todays 
Yulee, follow route 5 north to Becker, then from Becker, north 
on Crandall Road,2 and three forths miles, At this point, 
Crandall Road is joined by a small road from the east, follow it 
2% miles east, where it just hits the river. At this point, the bluff 
is just north of you. Follow the river north from 4 to 4 a mile. 


‘FORT TONYN . . . This was on Florida’s English Governor 
Patrick Tonyn’s Plantation. In 1778, Tonyn’s own private 
army, the East Florida Rangers camped here. The rangers 
were a group he founded, trained and commanded. The 
Americans considered them bandits, just what some of them 
became after the war. Bandit leader Daniel McGirt,was one of 
the leaders of the rangers, In the first part of June of 1778,the 
rangers heard a large American force under General Robert 
Howe was coming their way,so burned the fort and deserted 
the site. Howe arrived in late June with about 3,000 American: 
troops, and they encamped at the ruins. The fort was located 
east of Mills Ferry, or just east of the Kings Ferry on the south 
side of the river. 


CAMP NEW HOPE... . This was a Revolutionary War camp, 
used by the Patriot Army in the 1770’s. Thousands of troops 
would pass through here over the years. It was located on a 
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plantation owned and operated by a man named 
Hollingsworth. General McIntosh commanded here for 
awhile, as did General Mathews. It was located in the 
southeast 14 of the southeast 4 of section 32. Just north of 
Oceanway, a road leads east, this road is, or leads to, Cedar 
Point Road. Follow it about 8 miles to Boney road and the site 
is a mile east of the Boney Road and Cedar Point Road 
intersection. Oceanway is just north of Jacksonville. 


BATTLE OF CABBAGE SWAMP ... In June of 1778, 
Colonel Thomas Brown and his East Florida Rangers were 
caught at Fort McIntosh by a force of 300 Americans. Brown 
retreated along the Kings Road (present 121A) and there was a 
running battle through Cabbage Swamp. The Rangers rode 
into the swamp and set up such a vicious fire that the 
Americans couldn’t get in to get them, but they .couldn’t get 
out either. The fight lasted like this for some time, and finally 
Brown was able to escape. He later reported that many of his 
men lost their rifles in the swamp. A force of British regular 
soldiers came along and helped Brown get out of the affair. 
The battlesiteand the swamp are all along the west side of 121A 
within 2 miles of Kings Ferry. 


Kolurae. 


Early Nassau County 
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FORT KIRKLAND... There is very little information on this 
post, only a notation indicating an outpost,on what became 
called Fort Kirkland Branch. This is a small stream 3 miles east 
of tiny Garden City,a smalltown 5 miles north of the town of 
Crestview. 


UNIDENTIFIED WRECK ... An old story says a large ship 
loaded with treasure,was wrecked off Fort Walton Beach. Itis 
believed by some to have been Billy Bowlegs ship “Mysterio”. 
Others say it was a Spanish merchant. All agree it was filled 
with treasure. I mentioned this wreck in my first book, “Where 
to Find Treasure in Florida? and sometime later I heard froma 
Pensacola man who says a wreck was found in the area. He 
went on to say it was located near the town of Destin,at the 
mouth of Choctawahatchee Bay. The finders were a group of 
area businessmen , who were friends of a local Congressman. 
He never heard anything about what was recovered. If there 
was a wreck here and it was found and salvaged,it would have 
been impossible for the salvagers to have recovered everything. 


FORT WALTON ...This was a Confederate fort,built during 
the Civil War. It was here to guard the East Pass and the 
entrance to Santa Rosa Sound. The soldiers built the fort on or 
. near a large old Indian mound,which they partly excavated. 

They even built a display out of the skeletons they found in the 
mound. It was later destroyed. The fort was located off route 
98,in Fort Walton Beach. 


FORT WALTON MOUND ... This was a large ancient 
temple mound occupied from 1300 A.D. until about 1700 A.D. 
The mound once covered over one acre of ground. This is the 
mound excavated by Confederate soldiers in 1861,stationed at 
Fort Walton. The skeletons they found were unusually large 
and perfectly preserved. Their culture became known as the 
Fort Walton Culture. The site is located off route 98 in the 
center of todays town of Fort Walton Beach. 
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FORT DRUM... This was a Second Seminole War fort built 
during the 1830's. It was to be a supply base and outpost in the 
swamp. It was located on the east side of Fort Drum Creek, 2 
miles south of todays town of Fort Drum. To reach it, go south 
on route 441 for 24 miles. From this point go east mile to the 
creek. The fort, was within 4 mile in either direction along the 
creek, 


UPTHGROOVE BEACH... This small town grew up around 
« the site of John Upthgroove’s Plantation. This was Laura 
Upthgroove’s father, Laura was the notorious Queen of the 
Everglades, outlaw and girlfriend of the infamous John 
Ashley, See the Ashley story in the chapter on Martin County. 
After Ashley and his Lieutenants were killed on the Sebastian 
River Bridge, Laura came here to stay with her father for 
awhile, For those who believe she had buried John Ashley’s 
loot, this would be a logical spot to search for it. Old records 
will give the exact site of the Upthgroove place. 


BATTLE OF OKEECHOBEE ... On Christmas Day, 1837, 
General Zackery Taylor with 1,100 men, engaged 500 
Seminoles here. The Indians were led by Chiefs Sam Jones, 
Wildcat, and Alligator. The battle lasted for 2!4 hours, and 
was a decisive victory for General Taylor. It was also the last 
big battle of the war. The Seminoles were in a position on the 
south or eastern edge of todays Nubbins Slough and the 
soldiers had to wade the slough to get to them. The swamp was 
almost impassable, but they did manage to get through and 
defeat the Indians in hand to hand fighting. To reach the site 
from the town of Okeechobee, follow route 710 southeast for 
5% miles,to the south side of the bridge over Nubbins Slough. 
From here follow the slough east to the site. About 214 miles 
east of the the road, in section 22. 


UTOPIA ... This was a ghost town established in the 1890's. It 
had a post office, general store, school and about 30 homes. It 
was a fishing community of about 100 people. In the early 
1900’s,the people drifted away and the town died. 
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; FORT MAITLAND .. . This was a Second Seminole War 
fort, built in 1838 and named for Captain William S. Maitland. 
It was located in todays town of Winter Park, on the south side 

} of the western most tip of Lake Maitland. Today this is where 
route 600 meets the lake. 


FORT McNEIL .. . This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
| built in the late 1830’s and named for Lieutenant John McNeil. 
The fort was located in the middle of section 33, and the old 
trail crossed along the east side of it. The best way to reach the 
site, is from todays town of Cocoa in Brevard County. From 
Cocoa follow route 520 west about 7 miles to the junction with 
route 532. From here go south on 532 about 114 miles to the 
\ Taylor Creek Bridge. From here go east 4 mile and the fort 
was here on the north side of the creek. 


FORT CHRISTMAS .. . This was a Second Seminole War 
fort, built on December 25, 1835 and named for the day it was 
built on. It was built by General Eustis,who came here with 
1,000 men. They built an 80 foot square stockade and 2 twenty 
foot blockhouses. Eustis reported that it was built on the site of 
Osceola’s main Indian town. The amenitys that attracted the 
Indians, also attracted the soldiers. To reach it from today’s 
town of Christmas, go north on route 420 a mile to a small 
toad. Follow this road west, then north to Christmas Creek. 
The fort was in the northwest 4 of section 20, on the north side 
of the creek just west of this small road. A road led to the site 
up until the 1950’s. 
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FORT GARDINER .. . This was a Second Seminole War fort 
built in December 1837,by Colonel Taylor. Taylor had been 
sent at the head of a large army,to this area,to attack Chief 
Arpeika (Sam Jones) and Chief Onselmatche (Jumper), who 
had been operating in the area. Sam Jones escaped, but chief 
Jumper surrendered at this time and was brought to Fort 
Gardiner. It was located on the Kissimee River,between Lake 
Kissimee and Lake Tohopekaliga. 


HAMILTON DISTON PLANTATION . .. This was a large 
extensive sugar plantation built in 1885 by Hamilton Diston, a 
land speculator. It was abandoned after the Spanish American 
War. It was located off highway 192 and state road 441 at St. 
Cloud. 


FORT TAYLOR ...A Second Seminole War fort built in the 
late 1830’s. It was located in the southeast 4 of section | 
township 26 south range 35 east. To reach it, today,start at 
todays Deer Park. Go north on route 419 for 114 miles. This is 
3 miles past the Wolf Creek Bridge. From this point, turn east 
and go in 3 miles to Lake Winder. The fort overlooked the 
northwest corner of the lake, about 50 yards west of the lake 
gshore. 


FORT TAYLOR INDIAN MOUND ... A large ancient 
Timiciun Indian Mound, it was located 200 yards south of old 
Fort Taylor. In 1838, Dr. Sam Forry, the Fort Taylor surgeon 
explored the mound. He wrote that he had found it littered 
with artifacts and relics. He found parts of tomahawks, glass 
beads, a silver disc and a small silver box full of jewelry, 
trinkets and silver ornaments. The mound had been a 
Seminole town before the soldiers arrived and built the fort. In 
1850, an artist sketched the mound showing a small building 
on top of it, the remains of an old trading post. The mound and 
area around it will be excellent sites to search. 


REDDING PARKERS SECRET BANK ... In the 1800's, 
Florida was a major cattle producing state. There was 
extensive ranches throughout middle and southwestern 


143 


OSCEOLA COUNTY 


Florida. Thousands of head of cattle were shipped all over the 
country from Florida west coast ports. And with all this 
business came many cattle fortunes. The most wealthy men in 
the state were ranchers. One such man was Redding B. Parker. 


Redding Parker came from a long line of successful 
cattlemen. He had a large and prosperous ranch near 
Kenansville ,in Osceola County,in middle Florida. He had 
various other interests, but the majority of his wealth came 
from his cattle. Wealth that he didn’t trust to banks. In those 
days, the cattle business in Florida was run ona cash and carry 
basis. Hard cash, like gold and silver coins. It was the only 
money anybody had any confidence in, so that’s how business 
was conducted. Everybody in the cattle industry usually had 
saddlebags and sacks of these coins laying about the house. 
Since they didn’t trust banks, almost everybody had a “post 
hole bank’, somewhere around his house. These post hole 
banks have been found all over the state, in the last hundred 
years. 


Redding Parker had several of these banks on his ranch. 
The largest one was an old trunk buried under a few feet of soil 
near his house. He had added to it for years and it was filled 
with gold and silver coins of all denominations. Today, at 
collector’s prices, it is worth a fortune. Every year he drove his 
cattle over to Fort Myers, sold them, and returned with 
saddlebags bursting. He kept small cashes for the money he 
needed to use throughout the year, the trunk was his 
retirement fund. 


He died in 1891, taking the location of the bank with him. 
Soon after people began looking for the well known cashe. A 
Mr. K. Landingson found one of the small cashes, it was full of 
gold coins. Years later, another man reported finding another 
small cashe of gold coins on the ranch. Parkers retirement fund 
still waits to be found. The story has not been well known in 
recent years, and its very doubtful the old site has ever been 
searched with a metal-detector. 
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BOCA RATON INLET TREASURE... Inthe 1800's, an old 
sponge diver,found a fortune in silver bars at the original Boca 
Raton inlet. But, he didn’t know he found it. He was diving out 
there looking for sponges, when he found a square hole in the 
bottom. It was just after a severe storm, and he figured it had 
uncovered several tons of sand that normally was over the site. 
The square hole was the old hold of a wreck. He went down 
into the hold and felt around in the dark to see what he could 
find. He ran his hands over hundreds of heavy bars. Not 
knowing what they were, he only took a few, to use as ballast 
on his boat. He thought that was probably what they were 
anyway. Pig iron or lead used as ballast for some old sailing 
ship. A few days later, he was chipping away at one of the bars 
to see what it was when he discovered it was silver. He returned 
to the areathe next day, but couldn’t find the site again. 


In the early 1900’s, workmen came to the area to build the 
route AIA. One man, digging on the route,happened to find 
what appeared to be the remains of an old leather purse.like 
they used in the 16th and 17th centuries. Inside,he found a 
cashe of silver coins. They had likely washed ashore from a 
wreck some years ago. He was near the mouth of the old inlet. 
The old sponge diver said he found the silver bar wreck out in 
front of the inlet. The original inlet constantly changed 
position, so in the 1800’s a new one, the present one, was duga 
mile south of the old one. 

In 1733, a large Spanish nao, a merchant ship carrying 
“treasure, wrecked at Rio Seco on the east coast of Florida. 
Another Spanish merchantman, this one owned by a Don 
Geronimo de Barroso, was wrecked near Rio Seco,in 1734. 
The problem is to find where Rio Seco was or is. I found it 
listed in several places on the old maps of Florida. One of 
which,was the Boca Raton Inlet. . 

In my opinion, the old sponge fisherman found the 
remains of the 1733 wreck. The inlet kept changing, that made 
for shifting sands exposing it-occasionally and then recovering 
it. Due to this the wreck has never been found. Digging the new 
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inlet closed the old inlet forever and the sand is no longer 
shifting and exposing the wreck, so it hasn’t been seen since. 

Boca Raton, is often said to mean mouth of sharp pointed 
rocks. There are rocks at the inlet, but in my Spanish class, 
Boca Raton,would translate as Rats Mouth. Maybe that refers 
to pirates having once camped in the inlet, and the wreck may 
have been one of their ships or prizes. The cashe of coins were 
found on dry land and chances are there are more cashes that 
also washed up from the wreck. Some years ago there was a 
report of someone finding scattered coins on the beach here, a 
storm probably washed them up. The sponge diver was 
hunting sponges in shallow water, how deep would he go in the 
1800’s? The Boca Inlet is just east of Boca Raton on the Florida 
east coast. 


UNIDENTIFIED WRECK ... In 1870, South Florida had a 
violent hurricane, The next day the keeper of the Jupiter Inlet 
Lighthouse, decided to do a little beachcombing. He walked 
down to a point about 4 mile south of the inlet, to a spot that 
was just east of the south end of Lake Worth (the lake), It was 
at low tide, and the tide was exceptionally low on this occasion. 
He noticed something sticking up just barely out of the water 
along the rock reef along the shore. It was a couple of feet from 
the waters edge. On closer inspection, he saw that the things 
sticking up. were 4 ancient cannons and an old anchor. 
Obviously an old ship had run aground here and these things 
were all that was left of the wreck. She had likely hit on the 
rock reef and stuck there. The finder told a few friends what he 
had found and speculation was that he had discovered the 
resting place of the 18 gun warship “Wasp”, an American sloop 
that had been lost about 1814. Possible, but personally I would 
believe her to have been an old Spanish wreck. And, much 
older, probably from the 1600’s. 

Sometime later, the keeper's son was playing south of the 
Inlet, when he found an ancient flintlock rifle,laying cocked in 
a fresh water stream. The rifle was in very good condition. 
Now, in my opinion, the survivors from the old wreck found by 
the keeper camped here, because of the fresh water, the stream 
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was located a mile southwest of where the old wreck was. The 
gun found in the creek was cocked and loaded. This tells me it 
was probably dropped by the man using it. If he wasn’t using it 
he wouldn’t have it cocked. So théy were probably attacked by 
Indians, and all killed, that is why there is no mention of this 
wreck in any records, no one lived to tell about it. And, they 
» were probably killed by the Indians living on the mound on the 
south side of Jupiter inlet. | 

This is a super site, added to all the other stories of finds in 
this area, it is almost a certainty that an unknown wreck is 
here. 


CAPTAIN STONES TREASURE . .. Captain Stone was a 
beachcomber who lived at “Stones Point” in the 1800’s. One 
day while walking the beach he happened to find an old chest 
full of old Spanish coins. The coins were all gold. Sometime 
later, he went up north and returned with a beautiful new 
schooner then came back to the Point and began in the logging 
business. One day he loaded the schooner at high tide with a 
great deal more logs than it was meant to carry, then when the 
tide went out, the ship was aground, and the weight of the load 
broke her in half. She is still at the Point. He went back to 
beachcombing and spent the rest of his life trying to find 
another chest. Exactly where the old captain had found the 
chest was not stated. But Stones Point was located ona piece 
of property later owned by a Mr. DeBois, inside the Jupiter 
Inlet. He would have been beachcombing near the Juptier 
Inlet. 2 


S.S. INCHULVA...This was an English ship that wrecked at 
Delray Beach on September 11, 1903. The captain was G. W. 
Davis, and she had a crew of 28, nine of which drowned. She 
was bound for Galveston, Texas when hit by a storm and 
wrecked. She ran aground, her stern broke off, and she began 
breaking up within 2 hours. The survivors of the disaster were 
taken to a 3-story hotel across the road from the beach, and 
could see the wreck from the top floor of the hotel. The hotel 
belonged to a Mr. and Mrs. Chapman. Relics have been 
recovered in the area for years. 
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ARMY PAYROLL . . . During the Third Seminole War, a 
group of soldiers were carrying an $80,000.00 payroll through 
this area. When they reached the Henry Williams Hammock 
west of Buddy Lake, they were attacked by a large band of 
Seminoles. The fight was not going well for the soldiers, so 
they buried the money in the hammock and placed an old iron 
kettle over the spot. One man lived long enough to tell the 
story, but died soon after. A search party was sent out but 
never found anything. About twenty years later a man heard 
the story and told that he had found an old kettle in that areaa 
few years before. But, he could not find the site again. He 
searched for years. All anyone knew was the money had been 
buried at the foot of a large tree in the hammock. Buddy Lake 
is the south part of Lake Pasadena, two miles southeast of 
today’s St. Leo. 


FORT DADE... This was a Second Seminole War fort built 
in 1836 and named for the gallant Major Dade,killed at the 
famous Dade Massacre. It was built by orders from General 
Jessup, ‘but actual work was done by Colonel William Foster 
of the 4th Infantry. It was built up around the site of a trading 
post. It was a very large fort and soon became General Jessups 
headquarters. It was a long rectangle built out of logs. It had 
blockhouses, barracks, mess hall, storehouses and a hospital. 
In February 1837, it had a large garrison under the command 
of Captain R. M. Kirby. There was a camp outside, 
commanded by Major A. R. Thompson. There was also a 
battalion of friendly Creek Indians camped outside the 
stockade. It was never attacked by the Indians, the only 
important occurance here was the Fort Dade Capitulation, a 
treaty signed by Chiefs Jumper and Alligator, and a few less 
notable chiefs. It was located in the southeast 4 of the 
southeast 4 of Section 29. To reach it from Dade City, start at 
the intersection of Routes 41 and 578. Go west on 578, 14 
miles, the Fort was just south of this point overlooking 
Suwanee Lake. 
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GREEN KEY ... Coins and artifacts have been found on the 
northwest side of this key. They are believed to be washing in 
from a wreck 3 miles northwest of the key. The wreck has been 
located but not salvaged. The isle is located just west of New 
Port Richey Beach. 


FORT TAYLOR ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
established in the late 1830’s. To reach it, from today’s San 
Antonio, follow Route 52 west, 244 miles to Route 93. Now 
north on 93 for 54 miles to Route 577. North on 577 about 4 
miles to Johnston Road,then west on Johnston Road 344 miles 
to Route 581. Turn north on 581, and go up 1% mile to 
Bayhead Road. West on Bayhead road to the deadend. Now 
go another '4 mile west of the deadend and you will be in the 
center of the Fort. It is located right in the middle of Section 3. 
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RIVIERA BAY WRECK .. . This was a large Spanish 
merchantship, captured in the Gulf of Mexico by the Pirate 
Captain Ross around 1820. He brought it into Riviera Bay 
with its cargo of silver bars and sank it. He figured he could 
salvage the cargo anytime he needed it. He never reclaimed it 
and now it is covered in mud at the bottom of the bay. Part of 
the cargo was believed salvaged by divers in the early 1900’s. 


MIRANDA PLANTATION .. . This was built by Abel 
Miranda, a well known Tampa resident in the middle 1800’s. 
During the Civil War, Miranda was a blockade runner and his 
plantation was destroyed by Union troops,who were looking 
for contraband on it. Gunboats brought the troops in and 
bombarded the place first. Miranda never did re-build. It was 
located on Big Bayou about 14 miles south of Albert Whitted 
Airport, East St. Petersberg. After the war he built a new 
plantation 2 miles inland from Big Bayou. 


CAPTAIN BUNCES VILLAGE ... This was established by 
Captain William Bunce on Mullet Key.in the early 1800’s. It 
was one of the first white settlements in the area. He began with 
a fish rancho, and eventually a small village of about 200 
people grew up around it. There were about 40 buildings, 
houses, stores, sheds and fishing shacks. Bunce was a very 
controversial and unpopular man with the military inthe area. 
General Walker Armstead at Fort Brooke, believed he aided 
and supplied the local Seminoles during the Second Seminole 
War, so had the village destroyed. Armstead said the place was 
a haven for renegade Indians, Spaniards and outlaws. Years 
later the Bunce heirs were paid $1,000.00 for their claims 
against the government for the act. The village was on Mullet 
Key, at the end of Route 699, south of Gulfport. 


COOPERS POINT .. . Pirates supposedly camped at this 
point, and buried loot here. The Point is located on Old Tampa 
Bay, a mile north of the Route 60 bridge,as it leaves 
Clearwater. 
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ROSS ISLAND PIRATE TOWN .. . Ross Island is 
supposedly named for a pirate named Captain Henry Ross. He 
was said to have been one of Jean Lafites men at the time Lafite 
was pardoned, after the War of 1812. Ross didn’t want to stop 
pirating, so came down to Tampa Bay and started his own 
pirate town. He arrived here in 1818 with a shipload of loot he 
had been collecting since 1812, He built a small town here anda 
fort to protect it, then preyed on shipping in the Gulf of 
Mexico. He used Weedon Island, as a place to house his 
captives and built a stockade for them there. In 1821, pirate 
chasers from Key West caught him at the mouth of Tampa Bay 
looting a prize. They chased him into the Bay, but Ross 
escaped them. But, the Navy did follow soon after and caught 
him tied up at Ross Island. They destroyed his ship in the lagoon 
on the east side of the island (now overgrown and no longer 
exists) and Ross and most of his crew escaped into the forests, 
never to be seen again. His loot is still buried on the Isle. The 
Navy destroyed the little town and his fort. The town had 20 
huts and was on the southeast side of the isle, the fort was on 
the east side just above the lagoon. There was a dock in the 
lagoon. His schooner sank in the middle of the lagoon. Since 
Ross, the isle has been used by rumrunners, smugglers and 
even fishermen. Some have reported finding old cannons and 
many relics on the isle. One man reported finding a small cashe 
of coins on the south end. In recent times, it was dug for 
drainage ditches and workers found a large anchor, cannons 
and relics where the lagoon used to be. The isle is located just 
east of Weedon Isle, 2!4 miles north of where the Gandy 
Causeway (Route 600), crosses the Bay at Harbor Bayou. 


SEMINOLE GOLD . .. In the 1830's, the U.S. Government 
offered the Seminoles hard cash if they would give up their 
land and relocate out west. Some of the tribe took the money, 
others, of course went to war. Some who took the money are 
believed to have buried part of it on Big Island, in the side of an 
Indian mound. They buried it because they believed the 
soldiers would steal it from them as soon as they were unarmed 
and defenseless. Big Island is located southeast of Largo, just 
north of where Route 75 and 93 enter the Bay. 
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FORT ARBUCKLE... This was a Third Seminole War fort, 
built in 1850. It was located in the south 4 of the northeast 4 
of Section 2,at the northeast end of Lake Arbuckle just east of 
Frostproof. To reach it from Frostproof, follow Route 17 
south to just past the south end of Silver Lake. Here a road 
leads east, follow it east 8 miles. At this point the road curves 
south but you must continue east another 3% of a mile to the 
site. It was here, along the west side of a small creek. 


FORT GARDINER .. . This was a Second Seminole War 
fort, built in 1837 by Colonel Alexander Thompson, one of 
Zack Taylors men. In December of 1837, Taylor gathered over 
1,000 men at this fort on his way to the battle of Lake 
Okeechobee. The fort was located on the west side of the 
Kissamee River at Camp Mack, in todays town of Gardiner. It 
was named for a soldier named Gardiner, who had died in the 
war. 


FORT CARROLL... This was a Third Seminole War fort, 
built in the 1850’s,by Captain T. P. Guynn of the U.S. 8th 
Infantry. It was named for Sargent Major Carroll,who had 
been recently killed by the Indians. -Five hundred soldiers 
garrisoned the fort. It was located on the north bank of Peace 
Creek, 2 miles northeast of Bartow, in the southeast 4 of the 
southeast 4% of Section 27. To reach it, follow Route 17 north 
from Bartow for 3 miles, here Mine Road joins 17 from the 
southeast. Turn south of Mine Road and go into the creek, the 
fort was on the north bank of the creek just west of the road. 


FORT CLINCH... This was a Third Seminole War fort, built 
in the 1850°s and named for General Duncan L. Clinch. It was 
located at the northwest tip of Lake Clinch, between Route 
630A and the lake, 


GREEN SWAMP... This swamp was a Seminole stronghold 
during the Second Seminole War. Some of the tribes most 
prominent chiefs lived here at one time or another, Micanopy, 
Alligator, and Jumper all lived here during the Second 
Seminole War. They had towns and campsites all over the 
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swamp, almost anywhere there was an island or hammock. 
This swamp was used by the ancient Timicium Tribes also, it 
was in the province of a chief named Acera and he too had 
towns in the swamp. Today the swamp is still remote and 
dangerous. Some consider it a worse morass than the 
Everglades, more unknown and harder to penetrate. The 
swamp begins just north of todays Polk City and runs north up 
through Lake County. 


TOLOPCHOPKO... This was a Seminole town, here in the 
1800’s and under the leadership of Chief Oponay. There were 
over 300 houses in the village and it had a large population of 
Upper Creek Indians,who had come to Florida from Georgia 
in the late 1700’s. During the Second Seminole War, the town 
was attacked and destroyed by Colonel Goodwins command. 
The name Tolopchopko was the Indian name for the Peace 
River. It was located in Section 30, 14 miles south of Lake 
Hancock, along Saddle Creek,north of Bartow. 


MINATTI AND CHETUCKELA .. . These were two 
Seminole Chiefs and their towns,here at the same time as 
Tolopchopko. Both were in the same area of Tolopchopko. 
Minatti was in Section 19, 4 mile below Lake Hancock. 
Chetuckela was in Section 32, two miles below Lake Hancock. 
Both along Saddle Creek, north of Bartow. 


PRG OS Cheluchoda 
The Seminole Towns 
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ROLLESTOWN OR CHARLOTTIA .. . This is an English 
ghost town built on a high bluff overlooking the St. Johns 
River. The site was first an ancient Timicium Indian town, 
then later in the 1600’s, the Spanish had some sort of 
installation here. Historians found artifacts of the Indians, and 
relics and utensils of the Spanish on the site. In 1765, John 
Bartram, the father of the famous William Bartram, who also 
traveled and mapped the state, recorded that he found old 
Spanish entrenchments at the site. In 1767, Lord Deny Rolles 
was granted 40,000 acres here to settle and plant a colony for 
the British and to make his fortune. He went to London where 
he gathered prostitutes (why prostitutes?), thieves, and various 
other types of human derelics and brought them to his new 
plantation to make a new lifein Florida. He built his new town 
on the bluff overlooking the river. The bluff rose about 20 feet 
above the surface of the water. He built stores, warehouses, 
saloons, homes and a stately mansion for himself. But, his 
people, his new colonists were vagrants for a reason. They 
liked it that way, and had no taste for hard toil out in the 
beautiful Florida wilderness. In those days, you had to be 
made of pretty solid stuff just to stay alive. Even then, it was 
almost impossible without substantial outside help. Those of 
Lord Rolles people who didn’t die off, ran off. Rollestown, or 
Charlottia, as he called it, was not paradise. Rolles kept 
bringing over more people, but to no avail, they continued to 
die or desert. The wild, gay nightlife and taverns of St. 
Augustine was too attractive. Lord Rolles deserted the project 
himself in 1782, he had planted 8,000 acres and raised 1,000 
head of cattle, It could have been one of the best plantations in 
Florida,ifhe had used a different way to work it. In the end, he 
about broke even on the deal. The little city fell to ruins. In the 
1800’s, there was a steamer stop here, then the place was for 
awhile the western terminus for the St. Johns and Halifax 
Railroad. Warehouses and a large depot were built. Today, a 
power plant covers part of the site, just outside of East Palatka, 
along Route 17. 
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UNION STEAMER COLUMBINE .. . This was a Union 
gunboat and troop transport used on the St. Johns River 
during the Civil War. It was a fairly new ship, and was 
considered to be one of the best on the river. Also the fastest 
steamer at the time. She was a beautiful ship, with two, 32 
pound rifle cannons. At the time she was attacked she carried 
148 men and a full load of equipment and supplies. The troops 
were being sent to find Confederate Captain Dickison and put 
him out of action. Dickison was Florida’s hero, and her most 
effective force. In May of 1864, he found out the Columbine 
was coming and set a trap for her. He concealed his men 
behind the cypress trees and foliage at Horse Landing on the 
west side of the St. Johns River and ambushed it as it came by. 
The Columbine was completely surprised and about two thirds 
of the troops aboard were killed. Dickison didn’t lose a man. 
The steamer was disabled when she came abreast of the wharf, 
then drifted downstream about 200 yards where she struck fast 
on a sand bar. What was left of the Union Company on board 
surrendered. Dickison stripped the wreck of what they could 
then burned her to the waterline. She had been shot to pieces 
and couldn't have been salvaged by them anyway. The hulk is 
still at the edge of the sandbar, along with whatever Dickison 
left that he couldn’t carry. Dickison had stationed his men on 
both sides of the river at the landing, and he stationed himself 
on a small wooded bluff at the landing. 

To reach the site from todays Palatka, start at the Routes 
19 and 100 intersection, from here go 8 miles south on Route 
19, Here a road leads southeast, follow it in 114 miles,to where 
the road makes a “T”. Turn east here and go to the end of this 
road. It deadends about 4 mile west of the landing. It is on the 
west side of the river, a mile above todays Saratoga. 


FORT LAWSON ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830’s. It was located between 3 and 4 miles 
southwest of Palatka. 


FORT HUNTER ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830’s. It was located on the St. Johns River, 
1% miles south of the ACL railroad bridge,south of todays 
Palatka. 
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ESPERANZA PLANTATION . . . This was owned by a Mr. 
Joeseph M. Sanchez in the 1700’s. It was a sugar plantation 
and was considered one of the areas most beautiful. It was 
located at the entrance to Dunns Lake, inside the entrance, 
overlooking the lake. 


SPALDINGS LOWER STORE .. . Spaidings was an early 
trading firm, one of the first to operate in Florida. This store 
was here in 1773 when William Bartram passed through the 
state. The store was used from 1763 through 1784, and 
Bartram stayed here for several months. Spalding was an 
English merchant that traded with the Indians. The store was 
located in a grove of Live Oak trees about 100 yards west of 
Stokes Landing. This is on the west side of the St. Johns River, 
6 miles southwest of Palatka. The site has been found and 
identified by historians, they found ancient pottery, chimney 
bricks and relics. The store was abandoned in 1784 when they 
had Seminole trouble. 


AHAPOPKA ... This was a large Seminole town, here in the 
1800's. In 1823,the chief of the town was Ocheese-Tustanuk. It 
was later a negro town, and was destroyed by General Jessup 
in the Second Seminole War, after he captured 41 negro 
prisoners here. It was located at the mouth of the Oklawaha 
River, across the St. Johns River from Welaka. The site is 
across the river from todays Beecher Point, just southwest of 
Welaka. 


MOUNT HOPE ... Also called Mount Tucker, this was the 
high shelly bluff at todays Beechers Point, a mile south of 
Welatka. It was named Mount Hope by John Bartram who 
found orange groves here. This suggested the site had been a 
Spanish plantation in the past. When his son came along in 
1773, he wrote that there was now an indigo plantation here, 
then owned by a Mr. John Tucker, hence, Mount Tucker. 
Eventually the plantation had to be abandoned because of the 
Seminole troubles and it fell to ruins. Present roads lead 
almost to the site,a mile southwest of Welatka. 
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FORT PICOLATA . . . This was a Spanish fort, built in the 
early 1700’s,on the old Spanish trail from St. Augustine to 
Pensacola, It was the east landing of the trail on the east bank 
of the St. Johns River. Fort Pupo, on the other side of the 
river, was the west landing. It was built of Coquina rock, like 
the great fort in St. Augustine. The fort was 20 yards square, 
surrounded by a moat, and placed 20 yards back from the bank 
of the river, It stood on a small bluff that would later become 
covered with trees. In 1735 it was attacked by the Talapuse and 
Uchees Indians, they devastated the fort. In 1740, it was 
attacked and taken by Governor Oglethorp in his bid to expel 
the Spanish from Florida. In 1773, William Bartram came 
through, he described the fort as in ruins. In the early 1800’s, 
the site belonged toa Mr. John Newcomer, he sold it in 1821 to 
a Mr. Lewis Gilbert. In 1835, during the Second Seminole 
War, a wooden blockhouse was built on the site and put under 
command of a Captain Charles Marchant. William T. 
Sherman of Civil War fame, was stationed here at this time, he 
wrote that giant live oak trees shaded his yard. During the Civil 
War the fort was enlarged, and held by Union soldiers. It was 
located a mile north of todays Magnolia Landing on the river 
(20 yards back) along Route 13. 


FORT SAN DIEGO. .. This was an early Spanish fort, built 
by Don Diego de Spinoza, and of course named for him. It was 
built on his estate, in what became known as the Diego Plains. 
Spinoza later sold the property to the Francisco Sanchez 
family, who would hold it for 2 centuries. The fort was built in 
the 1600’s, and was located on the Spanish road from St. 
Augustine to the mission of St. Juans, at the mouth of the St. 
Johns River. It was a small fort, usually garrisioned by about 
50 soldiers. Francisco Sanchez was a cattle rancher, he 
supplied the garrison at St. Augustine with beef for many 
years, he was also a friend and ally of the infamous Dan 
McGirt. McGirts outlaw band often camped at the old fort and 
Sanchez supplied him with food, supplies, guns and 
ammunition. The old fort and camping areas around the plains 
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will be very good sites to look for McGirts loot and relics of the 
outlaw gang. 

In 1740, when General Oglethorpe came to take St. 
Augustine, he attacked and took the fort from the small 
garrison. After this, he made it his headquarters for the rest of 
the time he was in Florida. In the’1800’s, the ruins of the fort 
were still here, and people reported that there were still old 
cannons in the ruins. They may still be there. To find the site, 
remember it was on the Spanish road, up the coast, and there is 
still a small road following the course, just south of the Diego 
Plains. Route AIA probably follows it after Mickler Landing. 
The Plains are located just east of todays Palm Valley, about 
20 miles north of St. Augustine. Old accounts say the fort was 
either 18 or 20 miles north of St. Augustine. 


FORT FULTON . .. This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in February of 1840. It was located on the right bank of 
Pelicers Creek, near the Mantanzas River, Pelicer’s Creek is 
located 3 miles southwest of Mantanzas Inlet. 


FORT SEARLE . . . This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830's. It was located 6 miles east of Picolata on 
the St. Augustine Road. Today’s Route 208 follows the course 
of the old St. Augustine to Picolata road. 


JESSE FISH ... This man came to St. Augustine at the age of 
12, in the early 1700’s, to live with a Spanish family, and be 
taught the shipping business, He learned very well, and grew 
up to be a very wealthy and successful man. He built a 
plantation on Anastasia Island, that became famous for the 
oranges he grew and shipped all over the world. He named the 
plantation “El Vergel”, the garden. In 1763, when Spain traded 
Florida to England for Havanna, the Spanish citizens left. And. 
Jesse Fish was given the power to sell many of their properties 
to incoming English settlers, then trusted to send the money to 
them in Cuba. The lands and houses were all sold, but the 
money mysteriously never reached Cuba. Somewhere along 
the line, it just disappeared. Fish explained, that he had turned 
the selling job over to a mysterious relative, who was 
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unidentified, and the man either lost it or never got it. It was 
very vague money and never had any real substance. Whatever 
happened to it, it wasn’t Jesse’s fault and he was a good guy. In 
my opinion, I think there is a very strong possibility that the 
relative may have buried at least part of it on the grounds of E] 
Vergel. In those days, the only safe place for ones valuables 
was hidden in the ground, and everybody buried their money, 
at least if they wanted to keep it. What with the territory 
changing hands, wars, Indians and outlaws, it was the only 
thing to do. Mr. Fish, and probably the mysterious relative, 
died in 1790, he had spent his last years as a hermit. He had 
married a very young wife named Sarah, and because of her 
notorious behavior in St. Augustine, he had become a recluse, 
and spent all his time on his plantation. They had had a son, 
Jesse Fish Jr., and a daughter named Phoebe. Jesse Jr. died in 
1812, of heart failure, while working out in the fields of the 
plantation. Both he and his father are buried on El Vergel.. 
After Jesse Jr.’s death, the plantation fell into ruins. The site 
will be a bonanza in relics, old bottles, and treasures of the 
period of their lives. And, you may find a great bonanza that 
the mysterious relative hid. His place was on the west side of 
Anastasia Island, 4 miles south of St. Augustine. 


FORT MOSA ... In the late 1600s, a group of runaway slaves 
from Georgia and South Carolina, came down to St. 
Augustine to find refuge among the Spanish. They were 
welcomed by the Spanish, but not to live in their town. They 
were established ina town 2 miles north of the city. This was 
the beginnings of Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose, Fort 
Mosa. Since they were already here, the Spaniards decided the 
negros and their town could be the first line of defense for St. 
Augustine. So, they had the negros build a coquina 
blockhouse, like the fort in St. Augustine, and then 
surrounded the whole town and fort with a moat. They 
brought up a few small cannons, and they had a northern 
fortress to guard that approach to St. Augustine. In the 1720s, 
the Spanish in Florida, and the English in South Carolina were 
having big problems. The Spanish were raiding and 
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St. Augustine in the 1700's 
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plundering English plantations, taking their property, and, 
most serious of all, their slaves. So, the English sent Colonel 
John Palmer, 300 Georgia militia, and a large band of Indian 
allys, down to St. Augustine to even up the score. He came 
down the east coast, raiding Spanish plantations and 
settlements all along the way. When he reached St. Augustine 
he attacked several of the Yamassee villages on the outskirts of 
the city, and killed many of the Indians. Then he looted the 
chapel of Nuestra Senora de la Leche, taking all the church 
gold and silver ornaments. The Spanish had retreated into 
their great castillo, and were untouchable. Palmer attacked, 
and took Fort Mosa, then settled in here to wait for the 
Spaniards to come out of the Castillo. The Spanish had food 
and supplies enough in the Castillo to last for months, so just 
sat back and waited for Palmer to leave. After a short time, he 
packed up all his loot and went home. 

In May of 1740, General Oglethorpe brought his army to 
Florida, and laid siege to St. Augustine. Once again, the 
Spanish retreated into their great fort, and the English couldn’t 
get them out. Colonel Palmer came as part of Oglethorpe’s 
command. Oglethorpe captured Fort Mosa and set Palmer up 
here, with a force of Scottish Highlanders, 50 of his regular‘ 
soldiers and some Indian allies. In all, about 100 men. His job 
was to cut Spanish supply lines, and make sure nothing got 
into the fort from the north. The Spanish remembered Colonel 
Palmer. 

Somehow, they must have found out that he was at Mosa, 
because one night they sent out 300 soldiers to attack him. This 
was on June 25th. They massacred him and his entire force. 
The score was evened for the raids in the 1720s. In July, 
Oglethorpe gave up and went home, old Fort Mosa was left in 
ruins, 

In 1812, soldiers once again came to Fort Mosa. A 
lieutenant Colonel Smith and a company of American Patriots 
took command of the ruins. Smith installed a small guard in the 
ruins, and took camp with his regular soldiers about 200 yards 
behind it. The American Patriots camped just behind Smith 
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St. Augustine in 1671 


and his regulars. In May, Spanish governor Estrada sent a 
schooner and 4 launches to attack Smith. The schooner had a 
24 pounder cannon and two 12 pounders. They bombarded the 
fort as they approached and Smith was forced to withdraw to 
the Patriot camp, out of range. The Spanish continued to 
bombard the fort, and bombarded the American Patriot camp 
for several hours, but failed to kill even one of Smith’s men. 
Smith and his men finally withdrew. As far as I know, the old 
fort site has never been located. I went into the historical 
society in St. Augustine one day,a few years ago and asked if 
they had ever visited or dug on the site. One of the people there 
told me they didn’t know where it was. I said “everything 
points to a curve on Robinson Creek”. They said, “yes, but 
which curve?” I think the site will be fairly easy to find, 
Robinson Creek is located 2 miles north of St. Augustine. To 
reach the site, go north up the intercoastal waterway, 114 miles 
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north of the AlA bridge to Vilano Beach. Turn west on 
Robinson creek and go in 4 mile. Here the creek will fork, one 
fork goes northwest, and a smaller: branch turns sharply south. 
The fort was on the southwest side of the branch going 
northwest. 


BATTLE OF THE TWELVE MILE SWAMP... This 
swamp is named because of its distance from St. Augustine. It 
was first cultivated in 1770 by the Spanish and there may be old 
plantation sites to be found in it. In 1812, during the unofficial 
war between America and Spain, 20 U.S. Marines and 
Georgia Militia, under command of Captain John Williams, 
were escorting 2 wagons through the swamp. On September 
12, 1812 they were attacked by 70 negros and 6 indians under 
leadership of a negro named Prince. They were about half way 
through the swamp at the time. There was a hot fight for about 
an hour, and most of the 20 Patriots were killed, Captain 
Williams included. The few survivors managed to escape and 
finally reached Fort Stallings,on nearby Davis Creek. The 
swamp is located northwest of St. Augustine, between I-95 and 
U.S. 1, the old Kings Road. 


NORTH RIVER PLANTATIONS . .. From the beginning of 
the First Spanish period, through the British periods, there 
were plantations on the banks of this river, on both banks. The 
land was very fertile for any kind of crops, and they grew 
peaches, grapes, rice, citrus and vegetables. Many of these 
plantations were very important in supporting St. Augustine. 
Today, the old sites will be bonanzas in relics and old bottles. 


FORT GUANA... This was a Spanish fort, built in the late 
1700’s. In the 1790's, it was under command ofan Ensign Issac 
Wheyler. In 1795, it was attacked by a company of Georgia 
Militia, who captured it, looted it, and took the Ensign 
prisoner. It was located 9 miles north of St. Augustine, within 2 
miles of South Point Verde Beach. The old Spanish road 
passes through the site on the west bank of Guana Lake. It is 
within 2 miles of a small bridge that crosses the south end of the 
lake at South Pointe Verde Beach. 
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SANTA LUCIA .. .'In 1565, Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, 
the founder of St. Augustine, began establishing colonies 
along the Florda coasts. These first colonies were fortified 
mission villages, run by priests. Santa Lucia was one of these. 
A fort and chapel was built, and garrisoned by soldiers to 
protect the priests and new colonists. Converting the savages 
was the Spanish way of taking over the country. In 1566, the 
Ais Indians in the area rebelled and attacked the fort. Over a 
thousand warriors attacked the fort daily. It was kept under 
seige, and no one could get outside to hunt for food or go for 
help. Eventually the soldiers, priests and settlers were reduced 
to starving and later reports say there were even some incidents 
of canabilism. But, they were finally rescued, by troops from 
St. Augustine, and the mission was abandoned. In 1743, two 
Jesuit priests came to the site, rebuilt the fort and mission, and 
tried once again. This time there were Tequesta Indians at the 
site. Many of these were reported baptized and converted, but 
they too eventually rebelled. Finally,it became too 
troublesome and expensive for the Spanish to support, so the 
place was once again abandoned. This time, the Spanish 
destroyed the buildings when they left. In 1838, during the 
Second Seminole War, troops came to this area and 
established Fort Pierce. One of the soldiers wrote this 
description of the site. “The blockhouse was erected on top of 
what was called the bluff, this was the highest point in the 
neighborhood, and it was located 4 miles south of the original 
St. Lucie inlet”. “The ground adjoining this bluff shows signs 
of it having once been a large and regular fort, ancient, because 
large trees were growing out of the embankments and old 
entrenchments of the fort”. This, was most probably, the old 
site of Santa Lucia. Lost for all these years. As far as I know the 
location has never been found or investigated, and it may well 
be a virgin site. Old Fort Pierce was located in the southeast 4 
of the northeast 14 of section 22, in today’s Fort Pierce. 


FORT PIERCE ..~ This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in January of 1838, by Lt. Colonel Benjamin K. Pierce, 
and several companies of the ist Artillery. The blockhouse was 
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built on top of a bluff that was the highest gound in the area. It 
stood about 15 feet above the water, in the southeast 4 of the 
northeast 4 of section 22. In the 1870s a trading post was built 
on the site of the old fort, the trader used parts of the old 
buildings for his store. Today’s town of Fort Pierce grew up 
around the site. 


AIS INDIANS .. . In 1565, the Spanish sent Don Pedro 
Menendez de Aviles to explore and settle Florida. He landed at 
St. Augustine, founded and started building that town, and 
then set out to get things started in other parts of the state. 
Spain took over by converting the natives of new lands and 
using them to do the actual work of building colonies. And, 
they used the natives to help them find and steal anything of 
value in the lands. If there was gold or silver, the natives would 
know where to find it. Soldiers would either get them started 
to work, or get started enslaving or exterminating them. So, 
Aviles went out looking for Indians. Along the middle east 
coast of the state, he found the Ais tribe. They had settlements 
and towns covering several counties, down along the middle 
east coast. Above them were the Timicua, and below the Jeaga 
and Tequesta. In St. Lucie County, he found an Ais village on 
the north end of Hutchinson Isle, just south of the inlet. The 
Ais chief greeted him as a friend, kissing him on the lips (Their 
greatest display of friendship), he was painted all over his 
body and adorned in trinkets of gold and silver, including a 
large 8 inch breastplate of gold. He and all of his-high ranking 
warriors were adorned from head to foot in this manner. They 
were a very rich tribe, as they had salvaged millions of dollars 
worth of treasure from Spanish ships that happened to wreck 
off their coasts. Most of which is yet to be found. They didn’t 
bury it in their Indian mounds, as if they had, all the mounds 
would have been leveled by the Spanish in the 1500s. A small 
amount, a coin or two, or a trinket of gold or silver is often 
found in the old mounds, but no great bonanzas. So where is 
it? The Ais had hundreds of villages, and there are probably 
thousands of small caches of this missing loot around the sites. 
The treasure was real, and it still exists somewhere. The 
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Indians could, change the shape of the gold, but they couldn’t 

destroy it, even if they had wanted to. They did know from the 

first what the white man did to Indians who had it, so after they 

got to know their new neighbors they didn’t display it 

anymore. Not if they wanted to keep all their body parts’ 
attached. No one knows what happened to the Ais tribe, they, 

like the other early tribes, just disappeared. But, small finds of 

gold and silver, around what was their territory, remind us, 

that they were here. 


FORT CAPRON ... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830s, It has been found and dug in recent years 
by treasure hunters, they reported finding countless relics, and 
even one old gold coin. The fort was located in the northwest 4 
of the southwest % of section 28, in today’s town of St. Lucie. 
This is about 144 miles northwest of the North Beach 
Causeway, along the west side of route 605. The fort was on the 
south bank of Taylor Creek, just west of the road. Asmallroad 
may deadend at the site; east of a small bridge over Taylor 
Creek. 


FORT VAN SWEARINGEN ... This was a Second Seminole 
War fort, built in the late 1830s. It is located about 18 miles 
west of today’s town of Fort Pierce. To reach it, follow Route 
70 west 18 miles to Bluefield Road. Turn south on Bluefield, 
and follow it 14 miles (if it goes that far), to the crossing of Van 
Swearingen Creek. The fort was along the banks of the creek. 


1715 PLATE FLEET WRECK .... This wreck is located 14 
mile south of the Fort Pierce Inlet, in about 12 feet of water. 
Residents were finding coins on the beach in the area for years, 
this led to the discovery. It is believed to have been one of the 
1715 plate fleet wrecks. The ballast pipe was about 100 feet 
long, so it was a large ship. Cannons, relics and coins dated 
1715 have been found all around the area. 
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FORT MYAKKA ... This was a Third Seminole War fort, 
built in November of 1849, and named for the Myakka River, 
on which it was built. To reach the site from today’s Sarasota, 
follow route 780 east for 15 miles, here it turns north and 
south, follow it south, for 2 miles, to Old Myakka. The fort was 
here, along the east bank of the river. 


MACACA INDIAN TOWN ... This was an ancient Indian 
town of Timicium Indians. They were here when Ponce de 
Leon arrived in 1513, and when DeSoto arrived in 1539. The 
village was on the west side of the Myakka River, near today’s 
Sarasota and Charlotte County lines. The Myakka River was 
the boundary between the Province of this tribe and another. 
DeSoto must have sent a patrol to this town, because he was 
the one who reported it and the location. 


SARASOTA KEY . .. Gold and silver coins have been 
reported found on this key after storms. They are undoubtedly 
washing in from an offshore wreck, near Sarasota Point. 


VENICE SHIPWRECK ... In the early 1900s, a dredge crew 
digging a new channel in the bay, discovered their pipe full of 
gold coins. It had obviously run through an old wreck and 
sucked up a cache of coins from the cargo. Later, several 
cannons were found at the site, as well as other relics. 


ALLIGATOR FERGUSON .. . This was an early resident 
who hunted alligators on Fisheating Creek in Glades County. 
He also fished over at Longboat, Siesta and St. Armands Keys. 
He was also an amateur treasure hunter of the 1890s. One day, 
he showed up in a local saloon carrying an ancient wheel lock 
pistol and a handfull of old gold coins. He said he found them 
on Longboat Key, and he spent his last years on Longboat 
Key, in a hut, guarding his bonanza in pirate loot. 
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FORT LANE... This was a Second Seminole War fort, built 
in the late 1830’s. It became a very important post, and was 
headquarters for General Hernandez and his militia for part of 
the war. The militia was made up of citizen soldiers instead of 
the usual regulars. The fort was located in the southwest 4 of 
section 24 near today’s Geneva. To reach the site from Geneva, 
follow Route 46 for 2 miles from the intersection of Routes 46 
and 426, toa small road. Now follow this road in 4 mile, where 
it is joined by another small road, that leads east to the lake. 
From this point, the fort was just in front of you. 


CHIEF KING PHILIP .. . This was a Seminole Chief, who 
was active during the Second Seminole War. His son, 
Caocoochee (Wildcat), became one of the tribe’s most 
dangerous leaders. He and King Philip were responsible for 
the destruction of the plantations along the east coast of the 
state. In this county, King Philip hada large town on the ancient 
Cooks Ferry Indian Mound. When historians dug into it, they 
recovered a small bonanza in artifacts as well as some gold and 
silver treasure. They found European trade goods from the 
1600s, some gold leaf, a gold disc and several silver ornaments. 


FORT REED... . This was a Second Seminole War fort, built 
in the late 1830s and named after a Lieutenant Reed. It was 
located near today’s Becks Hammock, near the Sanford 
eastern city limits. To reach it from the intersection of Routes 
46 and 425 in Sanford, go east on 46 about 1 mile, the fort was 
on the south side of the road, near the hammock. 


SYLVAN LAKE... A ghost town founded in 1872. It wasa 
small community of about 200 people, and had a Presbyterian 
Church, store and small school, It was located about 2 miles 
below the St. Johns River, 7 miles west of Sanford. 


PINECASTLE CASHE... In the early 1900’s, a man sold his 
farm for $10,000.00, not trusting banks, he buried the money 
in an orange grove, west of the railroad line in Pinecastle. He’ 
died soon after, and the money is still in the orange grove. 
Route 527 south, from Orlando, follows the railroad tracks 
that run past Pinecastle. Turn west off Route 506. 
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WARM SPRINGS INDIAN CAMP... This was a camp used 
by the Indians during the Second Seminole War. Osceola, 
Alligator, Tigertail and several other prominent chiefs used it 
for years. The town was in a hammock along*the Warm 
Springs, just south of today’s town of Coleman. (The Warm 
Springs hammock) Route 35 crosses the creek 114 miles south 
of Coleman. 

FORT MCCLURE... This was a Second Seminole War fort, 
built in the late 1830s. It was located in the northwest 4 of the 
northeast 4 of section 6. To reach it from today’s Coleman, go 
east on Route 35 to the Routes 35 and 468 intersection. From 
this intersection, the fort was 114 miles straight south, on the 
south or east side of Warm Springs Creek. 


FORT ARMSTRONG ... This was a Second Seminole War 
fort, built in December of 1836 by order of General Thomas 
Jessup. It was named for Colonel Robert Armstrong, who had 
died in the service of his country. Jessup then had it garrisoned 
with 50 men. It was built on the site of the Dade Massacre, just 
south of Bushnell, off Route 476. The site is just south of the 
road, about 4 mile south of Bushnell. 


OKAHUMPKA .... This was one of the largest and most 
important of the Seminole Indian towns. After the Seminoles, 
who were living around Paynes Prairie, in Alachua County, 
were chased out of there by Colonel Newman’s men, they came 
and established this town. Sumpter County became the heart 
of the Seminole Nation. Chief Micanopy lived here until 1835 
when the Second Seminole War began. He lived here with 
several hundred warriors and their families. In 1836, soldiers 
found the town, and after a small battle, chased off the Indian 
defenders, and burned it. It was located in sections 20 and 21 
near the southwest side of Lake Okahumpka. The Sunshine 
Parkway may pass through part of the site. To reach it from 
Wildwood, follow Route 35 south 4 mile from the 35 and 44 
intersection. Here a road comes into 35 from the east, follow 
this road east 4 mile, to a road from the south. Follow it south, 
then southeast to the deadend. (about 1'4 mile) The town was 
just southof the deadend. 
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FORT PAGE... There is very little information on this fort, 
but it was likely a Second Seminole War fort built in the 1830s. 
It was located in the northeast !4 of the northeast !4 of section 
20. To reach it, from today’s town of Wellborn, start from the 
Routes 10 and 137 intersection. Go south on Route 137 for 1 
mile, then 137 turns west, follow it another 4 mile west. The 
fort was just southwest of the southwest corner of the 
Wellborn cemetary, on the north side of Route 137. 


SANTA CRUZ DE AJOHICA... This was a Spanish mission 
built by Franciscan Friars to convert the Timicuam Indians, 
sometime before 1675. It was located just a few miles 
northeast of today’s Branford. To reach it, follow route 247 
northeast about 5 miles to route 49. North on 49, to Cross 
County Road. West on this road about | mile. The mission was 
in section 26 just south of the road. If not in 26, within a 2 mile 
radius of it. 
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battles of the “War of Northern aggression”, also known as the 
Civil War. But, there were battles, skirmishes and casualties. 
Most of the state’s young men were sent north to fight where 
the war was the hottest. This left the villages and towns short of 
able bodied men to protect the home fires. All that was left 
were women, children and sick or old men. Prime game for 
outlaws, brigands and organized armies of Union and 
Confederate deserters. 

The Civil War was fought by masses, large groups of 
soldiers throwing their bodies and lives against other large 
groups of men. Men that had to be fed, transported, armed and 
generally supplied. It was impossible to carry along the vast 
amounts of supplies needed, so groups called “Foragers” were 
organized and used by both armies. These men would scour 
the countryside along the line of march, and raid and pillage 
every house, farm or even small town they found. It was a very 
short jump from forager to bandit. As often as not the forager 
bands would start raiding and then finding this easier than 
going into battle, would just desert their commanders and 
become a gang. And in Florida, with it’s great hiding places, 
swamps, forests, and unexplored wilderness areas, deserting 
became a rampant epidemic. 

The gangs were not just small bands of cowardly 
vagabonds, they were large organized outlaw associations of 
veteran bush fighters. Some of the gangs grew to have a 
hundred fighting men. And along with these men came wives, 
girlfriends, and even children. Their camps, hidden deep in the 
wilderness, were small towns. They has spies and colaborators 
in all the nearby towns, and always knew when the authorities 
were going to stage a raid, so their camps were never effectively 
attacked. 

Many of the Confederate gangs were aided and supplied 
by the regular Union forces and were paid to attack and 
harrass troops from their own army. They got their orders 
from gunboat crews who would put in along the west coast and 
drop off supplies and deliver information. At times they were 
even led by Union officers working in civilian clothes. 

One of the largest and most powerful of these gangs, was a 
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group based in Taylor County in 1863. They called themselves 
the “Independent Union Raiders”, and were under the 
leadership of William Strickland. They even drew up rules and 
bylaws, and attempted to pass themselves off as regular 
soldiers. After they got a reputation as the “Raiders”, they 
changed their name to the “Florida Royals”. As the old line 
goes “A rose by any othe name”. Everyone soon found out that 
the Royals were the same old group. They raided over an eight 
county area, and kept the local citizens in a constant state of 
terror. No-one or nothing was safe from them. They hit wagon 
trains, plantations, Indian villages, farmhouses and even small 
towns. And they took everything, livestock, silverware, 
household goods, rings off people’s fingers and even an 
occasional daughter would turn up missing. 

They also picked up a great deal of hard cash. If their 
victims wouldn’t produce it on command, they were beaten or 
tortured until they did. The cash would be divided among the 
members, and each man was left to take care of his own share. 
Later residents of the area where their camps were would later 
report finding small caches of money and jewelry buried all 
around the sites. 

In March of 1864, Confederate Lieutenant Colonel Henry 
Capers was given a large detachment of cavalry and a free hand 
to put the deserter gangs out of business, He sent his own spies 
into the area and was able to locate and destroy several 
groups of them. He finally found Strickland’s camp, raided it, 
and killed or chased off most of the gangmembers. He 
destroyed all their houses, and recovered tons of booty and 
stolen property. Then took all the raiders’ families under 
arrest. These people were later released, but the raid and 
removal of their families broke the back of the organization. 

The site of Strickland’s camp will be a bonanza in relics, 
old bottles and small caches buried by his gangmembers. The 
camp was located on Snyders Island, which is located on the 
Econfina river very near its mouth. Route 14 deadends near 
the isle just south of Cabbage Groove. 
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FORT CALL... This was a Second Seminole War fort, built 
in the 1840s. It was located on the north side of the Santa Fe 
River, about 4 miles west of the town of Worthington. To 
reach the site, follow Route 18 north from Worthington. In 
one mile, 18 turns west, follow it west 3!4 miles. Here 18 is 
joined from the north by Fort Call Road, but the road doesn’t go 
to the river. Possibly an old trail still traces the original road to 
the fort, it should be just south of the intersection. If not 
directly south, the fort will be less than a mile west. 


SANTA CATALINA DE AJOMICA ... This was a Spanish 
Timicuam mission, built in the 1600s, and destroyed in 1702, 
with the Apalachee missions. It was located just northwest of 
today’s Worthington. To reach the site, start from the Route 
241 bridge over Santa Fe River. Go north on 241 for 114 miles, 
to Route 239A. Turn east on this, and go in about 4% miles 
where it crosses a small creek. The mission was just about a 4 
mile north of this crossing, at the end of this creek. 
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CITY OF VERA CRUZ... This was a large cargo ship, that 
wrecked off the Ponce de Leon Inlet in August of 1880. She 
developed a leak, and although tons of cargo was jettisoned, 
she still wrecked. Twenty-six passengers and forty-two 
crewmembers died. Bodies and cargo were washed ashore for 
miles, Sixty-seven bodies were buried in a mass grave behind 
the first row of sand dunes, just north of the Number Nine 
Mantation. The owner of the plantation later built his home 
from timbers salvaged from the wreck. He also built a large 
mahogany picnic table and chairs at the sité, it became a 
populararea for picnics and swimming. Local residents were 
using salvaged cargo from the wreck for years afterwards. On 
man, a Cuban passenger, lost his wife, and along with her a 
trunk filled with several thousand dollars in gold coins. They 
would be worth a small fortune today. 


BERESFORD PLANTATION ... This plantation was built 
during the English occupation of Florida, by Lord Beresford. 
It was a sugar and indigo plantation, and was located on the 
northeast shore of Lake Beresford. It was the southernmost of 
all the English plantations. 


ROCK HOUSE . . .This was a coquina building, built on an 
old Indian mound across from the Ponce de Leon Inlet. In 
1803, a Henry Martin acquired the property and he left a 
description of the old rock house. He said it was 20 by 35 feet in 
size, and had niches cut into the walls that he believed were 
used for religious statues. He felt it has been an old Spanish 
church. There was a large, well made fireplace, and out front 
was a flag staff. It was located on a spot that afforded views of 
the Inlet, the ocean and the lighthouse. (Built long after the 
house). Martin and his family left the area in 1808, but one of 
his relatives stayed on until 1812, when the Indian trouble 
finally caused him to leave. In 1821,someone was again living 
on the property, in the old house, but in the early 1900s, the old 
place was in ruins, and the Indian mound was used in 
roadbuilding, It was located on the mainland across from, and 
facing, the Inlet. 
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TALLAHASSEE INDIAN VILLAGE . .. This was the 
second Tallahassee, and it was populated by a tribe of Yuchee 
Indians. They had come to Florida in 1750, and had settled 
around Spring Garden. In the early 1800s, they were under 
leadership of Yulci Tustanogi, also known as Yuchee Billy, or 
Billy Hicks. Billy had 50-100 warriors and was a son of John 
Hicks, once the top chief of all the Florida Indians. His town 
was on the banks of Spring Garden Creek, about 2 miles west 
of De Leon Springs. 


SPRING GARDEN PLANTATION ... This was a large and 
prosperous sugar plantation, built by Colonel Rees from 
South Carolina. In December of 1835, when the Second 
Seminole War began, warriors under Chief King Philip attacked 
and looted the plantation. All the machinery was destroyed, all 
the building burned, and 150 of the Colonels slaves were 
carried off by the Indians. They would join the Indians and 
become the Seminoles very best fighters. The plantation was 
large, and was located around Spring Garden Creek, west of 
today’s De Leon Springs. 


INDIAN MOUND .. .In 1774, William Bartram found this 
ancient mound and mentioned it in his journal. In later years, 
historians found a small bonanza in old Indian artifacts, 
wooden carvings and pottery at the site. It is located on Tick 
Island, on the south side of Tick Island Creek, 4 miles after it 
comes out of Lake Woodruff. From De Leon Springs, follow 
Spring Garden Creek to Lake Woodruff, then '4 mile up the 
creek, There are ancient Indian mounds all over this area. 


PONCE DE LEON SPRINGS TREASURE... In the 1930s, 
2 boys swimming in these springs found a large chest sitting on 
a ledge, a few feet beneath-the surface of the water. It was too 
large and heavy'for them to budge, so they went and asked a 
few adults to come help them bring it up. When everyone 
returned, the chest was gone. Still later in the 1930s, 2 divers 
found the chest, once again sitting on the ledge. They attached 
ropes and tried to pullit up, but the rope wasn’t strong enough, 
and broke when they pulled on it. It managed to free the chest 
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from the ledge enough that when the rope broke the chest 
tumbled down into a small opening in the floor of the Springs. 
The divers couldn’t go down into the opening because of the 
strong current of water coming up out of it. Since then, people 
have watched for the chest to reappear. It has been seen many 
times, but no-one has ever been able to bring it up. It seems the 
current of water that is feeding the Springs, catches the chest 
periodically, and brings it up to the ledge, then the chest falls 
back down into the opening when the current loses some of its 
force. It lands below the hole where it sets until the force of the 
current again brings it up. To get it, a diver would have to go 
into the hole, and tie a chain around it. This is an old story, and 
it is very probable that someone has found a way to retrieve it 
by now, but then who knows? 
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JOHN MCLAIN ... This was a large steamer bringing a cargo 
of arms and ammunition to troops during the Second 
Seminole War. She arrived at the Ponce De Leon Inlet in 
November of 1837, and wrecked, There was no loss of life, but 
her cargo of ammunition and muskets was entirely lost. A 
bonanza waiting to be found. 


BETSEY ... This was a British ship, bound for Florida from 
Nassau, in 1788. She wrecked and quickly broke up on the 
sandbar, at the Ponce de Leon Inlet. Nothing was recorded as 
to her salvage. 


WILTON ... This was a cargo ship, bringing machinery and 
stores to Port Orange. She was caught ina storm and broke up 
4 miles south of the Ponce de Leon Inlet. Her cargo, was a total 
loss. 


LUELLA ... A large cargo ship, she had just unloaded her 
cargo, and was going out the Ponce de Leon Inlet, when she 
wrecked in 1860. 


ROXANNA... She ran aground, north of the Ponce de Leon 
Inlet, in the 1850s. 


DORA ELLEN. .. This was a Norwegian ship, with a cargo of 
Mahogany. She went aground north of the Ponce de Leon 
Inlet in 1878, during a violent storm. 


MARTHA... Acargo ship, she was caught ina violent storm, 
and capsized on the south beach of Ponce de Leon Inlet. 


ECHO... This was a schooner, that wrecked and broke up 5 
miles north of the Ponce de Leon Inlet in 1884. 


DOVER ... This was a large slave ship, that wrecked in a 
storm in 1773. She had just arrived from Africa with a cargo of 
100 negros, most of whom died when she sank 2A miles south 
of the Ponce de Leon Inlet. 


UNIDENTIFIED WRECKS ... Two ships, on their way to 
Georgia, were wrecked during a storm at the Ponce de Leon 
Inlet in 1868. 
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FORT SAN MARCOS DE APALACHEE ... . Fort St. 
Marks, was first built by the Spanish in the middle 1600s, It 
was destroyed and rebuilt four times. In the 1680s, pirates 
came up the river, captured, looted and burned it down, then in 
the 1700s it was rebuilt of rock. In the 1760s,the English 
garrisoned the fort, and in 1783 the Spanish had it again. In 
the early 1800s, William Augustias Bowles and his Creek 
Indians captured it, but were soon run off by the Spanish. In 
1818, the Spanish still held the fort, but it was taken over fora 
short time by Andrew Jackson and his Americans. It was 
abandoned for good in 1824 and in 1831 the original St. Marks 
lighthouse was built from material taken from the fort. The site 
is in today’s St. Marks, off Route 363. 


MAGNOLIA ... This is a ghost-town, that was established in 
1827, by the Hamlin family. They came to the area to builda 
cotton shipping port. The town grew to have a church, stores, 
hotel, newspaper, saloons, warehouses and many private 
homes. In the 1830s, the railroad came through, but went to St. 
Marks instead of Magnolia, and the town died. Today only the 
foundations, the cemetary, and the relics remain. The town was 
located along the west bank of the St. Marks River, about 2 
miles north of today’s Newport. 


PORT LEON ... A ghost town, founded in 1838 because the 
railroad passed through the site. Many of the people from 
Magnolia moved here. It was a small port town, with a 
newspaper, hotel, saloons, stores, a school, church and many 
private homes. It became a very rough and wicked city, and as 
there was no bank in the town, the people had many post-hole 
banks. Then one year a yellow fever epidemic hit the town, and 
many died leaving their post-hole banks behind. Local 
residents later reported finding many small caches buried 
around the old townsite. In 1843, a hurricane hit the area, and 
washed most of it away. Water 8 feet deep covered the whole 
town. The people didn’t rebuild, but moved, and founded 
Newport. To reach the site, follow Route 59 south from 
Newport for 4 miles, at this point, a small road leads west to the 
site, 3 miles in, along Port Leon Creek. 
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BILLY BOWLEGS RODGERS ... Billy Bowlegs Rodgers 
was an Englishman, who he came toNew Orleans in the late 
1700’s, or early 1800’s, and bought a plantation. Soon 
afterwards, he married a Choctaw Indian girl, and settled in as 
a respected family man and planter. His wife gave him six ~ 
children, and he lived a normal ordinary life. A few years went 
by, and somehow he became a good friend of the infamous 
Jean Lafite. The pirate chief, who had headquarters on 
Barataria Isle,in front of New Orleans. It wasn’t long before 
Lafite’s life of adventure drew him in, and he became one of 
Lafite’s pirates. In 1812, Lafite and his men assisted Andrew 
Jackson in the Battle of New Orleans, and as a reward, were 
granted full pardon for all their previous crimes. 
Unfortunately, Rodgers had not yet had his fill of adventure, 
so enlisted a few of Lafite’s men, with like ideas, and again set 
sail under the Jolly Rodger. He somehow acquired a well 
armed pirate craft, the “Mysterio” and began raiding the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

He set up a camp on the shores of Choctawahatchee Bay 
in this county, and operated out of here for years. Then, in the 
1820’s, the United States Government launched a campaign 
against pirates in Florida, and a Navy ship caught up with 
Bowlegs. The Navy ship outgunned Bowlegs, so he soon took 
flight. Believing his light draft ship would lose the Navy ship in 
Choctawahatchee-Bay, he put in at the bay. But, the Navy ship 
followed. Trapped, he finally decided to scuttle his treasure 
loaded Mysterio, so he could come back some day and recover 
his treasure. After doing this, he and his men ran off into the 
deep forests. The Navy ship fired a few shots at the fleeing 
pirates, but finally just pulled up and left. After watching the 
Navy ship leave, Bowlegs built a small cabin near the sunken 
Mysterio and lived there for the rest of his life. This must have 
been close to his old camp, because his family was here with 
him. That’s the story of Billy Bowlegs Rodgers. 

Over a hundred years later, a man supposedly found the 
ribs of the old Mysterio sticking up out of the mud. He found 
several cannons, and finally brought up two chests of treasure. 
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Then nothing more was reported from the site. If he finished 
the salvage work, or not, will be a mystery until the wreck is 
found once again. 

There are two places in Choctawahatchee Bay believed to 
be the site of the wreck. One is Basin Bayou, located 3 miles 
southwest of todays Portland. Route 20 crosses over the 
mouth of it. Anotheris Horseshoe Bayou, located on the south 
side of the bay just north of Forest Beach. One salvage firm 
reported recovering a five foot silver serving tray, from the 
mud in this bayou. 


SEMINOLE BATTLE . . . This was the largest Seminole 
battle in Walton County, a two day seige, in the 1830’s. The 
battleground was located 3 miles north of todays Bruce, to 
reach it, follow Route 81 north about 14 miles toa small road 
coming in from the west. Now follow this road for 114 miles. 
The battle was at this point, along the east side of the road. 


ALAQUA BLOCKHOUSE . . . This was a Second Seminole 
War fort, built in 1836 or 1837. It was, for a time, commanded 
by a Colonel George Hawkins, who was later wounded in a 
battle at the blockhouse. It was located near the mouth of 
Alaqua Creek, just south of todays Portland. 


YUCHI INDIANS ... This tribe settled in Walton County in 
the 1630’s, and were reported raiding the Apalachee 
settlements at this time. They settled in the area southeast of 
DeFuniak Springs, and it became known as Euchee Valley. In 
the early 1800’s their chief was Sam Story. In the 1820's, a 
group of Scotish settlers came to the area, and built their 
homes next to the Yuchis. Somehow, all lived together 
peacefully until they joined the Seminoles and moved south in 
the 1830’s. Their villages were on Bruce Creek a few miles 
south of todays Eucheanna. 
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